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Maximization to Encompass Social Welfare and
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International Thirukkural Conference on
Ethics, Governance and Government

organised by the International Thirukkural Foundation,
Mauritius in collaboration with Sydney Tamil Valarchi Manram,
World Tamil Cultural Organisation, Malaysia, and the
International Tamil Cultural Centre, Jaffna, Sri Lanka.

3—4 September 2026 | Sydney, Australia

International Thirukkural Foundation (ITF), Mauritius

It was established in 2018 by Professor Dr. Armoogum
Parsuramen (GOSK), a distinguished statesman who served as
Mauritius’s Minister of Education between 1983 and 1995, and later
as Director and Representative of UNESCO between 1998 and 2011.
The Foundation was officially registered in Mauritius on 23 May
2018.

The ITF is dedicated to celebrating and spreading the
profound wisdom of Thirukkural, the timeless classical Tamil text
by Thiruvalluvar, exploring its universal values of ethics,
governance, love, and peace for global harmony. The Foundation
actively promotes academic research, fosters international
scholarly collaboration, and examines the relevance of Thirukkural
in modern contexts.

Dr. Armoogum Parsuramen serves as President and
Chairman of the Foundation’s international conferences, bringing
together scholars from countries including India, Mauritius,
Australia, and the UK. The ITF regularly collaborates with partner
organizations such as Tamil Valarchi Manram (Australia) and Voice
of Valluvar Family (India) to conduct international Thirukkural
conferences, making it a truly global platform for promoting this
ancient Tamil literary treasure.

Sydney Tamil Valarchi Manram is
a Tamil cultural and educational organization
based in Sydney, Australia. It was founded by
Dr. Chandrika Subramaniyan, a well-known
solicitor and community leader, with a focus
on serving the Tamil community through
language and culture. The organization works
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towards Tamil development through research, publications,
workshops, and honouring Tamil scholars. It has hosted significant
events such as the International Conference on Peace and Harmony
through Literature at the University of Sydney, celebrating
Thirukkural as Universal Literature. It has also partnered with local
councils to celebrate events like International Mother Language
Day, promoting Tamil language and literature in Australia.

The World Tamil Cultural Organisation (WTCO),
Malaysia is a prominent non-governmental organisation dedicated
to the preservation, promotion, and propagation of Tamil language,
literature, culture, and heritage among the Tamil diaspora in
Malaysia and across the global Tamil community. Malaysia is home
to one of the third-largest Tamil communities outside Tamil Nadu,
with a deeply rooted cultural presence that includes Tamil schools
functioning since 1905, an active Tamil press since 1920, and the
unique celebration of Tamilar Day observed since 1952.

Against this rich backdrop, WT'CO Malaysia serves as a vital
cultural bridge, uniting Tamils of diverse backgrounds through
academic conferences, cultural programmes, literary events, and
community initiatives. The organisation actively collaborates with
universities, cultural bodies, and Tamil associations worldwide to
foster greater awareness and appreciation of the ancient Tamil
civilisation and its enduring contributions to world heritage.

Malaysia has historically held a special place in the global
Tamil movement, having hosted the very first World Tamil
Conference in Kuala Lumpur in 1966, laying the foundation for
generations of organised Tamil cultural activity. WTCO Malaysia
proudly carries forward this legacy, championing Tamil identity,
classical arts, and intergenerational cultural transmission as a
beacon of Tamil pride in Southeast Asia.

International Tamil Cultural Centre, Jaffna

The International Tamil Cultural Centre was
established by Mr. Mavai So. Thangarajah in Jaffna, Sri Lanka,
with a vision to preserve, promote, and propagate Tamil language,
literature, and culture both within Sri Lanka and across the world.
Founded with deep commitment to Tamil heritage, the Centre serves
as a vital platform for cultural enrichment and linguistic
development in the post-war Tamil community of Jaffna. Through
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active collaboration with numerous regional, national, and
international organizations, it organizes a wide range of events
including seminars, conferences, cultural festivals, and literary
gatherings. The Centre plays a significant role in uniting the global
Tamil diaspora and fostering a renewed pride in Tamil identity and
civilization.

The International Thirukkural Conference, Sydney

The International Thirukkural Conference on Thirukkural
and ethics, governance and government, to be held on 3—4
September 2026 in Sydney, Australia, is a landmark academic and
cultural gathering that brings together scholars, educators,
philosophers, social scientists, policymakers, and practitioners from
across the world. The conference seeks to engage participants in a
deep and meaningful dialogue on how the timeless wisdom of the
Thirukkural can contribute to global peace, human dignity, ethical
governance, and harmonious coexistence in an increasingly
complex and interconnected world.

Anchored in the universal ethical vision of Thiruvalluvar,
the Thirukkural transcends boundaries of language, culture,
religion, and geography. Its 1,330 couplets offer profound insights
into virtue, justice, compassion, governance, education, and social
responsibility. In today’s fractured world—marked by conflict,
polarization, inequality, and ecological 8
—the Thirukkural emerges as a beacon of moral clarity and
humanistic wisdom. Its teachings resonate strongly with
contemporary global discourses on human rights, non-violence,
sustainable development, and the ideal of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam—the world as one family. One of the most powerful
ethical messages of the Thirukkural is its emphasis on non-harm
and compassion:

‘wrsaflenr wrsefler ShiHwrer QBrQ BT 6
S B6 5D Qeven
(One who avoids hurting others shall himself remain free from pain.)

This principle aligns seamlessly with modern ideas of peaceful
coexistence, non-aggression, and human dignity. It affirms that
peace is not merely the absence of conflict, but the presence of
justice, empathy, and ethical responsibility in individual and
collective life.
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Over the years, the Thirukkural has found recognition in
international forums, including discussions at the United Nations,
global ethics summits, and intercultural dialogues. Efforts are
underway in several countries to introduce Kural-based teachings
into school and university curricula, particularly within value
education and citizenship education frameworks. These
developments reflect a growing recognition that ancient ethical
texts can offer vital guidance for contemporary global challenges.

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam in Global Policy: The Role of
Thirukkural

The idea of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam—the whole world as
one family—has increasingly influenced India’s foreign policy,
cultural diplomacy, and humanitarian initiatives. It emphasizes
collaboration over conflict, coexistence over competition, and
service over selfishness. In this context, the Thirukkural provides
a strong philosophical and ethical foundation for policy decisions
that demand moral clarity and human-centered leadership.
Thiruvalluvar’s vision of good governance (Porul) is especially
relevant in this regard. One of the couplets states:

‘SIpetCains Qperflammenr o &sb wWHATCFTHS

wref eurpd erfled”

(The prosperity of a ruler guided by compassion is pure and
leads to blemishless growth.)

In a global environment facing climate change, widening
inequality, forced migration, and armed conflicts, leadership
inspired by such values can help shape a more inclusive, just, and
humane world order. The conference will explore how these ethical
principles can inform contemporary governance, international
relations, peace-building, and sustainable development.

Digital and Diaspora Movements

The digital era has sparked a renewed global interest in the
Thirukkural, particularly among Tamil diaspora communities
across the world. Online platforms, mobile applications, podcasts,
YouTube channels, and international webinars have made the Kural
accessible to younger generations in innovative and engaging ways.
Diaspora organizations in Malaysia, Singapore, Canada, the United
States, Europe, and Australia regularly organize Kural recitation
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competitions, essay contests, translation projects, and research
symposia.

Several UNESCO-recognized cultural associations have even
proposed the inclusion of the Thirukkural in the “World
Documentary Heritage” register. These initiatives are not merely
acts of cultural preservation; they represent the globalization of
ethical thought—an essential pillar of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam.
The conference will examine how digital media and diaspora
movements are reshaping the global reception and interpretation
of the Thirukkural.

Thirukkural for Contemporary Challenges

What makes the Thirukkural uniquely relevant today is its
remarkable applicability to modern ethical dilemmas—ranging from
artificial intelligence and media ethics to climate justice, corporate
governance, and social responsibility. The text consistently
emphasizes dharma over dogma and urges every individual to act
as a guardian of truth, equity, and compassion. A striking example
of its ethical subtlety is found in the couplet:

‘o1ep8S gipeunr SPCLHen ojeaufed

auEpfE@L aumfeo Qafls”

(Tt is good to abandon even righteousness if it causes fear or
harm to another.)

Such moral nuance reflects a deep ethical pluralism that values
human well-being over rigid moral absolutism—an essential
principle in a diverse and interconnected global society. The
conference will explore how these insights can guide ethical
decision-making in contemporary public life, education,
technology, and governance.

Future Directions: Institutionalizing Thirukkural Studies

To strengthen the global vision of International Thirukkural
Advancements for Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, the conference
proposes several forward-looking initiatives, including:

o Establishing Thirukkural Chairs at universities worldwide
focusing on moral philosophy, ethics, peace studies, and
intercultural dialogue.
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o Collaborating with UNESCO and international NGOs on
value-based education and peace education initiatives.

o Publishing annotated, multilingual editions of the Thirukkural
with contemporary interpretations and case studies.

) Creating Thirukkural Peace Fellowships for scholars working
in ethics, conflict resolution, education, and psychology.

These initiatives aim to ensure that the Thirukkural continues
to serve not only as a literary classic, but also as a living ethical
resource for humanity.

A Moral Anthem for the Global Family

In essence, the Thirukkural is not merely a Tamil
masterpiece; it is a moral anthem for the global family. Its renewed
relevance in international discourse reflects the enduring truth of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam—a world where wisdom replaces war,
compassion replaces competition, and ethics replace ego.

As we seek to build bridges through education, philosophy,
and cultural diplomacy, Thiruvalluvar’s couplets guide us toward a
future that is not only technologically advanced but also morally
grounded. Let the Kural echo across parliaments, classrooms,
boardrooms, and hearts—reminding humanity that the world is
indeed one family, and that truth, kindness, and justice are the bonds
that unite us.

Conference Theme:

Thirukkural and Ethics, Governance and Government

Sub-Tracks:
e Al and the Propagation of Thirukkural
e Festivals and Rituals in Thirukkural
e World Comparative Literature and Thirukkural
¢ The Impact of Globalization on Thirukkural
¢ Traditional Education Systems and Thirukkural
e Thirukkural Translations

e Poster Presentations on Thirukkural
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Conference Date & Venue:

3 — 4 September 2026
At Australian Catholic University, Black Town , Sydney

Conference Paper Submission Guidelines

Abstract Submission to: Google Form

Format of the Abstract:

Font Type: Tamil — Bamini / English — Times New Roman/
Hindi

Font Size: Title 12 Bold / Sub Title 12 Bold / Body Text 12
Normal, title of figures and tables 10 normal

Line Spacing:1.5
Margins: 2.5 cm (left)
Alignment-justify

Paragraph Indentation: Indent the first line of each paragraph
by 0.5 inches.

Length: Abstracts should be one to two pages, but not more
than three pages in length including the references. Word
limit is 1000 words.

Paper Size: Ag
Referencing Style: APA 7th Edition manual.

Structure of the Abstract:

An abstract should contain references, comparisons to related

work, key theories, and other details found in an extended paper.
Thus, an extended abstract is more than a long abstract. It should
clearly specify theoretical and empirical gaps that the researcher is
addressing, a concise review of seminal work, a brief description of
the methodology used, results obtained, the expected
contributions(s) to theory and practice, and the conclusion resulting
from the study.

The elements of your abstract can be organized in the

following order listed:

Title
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e Author’s Name, Affiliation and Email
e Introduction

e Main body Text (including a concise review of extent
literature methodology)

¢ Conclusion (findings, discussion and summary sections)

e References

Title:

Clear and concise; centered in uppercase.

Author(s):

Full name(s), centered, with affiliations and emails below.
(Affiliations: Include department, institution, city, state, country.)

Introduction:

The introduction of your extended abstract should state the
nature of research gaps you are addressing and why you are studying
it. It should provide background information about the work and
its significance, while highlighting other relevant literature and
specifying how it relates or differs from your work. You should
also discuss the scope and limitations of your study in the
introduction.

Body:

The body of your extended abstract should follow the
introduction and include methodology, results, discussion, and the
directions for future research. The methodology section should be
descriptive enough that the reader can identify what was done.
References to methodology are appropriate. The findings and
discussion sections may be combined. Within the body of your
extended abstract, you can apply as many first-, second-, and third-
level headings as you need.

Conclusion:

Conclusion should describe the findings and discussion.
Summarize the key points of the study without introducing new
information. Discuss the contributions of the study to the field of
research.
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References:

References should be cited within your extended abstract
using APA 7" Edition (American Psychological Association) style.
List all sources cited in the paper and arrange references
alphabetically by the author’s last name.

Example of In-Text Citation and Reference Lists

In-Text Citations: (Author(s) Last Name, Year)
e Single author: (Smith, 2020)
e Two authors: (Johnson & Williams, 2021)
e Three or more authors: (Brown et al., 2019)

List of References

Book

Author(s). (Year). Title of the book. Publisher.

Kruger, F., & Mitchell, B. (2019). Research methodology.
Oxford University Press.

Book Chapter:

Author(s). (Year). Title of chapter. In Editor(s), Title of book
(pp. Page range of chapter). Publisher.

Kilkenny, K. (2020). What is teacher training? In C. Carden
(Ed.), Primary teaching (pp. 23-46).SAGE Publishing.
Journal Article

Author(s). (Year). Title of the article. Title of the Journal,
volume number (issue number), page range. DOI or URL where
available

Williams, M. (2011). Cultural identity, language identity,
gender identity. English Academy Review, 28(1), 1—4. https://
doi.org/10.1080/10131752.2011.573998
Conference Paper

Author(s). (Year). Title of the paper. In Editor(s) of the
Conference (Eds.), Title of the Conference Proceedings (pp. page
range). Publisher. DOI or URL

Smith, J., & Doe, J. (2022). Advancements in Artificial
Intelligence. In M. Johnson (Ed.),
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Innovations in Technology: Proceedings of the Conference
on Technology and Innovation (pp. 45-52). Tech Publishing.
doi:10.1234/conference paper

Newspaper Article

Author(s). (Year, Month Day). Title of article. Newspaper
Name, Page number. URL (if available)

Johnson, S. (2023, September 3). New Discoveries in Space
Exploration. The Daily Gazette, A1, A3. https://www.dailygazette.
com/new-discoveries-space

Website

Author(s) or Organization. (Year, Month Day). Title of the
page. Website Name. Retrieved Date from URL

World Wildlife Fund. (2023, June 15). The Impact of Climate
Change on Biodiversity. World Wildlife Fund. Retrieved March 23,
2023, from https://www.worldwildlife.org/climate-change-impact.

Venue of the Conference

Sydney, one of the world’s most multicultural cities, provides
an ideal setting for this international gathering. As a city that
embodies cultural plurality and intercultural dialogue, Sydney
symbolizes the spirit of openness, coexistence, and mutual respect
that this conference seeks to promote. The event is envisioned not
only as an academic forum but also as a cultural and intellectual
bridge between traditions, disciplines, and communities.

The conference will feature keynote addresses, plenary
sessions, invited lectures, panel discussions, and paper presentation
sessions by distinguished scholars and experts from India, Australia,
and other parts of the world. These sessions will explore a wide
range of themes, including ethical foundations of human dignity,
social justice and equity, intercultural understanding, inclusive
education, gender and social inclusion, peace and non-violence,
leadership and governance, and the role of literature and philosophy
in shaping humane societies. Special attention will be given to the
ways in which the teachings of the Thirukkural can inform
contemporary policy, education, and social practice.

A key objective of the conference is to foster interdisciplinary
dialogue. Contributions are expected from fields such as
philosophy, literature, education, psychology, sociology, political
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science, cultural studies, religious studies, and human rights. By
bringing together diverse disciplinary perspectives, the conference
seeks to generate richer, more holistic understandings of human
diversity and the ethical responsibilities that accompany it. This
interdisciplinary approach reflects the spirit of the Thirukkural
itself, which addresses the individual, society, and the state in an
integrated and balanced manner.

The conference also aims to serve as a platform for young
scholars, researchers, and students to engage with senior academics
and practitioners, share their work, and participate in critical
discussions. In doing so, it hopes to inspire a new generation of
thinkers to engage with classical texts not merely as historical
artifacts, but as living sources of ethical guidance and social insight.
The dialogue between tradition and modernity, and between local
and global perspectives, is a central feature of this initiative.

Beyond academic exchange, the conference emphasizes the
broader social and cultural significance of its theme. In a world
facing challenges such as social polarization, discrimination,
displacement, and conflict, there is a pressing need to reaffirm values
of empathy, respect, and shared humanity. The Thirukkural, with
its profound emphasis on virtue, compassion, justice, and moral
responsibility, offers a powerful moral vocabulary for addressing
these challenges. By situating discussions of human diversity within
this ethical framework, the conference seeks to contribute not only
to scholarship but also to public discourse and social awareness.

The proceedings of the conference are expected to result in a
published volume, thereby extending the impact of the
deliberations to a wider global audience. This publication will serve
as a valuable resource for researchers, educators, policymakers,
and anyone interested in the ethical and philosophical dimensions
of human diversity. It will also stand as a testament to the continuing
relevance of the Thirukkural in addressing some of the most
pressing issues of our time.

Participants can also look forward to cultural programmes
and networking opportunities that celebrate the rich heritage
associated with the Thirukkural and the diverse traditions
represented at the conference. These events will provide informal
spaces for dialogue, collaboration, and the building of lasting
academic and cultural partnerships.
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All scholars, educators, researchers, practitioners, and
students who are interested in the themes of ethics, human dignity,
social harmony, and cultural diversity are warmly invited to
participate in this significant international event in Sydney on 3 - 4
September 2026 and to contribute to a meaningful and forward-
looking global dialogue inspired by the timeless wisdom of the
Thirukkural.

Keynote Speaker

Hon. Dr. Andrew Charlton
MP is a distinguished Australian
economist, entrepreneur, and politician
serving as Cabinet Secretary and Assistant
Minister for Science, Technology and the
Digital Economy in the Australian Federal
| Government. A Rhodes Scholar, he holds
K i a PhD in Economics from Oxford

‘h'

W

b W University and has worked at the London

- School of Economics, Oxford University,

- \ and the United Nations. He served as

Senior Economic Advisor to former Prime

Minister Kevin Rudd during the global financial crisis and was named

a Young Global Leader by the World Economic Forum. He co-

authored Fair Trade for All with Nobel Prize-winning economist

Joseph Stiglitz and is the Federal Member of Parliament for

Parramatta, New South Wales. He is widely regarded as a leading

voice on digital innovation, artificial intelligence, and Australia’s
technology future.

Guest of Honour

Dr. Hugh McDermott MP is a
distinguished Australian lawyer, academic,
and politician serving as NSW
Parliamentary Secretary to the Attorney
General and State Member for Prospect
since 2015. Prior to entering Parliament,
he built a distinguished career as an
international lawyer and university
academic. As a Barrister-at-Law admitted
to the Supreme Court of New South Wales, the High Court of
Australia, and the courts of England, Wales, and the Cayman Islands,
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he has advised major financial institutions, multinational
corporations, and national governments. In his current role, he
assists the Attorney General in delivering policies and law reform
to strengthen Australia’s law and justice framework. He holds a PhD
in Laws and is a proud advocate for Western Sydney.

Keynote Speaker

Senior Attorney T.M.
Ponambalam is a distinguished legal
professional and Tamil cultural ambassador oh '
based in Mauritius. As the Executive ' f
President of the International Thirukkural
Foundation, Mauritius, he plays a pivotal role
in promoting the universal values and literary
heritage of the Thirukkural — the timeless
classical Tamil work of the poet-saint
Thiruvalluvar — on the global stage. With a distinguished career at
the Mauritius Bar as a Senior Attorney, he combines his legal
acumen with a deep passion for Tamil language, literature, and
culture. Through the Foundation, he actively fosters international
academic collaboration, cultural diplomacy, and the propagation
of Thirukkural’s ethical wisdom across nations.

Tan Sri Professor Dr. T. Marimuthu is now an Adjunct
Professor at the School of Education and Cognitive Sciences, Asia
e-University, Kuala Lumpur. He was formerly the Chairman of
Asian Institute of Medicine, Science and
Technology University in Kedah, Malaysia.
Professor Marimuthu obtained his BA (Hons)
in Economics from the University of Malaya
and his MEd and PhD from the University of
Manchester, England. He taught Sociology of
Education at the Faculty of Education,
University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur from
1970 till 1990. During this period Tan Sri has
served as the Deputy Dean of the Faculty,
Head of the Department of Social Foundations, member of the
University Senate and Professor of Social Psychology of Education.
Tan Sri Marimuthu was a Fulbright Scholar at Stanford University,
California and the University of Chicago, USA and has been a
consultant to various international organisations such as UNESCO,
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UNICEF and the World Bank on educational and parliamentary
matters.

Invited Speakers

Prof. Vallipuram
Kanagasingam is a distinguished
academic and administrator serving as the
Vice-Chancellor of Eastern University, Sri
Lanka. He holds a PhD in Management
from the Postgraduate Institute of
Management (PIM), an M.Sc. in
Management (Human Resource
Management) from the University of Sri
Jayewardenepura, and a BBA (Hons) from
Eastern University, Sri Lanka. An alumnus of Eastern University
himself, graduating in 1995, he has worked tirelessly for the
enhancement of the university’s standards. Prior to his appointment
as Vice-Chancellor, he served as Rector of Trincomalee Campus,
Dean of the Faculty of Commerce and Management, and Head of
the Department of Management. He has numerous research papers
published in national and international journals and has authored
several books and monographs. His areas of expertise include
Human Resource Management and Higher Education Management.

Yogachari Nilamegame is a
respected spiritual practitioner and cultural
promoter associated with Reunion Island.
He is known for his dedication to yoga,
traditional knowledge systems, and the
promotion of Indian and Tamil spiritual
v+t heritage among the diaspora community.

* Through his teachings, workshops, and
community initiatives, he has contributed

i to spreading awareness of holistic well-
being, meditation, and cultural values. His efforts have helped
strengthen cultural identity and spiritual practices among Tamil-
origin communities in Reunion, reflecting a commitment to
preserving and sharing ancient wisdom in a modern global context.

__\
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Prof. S. Ravi is a distinguished
academician and currently serves as the
Dean of the School of Social Sciences and
Humanities at the Central University of
Tamil Nadu, Thiruvarur. With extensive
experience in higher education, he has
contributed significantly to teaching,
research, and academic administration. He
is known for his commitment to
interdisciplinary studies, fostering critical thinking, and promoting
quality research among students and scholars. Prof. Ravi has also
been actively involved in academic planning, curriculum
development, and organizing conferences, thereby strengthening
the academic environment and scholarly engagement within the
university.

; Prof. B. Ravikumar is a
‘I- distinguished scholar, academician,
- and literary critic currently serving as
Professor and Head of the Subramania
Bharathi School of Tamil at
Pondicherry University. With over 20
years of teaching and research
experience, he has made significant
contributions to Tamil language,
literature, and comparative literary
studies. His areas of specialization include Modern Tamil Literature,
Literary Criticism, and Comparative Literature. Throughout his
academic career, he has been actively engaged in teaching, research,
mentoring scholars, and promoting interdisciplinary approaches
to literary studies. A recipient of numerous honours, Prof.
Ravikumar has been awarded five Gold Medals and several
prestigious literary and academic awards in recognition of his
outstanding contributions to Tamil scholarship and creative writing.
One of his most notable achievements was winning the First Prize,
comprising ! 1,00,000 in cash and a Gold Medal, in the International
Poetry Competition organized during the World Classical Tamil
Conference (Ulaga Tamil Semmozhi Manadu), Coimbatore, in 2010.
The award was presented by the then Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu,
Dr. M. Karunanidhi, acknowledging his exceptional poetic
excellence and literary contribution.
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Dr. Aranga M. Murugaiyan is an
accomplished academician and scholar
serving as Assistant Professor of Tamil at
the Pondicherry University Community
College, Puducherry. He is recognized for
his dedication to teaching, research, and the
promotion of Tamil language and literature
through innovative and learner-centred
approaches. His academic interests
encompass Classical Tamil Literature,
Modern Tamil Literature, Tamil Grammar, Comparative Literature,
Folklore, and Tamil Cultural Studies. He has actively contributed
to the advancement of Tamil studies through teaching, curriculum
development, research publications, and participation in national
and international academic forums. Dr. Murugaiyan has presented
numerous research papers at seminars and conferences and has
published scholarly articles in reputed journals and edited volumes.
His research reflects a strong commitment to preserving the rich
literary heritage of Tamil while exploring its relevance in
contemporary society. He has also been actively involved in
extension activities, community outreach programmes, and
initiatives that promote Tamil language, culture, and values among
students and the wider community.

Dr. Anuratha A/P Rajasegaram
is an accomplished academic associated
with the Department of Indian Studies,
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences,
University of Malaya, Malaysia. She is
known for her contributions to Indian and
Tamil studies, with a focus on language,
literature, and cultural traditions. Actively
engaged in teaching and research, she has
guided students and contributed to
scholarly discussions through
publications and academic forums. Her
work reflects a commitment to promoting
Indian heritage and fostering cross-cultural understanding within
the Malaysian and international academic community.
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Pulavar Kaviri Mainthan is a
distinguished Tamil scholar, poet,
orator, and literary personality from
Chennai, renowned for his lifelong
dedication to the promotion of Tamil
language, literature, and culture.
Through his engaging lectures, literary
writings, and participation in numerous
academic and cultural forums, he has
made significant contributions to the
dissemination of classical Tamil values
and the rich literary heritage of Tamil
civilization. An eloquent speaker and respected scholar, Pulavar
Kaviri Mainthan has actively participated in literary conferences,
Thirukkural seminars, and cultural programmes across India and
abroad. His scholarly discourses on Thirukkural, Sangam literature,
Tamil ethics, and the works of eminent Tamil poets have inspired
students, researchers, and lovers of Tamil literature alike.

Dr. K. Thilagavathy is a
' distinguished academician associated
with Tamil University, Thanjavur, known
for her contributions to Tamil language,
literature, and research. With extensive
experience in teaching and scholarship,
% she has played a significant role in
. promoting classical and modern Tamil
studies. She has been actively involved in
guiding research scholars, participating in
academic conferences, and contributing
to publications in her field. Her work reflects a deep commitment
to preserving Tamil heritage and advancing scholarly inquiry,
making her a respected figure in the academic community of Tamil

studies.

Mr. Satyendra Peerthum is a
distinguished historian and archivist from
Mauritius, known for his significant
contributions to preserving the island’s
historical heritage. He has been closely
associated with the National Archives of
Mauritius, where he has played a vital role
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in documenting and interpreting the history of indentured labour,
particularly the experiences of Indian immigrants. Through his
research, publications, and public lectures, he has brought global
attention to the cultural and historical legacy of Mauritius. His work
reflects a deep commitment to archival preservation, historical
scholarship, and promoting awareness of multicultural heritage.
He is the Treasurer of the International Thirukkural Foundation,
Mauritius.

Conference Team

Dr. Armoogum
Parsuramen is a distinguished
statesman, educationist, and
cultural leader from Mauritius.
Former Director, UNESCO. He is
the Founder and President of the
International Thirukkural
Foundation, dedicated to
promoting the universal values of
the Thirukkural across the world.
A former Minister of Education, he has played a pivotal role in
advancing educational reforms and cultural development in
Mauritius. Widely respected for his leadership and vision, he has
been actively involved in international initiatives that foster
intercultural dialogue, moral education, and the preservation of
Tamil heritage. His contributions reflect a lifelong commitment to
education, ethics, and global cultural harmony.

Prof. Panch. Ramalingam is
an eminent academician and
psychologist currently serving as
Emeritus Resource Faculty at the
prestigious  Rashtriya  Raksha
University, Ahmedabad. Formerly
Professor cum Director of the UGC-
Malaviya Mission Teacher Training
Centre at Pondicherry University,
Puducherry, he has made enduring
contributions to teacher education,
school psychology, and human resource
development. He serves as International President of the Asia
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Pacific School Psychology Association (APSPA) and President of
the Indian School Psychology Association (InSPA), championing
the advancement of school psychology across India and the Asia-
Pacific region. His distinguished career spans research, training,
and policy advocacy, earning him national and international
recognition as a transformative leader in psychology and education.
He is the General Secretary, International Thirukkural Foundation,
Mauritius.

Dr. Chandrika Subramaniyan is a
* prominent lawyer, community leader, and
prolific author based in Sydney, Australia.
Admitted to practise as a solicitor and
barrister in the Supreme Court of New South
Wales, she is the founder of her own law firm,
SUCCESS Lawyers & Barristers. Inspired by
« the plight of refugee and migrant women, she
‘ dedicates time each week to providing free
legal advice to vulnerable communities. She
has authored fifty books in English and Tamil on media, women,
leadership, law, and ethics, and has been honoured with the
Premier’s Harmony Medal 2019, Citizen of the Year 2019, and the
Outstanding Overseas Tamil Scholar Award from the Government
of Tamil Nadu.

Mavai So. Thangarajah is a
distinguished cultural leader and
dedicated advocate of Tamil heritage
from Sri Lanka. He is the Founder of the
International Tamil Cultural Centre,
Jaffna, and serves as an Advisor to the
International Movement for Tamil
Culture. Through his leadership, he has
actively promoted Tamil language, arts,
and cultural identity at both national and
international levels. He has been instrumental in organizing cultural
programs, fostering global Tamil unity, and supporting initiatives
that preserve and disseminate Tamil traditions. His contributions
reflect a lifelong commitment to strengthening Tamil cultural
awareness and heritage.
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| Dato’ Dr. M. Gopala Krishnan

' Reddy is a distinguished Malaysian
‘! leader in the logistics and shipping
} sector, serving as the Group Executive
. Chairman and CEO of Atlantic Container
| Lines Sdn Bhd. Born in 1957, he brings
over four decades of extensive industry
experience. He holds an Honorary
Doctorate in Logistics and Supply Chain
Management and is widely respected for his visionary leadership.
Beyond business, he actively contributes to cultural and
community development. He currently serves as the President of
the World Tamil Cultural Organisation, Malaysia, promoting Tamil
heritage, global cultural exchange, and community engagement.

Mr. T. Ganesan is a prominent
Tamil activist based in Malaysia, known
for his dedicated efforts in promoting
. Tamil language and cultural values. He
serves as the International Coordinator
for the International Thirukkural
Foundation, playing a key role in
spreading the universal teachings of the
Thirukkural across global communities.
He is General Secretary of the
International Movement for Tamil Culture. He is also a former CEO
of YSS, Malaysia, where he contributed significantly to
organizational development and community initiatives. Through
his active involvement in cultural and social platforms, he continues
to work towards strengthening Tamil identity, fostering cultural
awareness, and connecting Tamil diaspora communities worldwide.

International Thirukkural Foundation, Mauritius

Founder Chairman:
Dr. Armoogum Parsuramen, Mauritius

Executive President:
Senior Attorney Mr. T.M. Ponambalum, Mauritius

Vice President:

Dr. John Samuel, Director, Institute of Asian Studies, Chennai
Regional Vice-Presidents:

Arab States - Dr. Ravi Govindarajan, Qatar
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Asia & Pacific - Dr. N. Murugan (Seyon), Chennai, India

Dr. Anuratha Rajasegaaram, Malaysia

Europe - Mr. Mavai So. Thangarajah, Germany

Latin America & Caribbean - Shri. Caldwell Velnambi, USA
General Secretary:

Prof. Panch. Ramalingam, Puducherry, India
Mobile:+91-9443352476

Treasurer
Satyendra Peertham, Mauritius
International Coordinators:
Dr. A. Baheerathan, London
Prof. D. Umadevi, University of Delhi
Mr. T. Ganesan, Malaysia
Dr. K. Thilagavathy, Tamil University, Thanjavur
Country Secretaries:
Australia - Dr. Sithambarakumar, Thevendram Pillai
Germany - Shri Pon. Srijeevagan, India
Prof. M. Karunanidhi, Puducherry
Dr. K.M. Kamala Murugan, Chennai
Malaysia - Dr. M. Gopalakrishnan
Japan - Shri. S. Sathishkumar
Qatar - Shri. Ravi Govindarajan
Re Union - Yogachari Nilamegame
Sri Lanka - Dr Ravinthirakumaran Navaratnam,
University of Vavuniya
Thailand - Mrs. Gayathri Vinod
Conference Committee
Dr. Chandrika Subramaniyan
Conference Director

Sydney, Contact details: +61-433099000,
valluvarsydney@gmail.com

Mrs Indhumathi Sirinvasan

Conference secretary for Australia.
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2 eogemmefil  eumIemID, L&, FDSFHIEULSEHTENID, SHDMIEF LD
&MGsH@B OHMID SMeoBemed MHMD GUITEID  FEUTEOSHED6IT
aSTEEHTETEBD CHISHSD RESW BTESHET FenU 2015 Spd
Syevoniged 17 Bewevs g BH@D ANNflBs5SH BeosSHemern
SIPWPsILGSSWE). BeueileosEseT 2030 SpID SHEUTDGSET
Bewevss BOGLD, FLOSGIGUDNEST DHMILD CUETLDTEN 2_606M&
2_(HOUTEGSEUSDSNETT NFLDLT (B S LIDNSs SHSLILGSETDEDT.
BCz8euemen, &iomT GueorLmuipd SbeTTBHEBHHE LPESTEDIT
QINMPHS HmevsTEnauT SHeug SHmeHGmefeo S, s
WHMID Petrud Spdw eumpefluied QBNsefletr 2em g wevfls
[BEOEUMLDEY, &epd [BF, meveor s, &Hevefl, eumIEHID @I,
SOMIFSHPO LMGSTIL OMID WesllBGHWIL  LewTLsemer
aedlmisSwjetemii. BaalGengullstt CrMssWD, SHbsEnerisd
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SLDOLMID &(HSHSHSHMETUID RHHW HTBS&ET FemLulesr 17
Beweosg Bhe JleEsd Beosesemenud QUG
SlapnsdmLulonea SHSSWEH QMM 6D &6 e
OLIMUGISTSID. SpUlanerg SIefiied  HE)ISUPEDDEDU
SIQUILIEOLWITSS CI&TEWIL  [HT6OMLIe| WOHMID 2 6TaTL&sL
uGLILMUIeY] (pewmsemsTL  LIWLeTLGSHIBNS. SHbsemerler
GaibHasGsaLILLL GeTaer wwoHmib efDBe  asmiumer
OpeuemiigeT QUG wenpulled uGLLMIey SEWIwIILILL 6o
SpliefledT  SHEWILIGE0EET, eumIenD @I, SILDmesr Sevef,
unedlesr FLDSGIEULD, [HELEOM S, QLINTMILILITEST [BIST6Y, SHDMIFEHLD6D
uNgsLY WHID 2 608 Siempd Gumetin LisoGeum) Bemeod g
BheD SefiBs8 BoSGHEBLET STLALEOLI SH(HSSIHSH6T
SmesGDefled LTINS STEULILEGSETDET  66iTLIENS
aaefllu@s g Seimer. Gweayw, SwmeGweT wwefls
WWLILESSLILLL DOHMID SHWEBN &MibHS Beneoss BnELD
aueMiESGanes QUfSMR HIeons efemmhiGSns eTeiLIEnGWLD
Beuauniiey &LRSSTGSDE). eeviGel, Hpo&merlesr eumpsiiliieo
fibseneuige Bele 2 eodett Bewevss BHGLD HeNHsS
BO&EGHMET JDLOISDHSHTEN NDAOBH WOMID  Feps
SIREFHENSHEMNS EUDPMHISHHSIQUIENE  ETETLGILEN, DS 6rf60T
Bewengs BHGSWD WLOMID HOWES 6CUMTLDE DS W
2 BaNsGUSDHETEN WHBW N ST (B S 60 &en6rTi|Ld
AULDPMBIGSETTM6DT.

Wosnenr QFMDUSHISST: SmHEGSDET, Beneogs BOHSLD
STefpss Gevsgser CDGY), Smeusiteneur, Beneosseimemip,
wevflg meveunipey, Beweodd BOGLD euemigd), evfls; GLOLING.

1. SIMapsb

Bemevs g Bi@b AHieflpsd Sustainable Development) erssiuig
SHCLTMSIW  SHeweopenpuiledt CLIMIBETTSNT, Fepd LDOMID SHMIFFHLPED
ComauseneTll LpTsd QFLID HCHCeuemen, edisHmer geneodpenmuieo
ShisaTg Comeusamerl Lpisd QFUWD SHoenenr UTHEHEHTDEO
WPICTHNSMS 2 MISILGSSID 6UeTTES (LPMOUINGLD. 2 605D et
amien, U, FDSFEEUNETEND, SO FIGH®B, SHTeoBensd ML
HOID Feps ANbBSseT GuUeln LGN FeuTedsHemeT  IBTEHTETIIDB
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QBB BFFAUTOHEDHS RHHRISMEWIHS SieMel QUPRIGD GHSS60,
REAW BIBSH6T FoU 2015 Jplb Spavui 2030 Bewevsg BH&D
IS Bawpsdls Srisdesr (2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Developmen?) & 17 Bewevss Boed  AHiABSS Devs@sHemen
(Sustainable Development Goals - SDGs) SiMwsLUBSSWSE.
Bereflevs a6 eunienid @I, SoiDTeur SH6vefl, Limedlesr FLoggieud, meveom 4,
OLIM@BEMISNT  eueTidd], &SDMIFHPEO LMGHSILIL DOMID 2 608% SHewLDH
2 emerfilL LISOGeUM)| SHIEDDEHEMET 2_6TaTLSHSUSTSLD.

S8ID eosBw wOAd HApILd Qumd HmsGweT, evfls
QIMp&enHUTET Demeridg UMDTEIBISEDETLD 2 6TeTLsHWw 2 _60sLl
OILIMGIDEMOLINGS SHBSLILGSEDE. SHBeueTEneul DD, EWIMB6T LDHMILD
BetTLD SpBw  epetim leliiewL.  eumpeluled Bamiun@aerfiett 2em s
Sevllneslls @D, Fepsll OLMMILIL], HeveoM ], Sevefl, FIDSFIAID, BISH6LD,
&OMIFEHPEd &NMbES SHFHENEnSH6T DHMID LDevGBHWIL  LIGTTL| 5606
el mISSU|6TenT. BESHSHISHSH6ET Lieveyd estempll Bemeos gl BNE&LD
SNBSS BOHSSHEBLE OBHHRISW CIFTLITENLIS 6\SHMETTB6TeT6T.

aieurGey, HHmEHGMeriled QeuafiLILGSSILLB6Tem eunmpeflulsd DHIILD
AweBMs GarLn@assT, Heleor 2 eofetr Bewevss BHGWL lefBsS
BHEMSHSHIGENET  HDLOUSDSHTEN  CUSYIEUTET  QBMNAPDD SIS SETLDTS
SienDSeEsT. BbS SNQLILIEHLUNED, SHSHSMeTI6 SHIBSHISHHMETULID RSB
BI@s6T FewUulesr 17 Beweosgs BOHGL IHleBSSH SeosE&GSHEmETLILD
RUIILE, SlaupmisSenLuleones &HSHUD OSTLALSHENETU|D Lb6vfls
meoeumpeflihamesr Seubmledt LrbisefilienLd Sprmieuds s BemTulest

GBT&SLDIGLD.

2. dmsGDEBD &AW HEIGsST Feouulehr 17  Beneoss)
Bhew IipssE Bos&sEHD

BmBSDeT Devfls  eumpsemsulet HDABH, Fepsll  ELMMILIL,
BeveOL S, OWIMIBEMISNT (PeiTGeNDIMLD HMID SUIHEns LMHSTLIL] Spdw
uebGeum UMDTETHIGENET 2 6TaTLHSHW 2 06  EILNHIDDDUITSHS
sG5UILGSDE. B&Sw mrEser semu  (United Nations, 2015
(peiremausgieTer 17  Bemensg BHGD MleflBsS Beos@ser (SDGS
2 _evgemneflwl  [Bewevss BOHGW S6iTewD, &SG6UD HOMID 6wl
[BE0UMDEm6EY  BODLIGSGI6UNS CHNSHEHIDNSES: C\&mei(BsTerer. eueflm
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&b56m60T LDILIGEHLD SeueuGoun) SHMevsLLhiserfled 2 (Heumenmayid, Seubniedr
SielienL Crnsamseailed GMUILILES568 RDMIDLDSST SHTerrLILIBS6oTDenT.

2.1 SDG1 emenwpwpdn 2 eosbd (No Poverty)

aneowew  RILG SDGs @t wpged  HmMID  SigliLiemL
Bevsan@b (United Nations, 2015). Smeusiteneut 6\FsoeusHetr SeLpsLl
euMmILenU euedlmiss, Fews LDHMID LISTEne HNSHEST WSS FamIseNTTas
SHSADTT. GSOIILTE “Fens . HPemsHed SLDOLMID Gneas, SelibuT
6FevaID &eps [HOOENISHSHTHI LWETUGSSILL GoustorBd  eT6iTLINS
TBS5SEMISHHTDENT. FepSsHe0 OLNGBEMSTT FHWTs LeSHBULICITHEDHS
Sp5I6)] QUPHIGHEO LDHMID EUeTHIGED6T BuImuDTes wpenpuied LBbg)
QaneTag eamen RLNDSETET  SHeliLedL U P MS&ETTGLD.
Beauauemauied, Hms@mer SDG 1 et Faps HHemT  CHISHSHSSIL6T
R5Hmaemeus e\sne@eteng (Parimelazhagar, 2007).

2.2 SDG 2 udlwpm 2 edsd (Zero Hungen)
SHEUSTEHEUT 2 LD6)s ESMEmeD 2 606iT 2 UNTBMUITSS: SXHSHIHDMT.

“2_1pgl6etor® 6uMDEUTGT 6UMLDEUMT LDMH E)DEVEVLD
QOSTWEITG Neie\Fe0 LeuT (@meT 1033)

8B5s G, 2 ewalll LMHSMINDSD OUTGeTESTT Beneods)
B> SeiTenins@id Gevermentrenipuett SQUILIEHLLI LTINS elBSSInISSmE).
SDG 2 @6t wp&Bw Gomnésmsenmenr L& QUL 2 ewrel LINSISMLIL
HMID Beweoss BHGW Geuenmetorenid SpSwlemer SiheGefletr 2 pey
GDeTHEHLEN  CHIRWNS OFMLILUGSeTmen. 2 6wiey 2 HUsSSHenw
SiPsMiuGsT@ L@W6veombed, efls eumpeflett [Bewevss BH&LD
S6tTenenW 2 MISLILIGSSID S\5Meons Geusmmenrend SHSLILGaSID Shi&
SMUIILEssasMEWD (United Nations, 2015).

2.3 SDG 3 peveo DpGrneEBwiepd Heveumpeyd (Good
Health and Well-being)
Bme@mefled 2 ewre), @UWESHSD WDHMID 2 L6d [HEVENT CIHTLITLITE

SHBBIHSHET LITeUeOTas: SHTeILGSTDeT. GOILILTG “IDiHbEI HNSHMese0,
@GBmi  eugmbed FEHGD eUMP&Hms (WPdDEW AMHS LDBSSIEUD 6160
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e LMSSILGSEDE. SleTaunbg 2 ewrLg, SLGLILMTLITEN  6UMD&ms
auMpeus| LDMHMID L 6dID6wT [HevementL! Guemieug CUTEID S(HSSIHEH6T
SDG 3 @61 GHN&sSMmISEHLENT R55ILICLTS6De. Wevllseuiletr gevfliL
[BEOSID &epS [HEOEDID RETEDMEILTENT) EISMLITLEDLUIEDEN  6I6TTLIENS
SHEUSTEBOUT S 19SS BHDMIT.

2.4 SDG 4 gmpwonerr ®evefl (Quality Education)

“she SELDS Sbhumer  (GmeT 39) eem  SmeusTeneurie
ShSGl, SIDer GHeoell WDHMID GUMLDIBT6T (LPIPEUFHID Hbmed etetim SDG
4 @eir CENEHEHHMS LNTSLOSSD. Sevefl eredrLg Qeumid SHpleweuLl
LMD  EVFUIEOLPEDDUITS  Di606VMDED, LDevflgedflledr @SsD, Hbgemes
WHMID Fepsl OLMMILILjevoTTeney GLODLIGSSID ShHeMTSHaD SHESUILGSDS.
aeurGey, HpHGmeflett seveflld dbgenesimer SDG 4 @eir evlls  euer
GWUMG CHISHSSILETT QBHHRISW OSTLITLEDLIEDE.

25 SDGS5 wuneller &wnsgeud (Gender Equality)

SHhHSDelsd Geveom uMPHEHUT6HT SeuDNSE& 6\ListoTetnlledT LMk
WPEALDTEISTSHE SHBSILGEDS. “QUMDEMmSHS SENEIHOD  HSHTESS0
SLbOUMID GDeTHET GSOBLUSTe [HEv6T, RWHSHD OHMID Feps
Beneoggeiembuier GLersaflent UmseflienL T BSHSMISSH6iTMET.
B5aMHSGISHHET OUamseafler WAL WLOMID Sepsl umseflenu
SmSasfiiugesr eapeob SDG 5 et SigliuewL  GbMs & MhisEHL 6
O\BMLTLLIBGSetTme60T.

2.6 SDG 6 - gmiewwwner B &sMsMIpd (Clean Water
and Sanitation)

“curresfllett MI6VBLD CUPTRIS EUBSEVTE0
STENADSID esimienH UMb @meT 1)

e HmID BT euemmseflenr wWeHBWSFHIUSMS DHeueTEHET
Wseb egefens efensgdomi. 2 uliflemiseflett eumpey, Geusmmetorenid
ONID Feps WPETCEIDODD SpH JHWMFGBDGSD BT SlieLiLIeHLILIMTEDT
6UeMDMGWD. BT eueMhIGemeT LNGSTULGID Bemeowimesr  pewmuied
uweTu@sZHIeugID SDG 6 @6t ewbw  GEHMSHSHLIGLD. Beucuensuled
BHSSDET, QuDens euem  GeonesTenulelT HDEOBY  SHSGHETHMS
QULDMHIGSDE)-
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2.7 SDGs whmib Hmssmer

SIBsCunesim SDG 7 (@mienwwnesr Shpmed), SDG 8 B&HS
GeuemeveumiILiL| HMID OWNeanT euemied), SDG 9 ([giemp HMID
e rsiLemll), SDG 10 (Fsgleuserembemuis &omnsss), SDG 11
([Beweowiment B&OTRISST), SDG12 @uUMMLLNEsT HisTa), SDG 13 (@meoBsmen
pLaugsems), SDG 14 [Brilwed 2 uliflers ungasmil), SDG 15 ([Beoeurp
o wiflers ungismil), SDG 16 (Siewnd, BF WOHMID eugyeuTEDT
Boieuestmusen) wHMID SDG 17 EarLmeenn) ShS Be0&HESSHEBLEDILD
Bma@nerleit SHDABD, HELEOTI S, Fepd QMDMIEHID, SHHMIFTHLPEO LITSISTLIL|
wLHmid weflsBrws dApbgamensst GHUINSFH5HE R5IHMEmeus
e\&MewTBeTees.  BFH6ITEPEVD, HIHSHGMET @(H LILDEMLDWITENT ool
L6DLLILING DL (BLD6DEOMIDED, [Bewevss BNGWL HefESSssmen [Heleor
2 egammeilil  C\STETEMSESHEHHS UNSTLBLD ADENBI  SHEUCTIILDTSHE|LD
sflemmhiGSmE.

3. sdflanswb

SHESOET QQMID @WW&S [HI6OMS DL (BLDEEOITIDED, LD6vlls
QNDEEDSUTNET DHeWEuSE! LIfLDTemImisHenemuLd 2 _6TemL&Sul [Bemeodgl BieLd
SiNeipsSaanen @b OBMWPHD aUASTLIQUITSOD eflemMhiGSngl. 26w
BIGseT Feouule 17 Beweoss Bhewb Silemss Beossssr SDGY
2 _eomenmefi Dlerrefled aumewd QLIL, Feps BF, HDHMIFEHPED LITHSTLIL
HMID  OUMGBETSTT  (PTBTDMSHENS GHISHSHIDNGHS — C1STETTB6TOTET.
aefleniD, BeucllOHEGHMET HMLAUSNHG SNTFMMHIHS CISMTETENSHSHET,
QFMOEOBHILL  WETGTDDMISET LDHMID EINIHETISNT 6UeTMHISET DL BED
GUITGILDITETTEMEN D606V, DiUNEDD CVUNNISILDNS FEDLAPEODLILIBSSHIUSDS
S6SIBLITSET LMD FeLpashis6rledl LDETTLILITEITENID, [HLI6WE DHMID HDEWBA
&g QWMmLiLjevoriefleyd MDD erpLL Geuevor®LD.

856 SaGaILEH LMSEGLEUTg, Smesewer SDGs&E
RG SDOBN JRSFTHMS QPBIGHDS. oo QUAINDETS Fens
omib udiey, udenw QUILGHSTS 2 1pey WLOHMID 2 MHLSGSH, HELED
SpCIMEGBLSSNHSTH QIBISTEN OUTLDHMS (LPEDMD, SILDTEN  SH606HEHSTS
QsMLigAwnest &HMed, Heveor d&sns [ WLOHMID EMmLILjevTTey
SpBweunenm HmevsTeneu eueNISHBDNT. BESHHSHISHHET HEDESSHID
afDfe @6t DlgliLewL CHISHMISEBLET OBBHRSW OSILTMLS
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O\&MeTuTB6IT6TENT. SFH60T eLpeoLd, [H6liesr 2 E0&HD CIHTOSHTETEHLD LSO Fepd
LOMID SFONEHPEO FOUTOHEHSS BHSGDeNEd sHregems WBHlw
QST BFHE0S6T STewrliLBPeTmes er6iiLg 6&efleundng.

Gweyd, SDGs QuEBUNYID Q&msTens WHMID OFWHUMG
SlpLiuenLuleonesr  Beo&GSHeMTs  enmbgleTen  Bemeouled, HmSHSMeiT
SaUHEOD JNDLAFSHSS Gsemeuwinen LeflEGHU OHMID SDOBBIETT
LT &HeneT  GIeMT&GSID @@h eumpsilied S5GI5Hms aIPHIGSDE.
2 gmewions, SDG 16 @b auedlmiSSLILGL Semnd, B HMID eusyieurewt
BojeuenmhiseT 616D RevSHGSH6T, Hhs@Smeflenr meveon dl, HBEBEHEOEHLD
WHDID SHWOB UDPIL CUTSHENETHEBLEIT RSHBENEFENEUS C\STETIB6ITET6DT.
SIBsBumstim), SDG 13, 14 DHMID 15 SpSW HOHMIFEHPEL FMTES BEVHGSHHT,
Bupens euemhisefle (PpHBLSHIGUD OMID Sewerss 2 uliserfldpd
S(HemenT HMUL Geustor(BLD eTedim  SHpeusimerpeuriesr g em6uraErnL 6ot
\SMLITLLIGS6tTme6DT.

areuGey, SHHEGSMEBLD SDGs2 b QeueuGeum  SMeLSLLMTgefed
GameitHlul(BESTaID, D6vlls HEvEUNLDE), Seps FDSFHIOUD LDHMID [Benevssi
BDGD euerisd] er6sim Gwngeunent Crm&Sed Qeilenemrdeiinent. Ss6orev,
SHHSDEMeT 6H LML eos&dwipns oL BLesT, 21SplD HITHDMETTI6EH
Beweosg Bh@D SNBSS FauneosEnsE& HDOH WHMID esllsGHIL
QUPSM (BHEWED QUPTRIGLD 2 6cosm6mmeilLl SHHEN6ETT CUATLDTSHEYLD &H(Hd (LPLRUILD.

SlLLaenewor 1, LHBW HIBS6T FewLuletr 17 Beweosg BHe&LD
SIeflpsS Bevs@sen (DG whmib HmesGmeafled smevorliLIGLD
CBMLIALDLIL GeTaehadenLuieonsst apsdued aidamnasne eflens&Hmal.

Sl Leuenemnr 1: Beweosg BHGD Hlepsd Bevs@ser (SDGY)
whnib BmeESnaflet AHPOENS CaHmun@ser: @7 QUG uGLumle)

SDG Bo05& E\BITLITL{6mLWI
BGHSDeTS6T

SDG 1 eumempwibhn 2 6vsLd 216, 221, 225

SDG 2 udlwpm 2 evsd 1031, 1033, 1035

SDG 3 SGunm&Swpld HEvEUMLDE LD 941, 943, 945
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SDG 4 smwnen sevefl 391, 392, 396
SDG 5 wunedlewr FDsgl6uD 52, 54, 57
SDG 6 gmienwwimesr [Bit 1, 12, 20

SDG7 gmienwiner OhHmed LOMHMILD
66Tl LIMGISHITLIL 422, 431, 478

SDG 8 GeueweveumiLILLD SLITEHETIST
euenEdlu|Ld 611, 619, 620

SDG9 6, LGemD HMID SLLEMLDLIL 467, 595, 602
SDG 10 &&GIEIIETENLDEMLIS SEDMESH6E0 214, 242, 314

SDG 11 Bewmeowimesr B&HOMIGET DOMID Fepsmiset 731, 734, 738

SDG 12 eummiiunes misiie) 478, 479, 481
SDG 13 smeviBemed [HLEUIRSEDS 1, 15, 18
SDG 14 Biflwed euerm LIMgSHMLIIL 20, 1032
SDG 15 Beoeump 2 ulfleors LmgssmLL 321, 322, 327
SDG 16 Siewwnd, B8 wHMID Heveom &l 541, 547, 551
SDG 17 &alLnewrenid WDHMID RSSIEHLPLIL| 786, 788, 801

@aeeunm SDG&GD OUMBHESSSaW GDETE6T, SHeubmes seps,
QUINBEMTSTT, &OMIFHPEd WLOMID ADOBMFTT 2 eTenL&sMmiserledt
SlgliiemLuled  BHMHOSBSSLILILB6TETen. 2 FHTT6wILDNs, eUmend QUL
DG ) whmib uAwdn 2 eosbd DG 2) QgnLiUNET Beo&GSH6T, Fens,
udiiey wHMID 2 LpeflesT (WPHBWSHIUSMS CUILMISHID GSM6ITEHEBLET
BemerasLILILBeTemen.  HEHBUMetIM), Fowmenr &eoell (SDG 4), umeSlewr
goggeud (DG 5), meveom dl (SDG 16) whHmIb FaLLnetrewd SDG 17)
GunetTD BevaSE6lT, SheusEnauT euedimiSSUI SH6vell, GBI 6MIPLLIIEET,
B8, BGBemeeD WLWHHD BLY UDPW &GS 6 S EDL6T
OBMLALUGSSLILL BeTerTeot.

Geyd, B eueTl LUMHSILIL, STeOBENED [HLENQEHMS LDHMILD
2 uifleol uetTpESSH6iTemD GUNEIN &OMIFHPEL FMibs SDGS&EBH@GLD
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SmsGefled  smewiLUGL QSuibens wWHOHMID 2 ulf WY FibBS
AbFemenHEbHGID BewLGW augyeurer QSMLITL sTenrliLGSmg. eenGea,
85H5 JlLaewent SmHHSDsT @@ ummbufiu  @eosSwil  LewLUUNS
oL Gosi, Beflenr Bemeosil Bhe> SIAGESE ABBOTHEBES SHDAED
WHID ellGCHW SieSHENHens QUPHIGD HTE0HSTEL PTG Hnfeys
semehSuIbnaeid efleMhiGSng eeLems QOeueflLESSHISDGI.

3. ey WOMID 6\SmeTens  LIfbgIenIseiT

Beuaumiiey, Hmps@merflsd SLIDOLMID eunpefluied HMID HDEBNNEF
fbgenensst R&HW BTGssT FenLulen 17 Beweoss BHGL Slefpss
BesesebLe (SDGY) NMUILESEs smSSUSH @&5SmEMmas
esnesmBeenent  eteiiLenS eueflLBHSWeTeng). &N @revorLmuimb
OLBHEBHHS WP SWODLILILL HHSHSDET, LDewllE HeveUMLDeY, Feps
B8, emeno @I, &Heoefl GLLUNG, HeveonLdl, &HMIFHLPEO LIMSHSTLIL
LOHMID 2 608 Sewwnd Gumeiim ueBam Gewmaefied @edTmid
OILIMBESSHEalWl QUNSTLBH0SHMT CUPRIGSDE. Spulefledr LGLILMLeY,
SmeusT@pauT el MISSUI DIMID, SHHEDETOT, EWIMMILIL|ETITTEY, FLDSHZHIEULD
oMb @55 emPLULY  Gunetn  eflpuiwrisst SDGs@eir  SigliLienL
GBTESMISEBLET SHLPLDNG CSMLITENLILIEDE 6T6iTLIeNS 2 MISLILIGSHBDE!.

Gweyb, SDGs 2 evgemnefl  SIdeflpFSesEMenT  OFWHUTLBES
SLLemDLUMU 6eupaIGlD Beneouled, HmESDET SleuHenm
BEOLPHDLILGSHOUSDESS CoHemauinest DB oMb  esflsGmw
SIRSHTSHMS QUPRIGHDE. eeoiGel, SmHsEGmenaT @b uTTbufiu Susip
Be0s58WIDTS  DLGEEVEOMDE, Beweosd BhHGW SielhsSesmer
2 _eosmemnefll  HbHEMETT CUEMDIZEYD DNEWIGSEUSH AHUAWIDTSLID. S6vefl,
peoeor s, Feps lef(hdd OMID &OMIFHPO LMFHSTIL GLTETD
gleomsefleo  Hmpa@neilen HbsemerHemeT  QBHISEDETILILIGET  eLp6eOLD,
Beweosg BH@&LD HMID RBHISenenTHS euaTisdlenil 2ors@Ge&s LplRULD.
85601 epeold, HhEGMeT WesllsGesdeit Bemevs g BHGLD eHTaHnesms
GBied UNSTELD STe0sEMed HUING EBMLPEDD SHEUSTIILDISS SHDBDE.

Beueumiieiest (pipeyssiT, HhHas@merfled 2 eTem HMWEBN LDHMILD
wefllsCmLs SHHSGISS6T R&HHL BIEseT samuuler Beneoss BHELD
SNeps58 Bevs@semer (SDGY HEOLAPEHDUILIGSSHIOUSDHSTEN eusyeTest
OBBILPEDD DSSENTSMS EUDMHISHETD6 6l6tTLInS CeuerfiLILIBSgISesTmenT.
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sieniGeu, HmsEmeflen Sbsenesigmenar FnaTe0 HiBESDS OSHTETENSS6IT
OMID  Fepsd WTCIDNS SLLMISEBHLENT Q(HMHISMETTLILISH & Teur
QUMUILILS6T  SmevotLILI(BSesTment.

seoeflg glempulled, HmeEGmefieo GLDOLMID RUWESLD,
QUNMLIL|eToTITe), FLDGGHOUD HMID SHHMISFEHPd AL |6v0TTe] CSMLITLITE
SHSGISHENET LITLSSL L MHISEHLE0T @eMTITLILISET eLpevLD LDTesureNg6rflenL Gul
Beweosgl BOGWD euemisd GMss elfliLewrienss GLDLGSS wWIQU|LD.
enlluns, SDGS agnLiunes &evefl BLolgSHmSBS6M60 FHH&HSDET
GhHBsTeTaHeMeITLI LILSTLGSSI6US 2 6iTearbiT LISTTLINLG 6M(PLSIWIGISED6TULLD
2 _cosemeflil SNBSS CHISSHMHISHEMETUID REVEMEHGSLD R LILIGDI6TET
S SLPEDMILITE SHEHLDU|LD.

&OMIFGHIPO LTHSMLIL LDOMID SHTeoBemed MDD  EVSMLITLITET
OaneTemassefled, ewwp, [Hiieuemd wWHMID Gubews eueTmiSerebr
WsAWLSFHIOGMS aueIMIGHID BHBHSDafE SHSSHIHHET CIIMGILDSSET
DSHUN6D SHHMIFHPEL EWIMMLILETTTEne SUOTITLILISNE LILIGSTLIGESSLILIL6OITLD.
SiBzBuUNeimI, meveor s, Hd, Gmiewd WHMID QMMiesriey LD
Smeusieneufleit  fbgenesigeT ApF [Biieunsd HOMID OUTE Gsemeus
gleopaeafled QOBMIPEHD &MHS SHEHMS (PEODSHMET  QUNILILBSS
2 _seusaaLD.

Gweaylb, Feps SleflESHs S Lmsefleo Fens, QDMIEHLD, &HIHEDET
OMIDb  ugevur RSG eDPLL  Gumetn HHEHGSMeT  6WpLSIWITIS D6
WpetTeslimISsIeuTH60T eLpeOLD FeLps: @MMIEHID DHMID 2 6o sl eueTigSlemi
(inclusive development) emg@eflss wplouib. eeuGel, HmbaSmeriest
aunpsiiwed dAbgsenenasenar FoaTe0 JHieES5He O\HMeTmSHS6T DOHMID
QEWHPL LIS EBLENT RHmiBensuuriLgl, SDGS @eos@&aHemeaT HenLeughaiteo
®m uenurt@ fHwunsl QuTEGSSWLTeT WOHMID [B6wedwmer
SIEVSLPEDMILITE HEHLDU|LD.
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2emIP6L, FHENEVEMIDSGHIOUSHHEO HDOBMS GMevefge LHMILD
SpLdlent Feuneoset ANPsllsg eumd Bemeouled, Bewevsg
Bheb Slelpsdow emsoalssssapw 6l wpulw
SlQLILIEDLUT6OMTET  FHEMEVEMIDSGI6UE &L L EWLDLIL|S:(EThE & M6t
BsLed SeflpenLbgleTeng. Seueumley, HmoH@merled
STTLILGLD DOBMS Seneoenbsgieus GCamumbaener
SPIMLCUGIL 65T, Demeu FLD&HMed Heveon sl OHMID Beweoda
Bheb SNflps5S BHOLWPWODSHEHES eTelaumm)
OLMBSFIDTETEMEULITE 2 _6ToTe  ETETLIMSUID  6fl6nd: e
WPHLUGBTGI. HelierT HemevemDGgIey Dblieymereo HDEBIIS
SEMEENDSGIGUD Ligeusons  eflandssln@denn GurSeyib,
BmeE@meaflell CUTHMETSHET &FLDSHMD  SHEHENS  LDHMILD
IBEMEVSSETTEMD  EYGMLITLIMEST 2 _6WIWIMTL6DSHEHSHES  6TeNeUTD)]
UMaIS6rfSB6TDen eT6iTLIemS LPeDOWITSG: SHIMUIHS SpHUIe|s6iT
GODEUTSEEa ST ILIBSsme. SHGLMSHI6TET  DbUleys6iT
Quburab SmsGeflesr QeosBw, SsH6u LLOHMID
uesorUm'@  urfibmevomisemen  ewDWILILIBGSHGIB6iTmesT. 60T
SMI6WIDNG, [H6lesT HMevEMIDSGIGUD WHMID DbLdemT
FaUTLHEHHSG HHsGDeflenr LwetLT® GMss Lfaedlsd
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SpuieflemLeleuefll Beoeydngl. Qeueunie), 2 enOmEenL LHMID
SBUSOMBST  HigliLlemLufleomssr LIGLILIMUIENE 6MLDWILDTSES
QemeorL  uerllwed SHue G S W MM WL
LUweTUBSHBDE. Semeedbsg e, B, GBieww,
QUMM &&amed, @ENeID WHMID Fepsl QuUTMILL
SpSweubmiL 651 QSTLALeDL SIBSSDET GSDLLITGS6T 6\5ifey
QFLWILLLG, SDEBS FHemevemDgieub, HeosonLdl LbHMILD
Bemeogsg BHGL SHNeN®SSH STLALTET FD&HTE0E
Gamiun@aenLet RUILE elensalL@deiimes. GeYLD,
Se0ellaNT BeOEBWIKISGET, ONHMTETENS OHEUTITRISET  LDHMILD
OHEHWSHS SHLLEWWLILSHET GUmelTn GIetorLmbd Bewevd;
5176 & ©p LD ugLuurnwelhe SpSTIIDME LI
LwedTUGSSLILLBeiTerenr. Spllefest (pipeyssiT, H(HeueTEhsult
QelMISSID SHDLD, CHiTewiD, @I&siD, OLIMILILISBFANEd DHMILD
OLINGIHeveT BLITENTD MDEBINS SHEWEOEMIDSHIOUL LIGTITL|SHET,
meflerr Beoeon e GamiLn@aseT WHMID Beweoss BOHGLD
SNBSS BOEGHEHLET OBGHREW OFTLTDUS
C\GTevOT(B6TEITenT 6I6tTLIENS GleuaILILIBSSIB6iTDeDT. ELILISTITLS6T,
FDEHTED HEMELMDSHFHOUD DHMID SHLHSFMT  FeuTeLSHEM6IT
adiesneteugmanes efifleunesr @u&S6MWEd &L LeMLDLIENLI
aIphIGHeTDesT. SmsSDeflets FDsMe0 SpEHens LOHMID
SINeflpgSenT QUNBSSLILM DL TBSSISHTLBEUSEST CLeOLD,
Sevaumiiey L+Tels M6y HQUILIEHLUTEOTE SHEDE0EmLDSSI6N
SHISEDHS WPHBW Lmusefllenu euphiGSng. Gy,
[H6T6TT HEDELEMLDGGI6US SL'LEHLDLILIHEDET CUETLILBSSIEUSDHASTET
ueloTUM (B SRSFeMIpeOLW @@ LSw LImTeneuenwu|Dd
aIPHIGEDE. Spulsieir SleliuemLuled, HmHESmenar
SIRLILIDLWLNSES &ML AHDOBNE SHeMEDEMLDESGI6Us
GamUT@semeT HemevenbdgIaull LUIDASET, 1ng Bieunssd
seoefl LOHMID Bmieussr ShEHEMS [HEOL AP M S 6rfl6d
REHSmens:s UflbsomrssluGaEng. O&sTaTMS
QIGLILITEMTS6T QeuariLILInLES60T6mID, QLMMILIL|SHE0MED, FeLps
B8 womb HerLsnew BewevgGHeTeND SpBWeuDHenm
adlluymssip Aeuiu SlguueLuleorear SbhEHems
WpemMEEneT 2arsGeflea Geuetor(BLD.

Apsner QFTDLSHISET: HHSSD6T, SHDOWBIS SMEOHLDSSI6ULD,
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meosonLdl, Beweosg BDGWL JNIABHSS, HeweoempgGHiey SHmeflieo,
BHeU6TEReIT.

1. SIMapsb

BmUSESTETDILD HIDHOTTTE OSLNEOBILILID, 2 60SHLDWIDTSHS6E0
WOHMID OUNGBeTETT HiAlpsSS pSw glewmaefleo wpesTOIETLIGLTGILD
Beveons  Aemefleonent (PpeTBETDMMBIGEWETS: HeworBeTend). erevilsnLd,
BevaIMITen FTSHEnETTSHET SHHSCLNHAILD, 2 0GHIBID 2 6Tem FePSHHISET
26mped, AHDOBPIWDOD FenevewbSFIoUD, LG Cmeveflger, &eps
aDDSSMDPEYS6T DHMID SHDMIFEH+pe0 FIGHG CUTETD WPHBW FeuTeOSHEmer
QFNLABE eTHTOSHTNE UBSETE. RFFeUTEOSHT, CLMMILILSHFADED,
ceuerfiliLienLggettemip, B HMID BewrLsmer Beneossettemid SpSweunemnm
o5 Ge&EGD SPOBMNG SmeenbsHasHen Hadws5ms
auedlumIsgIBeTpes. OUMEISHEOD WLONID SeoflwmT  Bmieuestrisserfes
SMonesrOw@sHGL  OswhuTGsmaT uldsabd wWwsHw srreiwns
SNBSS HEMEOEMIDSHIOUD 2 (HOUBSHSHIETOTHILET, NG HEveOMNLAGHSLD
Bewevss BOGLD SIS SHSD BTMLEDDWNESTEHS SHHSLILGSDS
(espmeS ween eysmersfiop@ 2006). @6t  cHeweneuns, FLD&TE0
SHEMEEMIDGFH O HDLAPMMSEHHS R(SSHeflwed UL BSHeme0
apmssFaRw Beneoss SADaBM wbrysefer wWasSwsgasms
SpUIAINETITHEHID  OHTETENS UGLILIMTISEHD HPHHDNS 2 _6wrIs
O\BMLIBISWI6TETEDTIT.

S Sieysmm  OLNDd Simefluied (EpMEvISHeT WHE HADHS
SpFMRIG6Te> QR6sToNs eflemhiGeug), QUeTTLmIND OhLevoTBHEHHS LPEtTeuTT
Smeusitepeunmed GubpLL'L HHSSDET SpGWD. 133 HsmmseflegLd
1,330 @pLUMEsefaID SiemDbHEIsTaT SHHEGSDET, HDLD, EOINIHET DHMID
BetLbd SpBwieubrlesr 2 eosenmefll eunpeflLicd EYBIHEDET (LPEITENEUBBI.
SaupmieT prd, Spfwed, BS, Siley WHMID RUWESHD E\STLALITES
SHBSHIHHET, BeTOOW  FWSTLSSDGD OLMBHSSHSaW  HDEBNS
HEWEVEMLDSFHIEUS BaMLINBasenst eueflliLBsgdeimen LfiGsopsT, 2005).

SHOUCTEDHEUT, HEWEVEMIDSHFHIOUD SHWEBI WHMID  CrBiTenLDEDU
SIQULEDLWITSS O\&HTeNehsHs GCouetor®Bld  eT6iLens U6l nISSHISOTT.
B aQLILESHHID cumsuilsd SmecmsT 391 Geuaumm samSDEI:
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&S SFLMS ShUewel SHHmLI6ST
Bs SisHes &

Signeug, sHOMW GeuemrewiauDenn GHOHODHD euemSHUT6d
SOOMBE, N6ttt HaupMHGsHL eump GeuetdrBD 6TeTLCH 6T
QOUMBEMTTGL. BHSM6T, SMeney HQLUUMLWTSE 618 TetrL
SEVEDIDSFIOUSHET (PHSSHIUSMS TBSSHIHSHTGUCHTE, SHeWEvEUTSHET
Siflewall QUMOICSTE LLBLDEOETIDED HFHME  SHDENH NN WL 65T
[BEOLAPEDDUNEd LLITLESS Gouetor(BD 6T6iLIDSUID 2 _6TTTSSHISDE.

SIBs5GUIMetTN), Bmemiowinest Sprfufesr HeliLenL SHDFDNS HHemit
Smeust@neu  aelMISHIBONT. Bsemerr HHHESDeT 541 Ssaflaunss
s DIBDg:

Rrbglsetr GewormLm HewpLfis Huimiom G
GoIMBHOFUI 6USHBSH (LPeWM

aaufiLsHegd unguLFBleN Spomibg  Bwmwibmer  SiliewL
QIPHIGaGs 2 cwremwner [BF eaaLCs Q&GDerflet FNIMDFDTGLD.
B5aMBSFH. OLMNIILGEFaNED, FLLEDT Spldl HMID CeusiLiLienLwimesr
ObEehens Gumeiin Hellesr Heveondle CHTLLMBSEBLET  C\BHHISLI
C\SITLITL|6MLWISTEGLD.

FLDSEHT60 HEMELEMLDSI6U Ee0SPILIEIHETE0, HDEBIE SHEHEVEHLDGGIOUD
el6iTLIg|  SevilLlL  Q\FweoLn@&sT  WHmID  evlls 2 meyserfledr  eLpeoLd
RUPSHOBNISHEHDD HLEMSHMUW auaflILESHZOSTS uenIUNISHSILGSDS
Brown, Trevifio, and Harrison, 2005). @wmUlend, Ssgemmuied
GwhHOsTaTaTULLL  OL@hUTEONeT Spuleyser GohHe&sSW  S556U
DILS6WeMUD  [BMI6U6SIE  &i+LD60&HEMETUID  eWLDWILILIBSHS W eDaULITGLD.
Bmeemefent QeosHw WwHMID Simeflwed ufonewmugssT GSMSg  LI6o
SpuiayseT  CHOSTETOTLILLIRBHESTEID, SHDEOBMS SEDEOEDDSSIOULD,
meveon’d  HMID  Bewenss BHGD IIfBHSS OSTLALIMGT  FIDSTED
eaMshsEbHE DiFH eIPHIGLD umseily &MNMss SpueseT Wss
SODaNsEGer  smewrIL@deimer. GOILUTE, L+Tels infley LbILSEneT
B6I6TT  SHEHMES SLLENDLILSEBLET QBRSNS  &+pedled, Bg|
R GMUNILEs6s JpslemLaeiafunss srelLGSDa.
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SbBemeoulGeoGuw, Qeuaumie] SmsGmefled 2 eter SMEOBDHS
SEMEVENLDSGIEUS CHMTLITBSHED6T SHIMLIUSIL6IT, SHeweu BIHLISEISMESTDITLD
mErhprewrigesr  mHeveorrdl HMID Beweoss BHGLD SHNefl®s Hemw
GLLUBSIUBO eTeuauTn  LtuseflsSeTmes  eTeiLensWD  LiGLLUIMLIe)
OFLIBFI. Heneoemibsgeud, [BF, GHiTenD, Sirley WOHMID FepsHl OLIMMILIL
SpBwabmILelT QSMLTLMLW Q&fle QFUWLILLL GSDLUTSSHMeT Splle)
\FUIEUSEST cLPeOLD, S(BeusTEneUflehl GLITSHEMEMSHET SFLDSHTED SHENEVEDLDSZI6UEF
AbsmensH@EhsE QPG Umniseflomu ceusfiLGsSsats Seusumiieies
GB&&LIGD. G, ST QFDODMHs dHhsemeruls Hpsfliied
ungufiwbd SHELMEMSIW SHEHENS HEDLAPHOMSENET CUTLILIBSSHIUCST®,
Bemeosgl BH&D SNTefEs58 PLHASEBHGID SpsTeieafssiaaloul Sneneor
Bevaumile)] iBSHIHHM BHDG. T CLPEVLD, HEMEOEHLDSFHIEN SpUIEYSHETHAHESLD
L+elis Sinfley OHmID SHDEWBH OHEBMS CISTLITLITE LhS b IeyeoSHE&LD
Sevaunle] GMUIINLG5E6s LnksailamL QIPHIGSSDE.

2. @eosdw Qpuie) WHMID GCHMUTG SiewLDLiL

2.1 SipapnNs FoeombSHaID: &HIHSSH WDHDILD
WwaSw s gleub

gamiped, ANPaMISH FEvITCUNSD HMID SiTF OHMID SevflwimT
Breuenhisefleo HEOLOLMID SHDOBOWDD wPieeleuBLILSST SidslsgeubLD
Beweoued, HNDEWBISH HEWEOEMIDSHEIOUD ETEIILIG FHEWEVEHIDG 6N LDDHMILD
SiemiDLIL Splieyseriled WpSBLILDTeT DHTMLEFS SHEDDWITS 2 (HE6CUBSSHIETENE).
Brown, Trevifio, and Harrison, (2005) @p8Gwnt Simemns
HEDEOMDSFHIEUGHMS, HEWEVOUTHET FHRISHET SHEUfLILLL  E\FWIEOSH6T, LDV
2 meyse HMID LNeTTOBILITLIGUTSET0 HDOBN BLESENSEMIL 2a15G6&HESLD
esoNs, FUpsssMe0 apmeEasTeTeTiULL  sllwnem HLSHDSEmW
aeefilLBSSHIOISTS UEDIUNISSETDET. AMDEBS SHeneveuissT CBbiTenLD,
BHBemev, 2 evoremid, OWMMILILGFamed OHMID Anleir Hevesfledo Disasemm
Gumettn LietoTLSHemeT  Q\euerfILILIBSSIHesTeTIT.

Fopsd SHHMEOD GHMULIMLIQETLIQ, LISTOfWMETTHEBHD  GQRLDESBEHLD
QLIBLLMEYID  FMHIGHeT Semeveuiserfleht HLEMSEMWL  LAesTLDHMISETMEDTIT.
61601C6Y, SHDOBOLITEN [HLSHNSHMIL QU TILILIBSGID HemevauTssr, HLDLIG6ws,
euefiliLenLGFetTemD  HMID  OLMmLILewTe]  SbSweubmmed Bewmrbg
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Bmieuesr LetLMLeDL 2 peunsGSeoimentt  (Brown and Treviiio, 2006).
SIDOBNS Femeoempsgieud, Bmieussr O\&weodmest GOOUTG, Lievoflwimert
S®US, URIGSTIT HDUNGMES WLOMID [Boieues &FLLLILT6I5560T6nID
SpBWQUDMIL6TT OVSTLALEDLUISTSHS SHTeTrLILIBGSDS.

[belieor GLoevretuTemd GeosBWhisefled eNeuTBSEILEL HDOBMS
SENEVETLDSF |65 BHMLITBSHET, HIBEUSTEHEUT oLl SHMEB LDSLIL|SHEHL 60T
OBGBRISL RDONEDD COSTEIILDE. HHSGSDET, &HENEODLDS SIS 60T
SlilILIenL LIeTTLSaTTa: SHMley, W GUUT®, B HNID @ss6BHlemL
aellLMISEHIBDE. 2 STITewNDns, GSmeT 131 @eweunm samSna:

QRUW&SID eflPLILIG STEOMEIT QLPEHSHLD
2 ufflemd oLt LELD

SisTalg, @RWSSED 2 W6l  OUPHIGAISTD, Gig 2 ulenis
SMLIEEYID AMLILING LINGHISTSEHLILL CouetoTBLD eT6iLISTGLD. BHSMeT, SevflbLiT
GBI  6T60TLG FHMEOMIDS Speviledt HRUILHLWMNGSID eTeTLINS
QeuefllL@ESsSmE. ANCHBUMETN, GD6T 382 FHMEVEMLDSHIOUSDHE0
Bih@emmhiseaien WpaSwsgieausems euedlimissBns:

SDIEHETEMID FenS ANMEY+&HD SHHTEITEGLD
eTehaTemD Geaurbgh ieoL

SlEhFMeMD, FeMS, M6 OHMID 2MGHD SpBW BTG
LUeRTL&SEBD @ SpLAwnenmasnest HSHUTandl G6mIhISeTTELD.
Suuewiyser, Heler AIDOBNS Hewevewsgieus GCHMLTBS6M6d
aeuMISsILELD BH&ewID, Smesr WHmID GFee  LDETLILITETmLD
SpAweUDMIL 65T OUBIBHISII CIGTLITL|EDLLIEDE.

2.2 peoeordl OMID BHESDET

meoeormLdl  eredtLg OumgBieunsd wHHD AHNABSS S
G\&MeTenasafed emWS GHTILMNLTS 2 (HEIBSSI6TeNE. RHESW BIEs6T
SIfefipsd Hrrb (UNDP, 1997) meveondlufetr (psBwl DsmhigHeNTs
umGasmy, FLLSHeT L, QeeflluemLseimemd, LHevefliiL,
OLMMILILSEanEd, FDSSHIEID, C1FUIOSME, SMeiTenid HMID PGeOMLITLIS
SH6WIGEWIMLID SpBweubenn SHILLINGSDE.
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BeueugliLenLsefled, OLMMILILSFaMaID BHWLD OLNGIHDLNGamaemLL
2 md OFaHD WS PSHBULDTETEDEUILITGLD. HEWEvEUTSH6T GevflliLrL
BEOEITEHEMET EILMGBHEOENHS GUeoNs MaUSGSLEUTF, 2eT1ped,
FLDGG6ULSl6TTENLD DHMID Felpd NEFNSMTewID GLeTD Syl Gpmeveflssit
LGS

Smeusieneu B WHMID LMTLLFDHN MWH eeTLDNNG LSHS
wpedwusgiad SeflsSpmt. GpsT 541 Gewest L5eGTGLD  SbTMUIDELMG
Bmevereneuflett dbgenesr QeuefIILGHTDG. BHSMET, 2 _6TOTEMLDUITEST
B8 eediug umgULFSeT oMibg eUPRISLILEL STifsd 2 eTeng)
aetiLens OeuellL@ESHEng. @5 Bmeleor UL Sprdl  GamumBLedr
SBGBHRISW OVSTLITLEDLWIS).

Gayd, &Mt 544 eummlister Sprleow ueSmISEHISDSI:

GBI Bs5 CanGeonga: LDMBeL LD6sTEwTEDT
S5 S@ BHGD 206

D&HEMET LNGISMSS Spldl Osldn gemeveuflesr S 2 60sLwb
OFPeEdDs aeLGs @FetT OWNmeT. S5 FepsH PDWLILGSHSLILILL
Bieunsb  WHmIb  OurgLOUTDILILSFaned HHSW  Helesr ShEnews
SHHSHIHEBLET RSSIICUTSDGI.

aaueflliLeDLSS65T6mD  DOHMID  SHWOBM &S  (pleaieuGLIL
Spfwemer SmeGmafledt QUNEGBLLUTD LGHsafledo Lo Hsmomserfeo
DDA &SNS el nSSLILEGHETDeT. FHeneealTser HMeuTibHs
SpCGeongemestenil HTL CeusiorBLD, SH6iTeUllFEHEWITEDT (LplREYSHEDeTS S6fliehd
GeustorBLD LDMHMID  EIINGIHEVEWEDT  (LpetTesileneolILIBGSHS CeuetorBLD  eTewt
SmeeT@nau  auedlimISHBOTT. Rewey SHMEMSHID UMKIGHDL  DHMID
RUHHIBDHS Sy FAPEDDSHEBHLET CHIIQUINTS CISTLITLEDLILIEDE.

2.3 Booss BHeb ldimss wHpb diPOEHS
& 6060 6MLD & 5 611D

Beweogs BOHGSWL INeABSHS 6D HBSHSH, 2 eosereiled
pevoreonrhg Siléens Qeueflufi L' sebr LetTentT (p&HSWSHIOUD QWIDDS.
88, SHCLTMSW HEHEOPOD BCHEMEUSEMET Li+T6E OFLILID Heflhgs,
adisne smeodwennsaier Comesemer UTS&ESH&HFaLTEH 66w
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aumnwmisdng (World Commission on Environment and Development,
1987). 2015 Spb Ipetonged, wEHHW HIESH6T 17 Beweosg BHGLD
SIS Bevsgsemer SDGY abmsasnewiLg. Qeweu eumienLD,
FDSFIOUO6TEnID, &DMIFHPD &FICHB, smeoBeweo WMHMLD WLHMID
uevefieoriomenr [BmieuetmiseT GuUTelIn 2 eoseTmellul  Foumedsemerm
THTE\SM6TeNens GBMSEHLNSS CsTeuBGsTearer. @aupmleo SDG 16 (Siewid,
B8 wWOMID eueyeuTen BmeustIaIBGET) CLMMILILSHFAMED, RIBHISDETHS
O  OFWednesT O&nerL Syl dipewmaeaiiesr  pHHLGG6UEMS
usOLMISHISE!.

BmeGDeT Hellerr BewevdGeiemid  AbGEMETHES  (LPEITEUISTSHEEU
ETWSLILILIQBHSTEYID, AHH6O LIed S(BSEIHS6T [Bemevss BHeD Hieflpsds
Gam LUNTESHEBHLET RSSHIICUTBTMET. SHEUTEBEUT ELINIHETISTT GueTiss,
&elps [HEV6IT LDHMID SHHMIFHPEO BEme0sSetTemid Spfwieubniedt LiFsoLT
FMTEHL ©_6UoT TTHEI6ITEITTIT.

2 sngewrons, GmeT 20 wewpuilelr WESWSHIHUSHMS
cusOlLMISSIBDS!:

Biilest memDWIT  FleveGHevlledt WIMTUIMTS@GLD
aunesfledl MEWDWIT E\STDSHS

BT G60E0MDEd 2 60HD GUIRISTE 6T6DTDMED, LDEDL FHEOEOMLDED
RURIGLD Beweodsng eeLGH @FHE ELNBET. & SHDHMIFH+LPE0
FOBemeoUN6sT SYIDLIS SHHSHMS CeuefIILGSHHISME!.

SiBsBUNedIM, GMeT 221 &epsll EWMMLIEMLILID  FLDLDTES
GUETEULDIBIGHEMEOWLD  6u6OWLMISSHIBDE:

aflwm&esner HeuGs RenSHLIDMH 6IMELENTRI
eowdiienu Br SenLsg)

©_6UoTemLDILIMETT SHT6VILD 6T6TLIG| UNNWENTSHEHSHES 2 Feyeus) oI BELD;
LDHMeme eTHTLMTLILILEN QFULIILGESTGSD. B8 aumiend @LALIL, Fsgie
GmPLUL WbOHMID ReHbomeanhs SNBSS GosmLUTGSEHL 6
BmTTBDG).

DADOBHS HMEOMISGIUWPLD Bemeosg BOGWD SHefBSSLID
meler Spieyserlled HPawns QeeHSLILLEG CUBHETDE. [HeTuTLsTe0
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AbHEmesT, GOHMIFSH+PEO LTI DHMID FepHHd SpBweuhenn HDEBHS
SemevelliaeT 2eng@Gelladetinenti. Geuauenaulled, HIpHGSMET OLIMIBATISIT
BosEGHMETWID FepsH WOMID &OHMIFHLPEDO GLTMILILSEDETU|LD
FOBWEOLILBHHID R PSS S LenIDLIHL CUPBRIGSEDE).

2.4 QGsmiuTL@ iewLL

Bevaumiefledt CHMIUME WL, SHDOBDHIS SHEDEOMIDSHI6US
GsmLun®, peveon e CsmUun@ssT, Bewevss B SleESS
Beva@se SDGY whmid Smsc@merfleo 2 etem AHPEOBH GLTHEHEBISH6IT
SpAWaIDEDD  RHHISENEWILILIGET  cPeOD 2 (HeussLILLBsTeng. b
SiMDLIL, HDOBHS SWEVEDIDSHIOUD 6T6ITLISH SHDEMIDITEST Spl SH&HESLD
Bewevss B lBsHsED SewLuleomss PSS SeWewrLILING
QFWEOLIGBDS TN SHQLILIDLE SH(HSWS HQLILIEDLUITES 6\STETuTB6ITeNS).
FLD&IT6L FHEWEVEMLDSFHIEY BeoHBIEIHET, GhiTewiD, HHBewev, OLNMILILGFRMNED
OMID  URIGSTITSefel Heveslled DHHEMM CIHMTETITL  HEWEVEUTSH6IT
QeuefiliLenLIITesT [BI6UETTTRISHEMST 2 (FEUTSHGSEUSDGLD, SLINGIHLDLGmE:mIL
SPsflughED, Bemeosg BHGD &eps OHMID QMIHETTSTI LPLR6YSED6IT
omg@AlLSNHGD Sifs aumilieTereuisst eeors SHLLNGSsimenr (Brown
and Treviflo, 2006). SiGsGUNesIm), Heusiteneurilesr GUTHEDETTHET HDEH
&MMbg Gewnbeosst, BF, Sfley WOHMID ELTGLOUTNIIL SpSwieuDenD
SIDEOLDILITETT SENEVEHLDSSIEUSDET JQLILIEHL LIETITLS6ITS 6U6OILIMISSISETDEDT.

SHESSDET HEDEOMIDSFIOUSMS HBSMILI LGNS Hede0N @b
SIPOBMIL OUTDIILNSGal  (peiTenausSEMEl. SHHEueTEBUT, R SHEMevsUIT
Speobwns SHrd QFLWeD Sups Hevenes 2 M OFUiwead Ghienip,
Siley, B, SIssD, FMS OMID OUMMILILSEFADED SpSU LISTTLSED6T
C\&MEwTIMHSS GauetrBLD eT6tim]  EUESILMISSHIBONT. 2 _SNIEwIDNS, GSD6iT
131 serflpum WOHMID Feps GLOGTENIDSESTEN IQLILIDLUINES R(DEHSHSHE0T
WPEBWSFIOUGHMS TGSSHSSTBGHG. ST 391 Sile] OHMID HEUTTHS
WO WaHBWSGISMmS aelnssSns. HCHCUNETNI, &MmeiT
541 Sprfufett SlliLiewLd; Gewrnas LTTLLFDDHD BHeww (peiTeneusSmg),
Goayb GWET 544 L&HMET LMEISTSE Creme a&Wacs gHeneveurler
SLEMID 6T6iTLENS eustiMISSHIBMS. SEUIDEBNILI LISTITLS6T HWETTSHSILD
Bewewihg Qeueuriefledt CHMILMLG SemLIflelr eMLDWIDTEN SHDOBINS
SEMEVEMDSGI6 LDPLILISHETTE HeWLDSETTMEDT.
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b5 CaHMLMG HeWIDLIL|, SEnEvalTH6T GeUeUDSBIILI LICTTLSHEnerT
smLUNRSGWLEUNE Heoeom dulelr waHHws GCeHETLUTGS6mmen
eeuafiliLenLgs6tTenD, QUTILILGESaned, Lo, FLLsHeir Sprdl HMID
OLNGIHOLIGmS: Spdwensy  GCDLIGSETME  6T6ETTLINS  (LPeITEneUSHSME.
SDOBMS FHEmeveUTHET [BUIMLIDTEN (PlReSHEmeT  TBSHSD, HHemiL
BeneoBmissea b, SefllurL Heosiisener el Glp&seflenr  Heoemest
wpetterfllemelILBSSeUD SPH  QUMUILIL|eTeTalTSH6T. BHFMSHW  SHEHEDS
TBEL(LPEDMSEIT, HMEMLDUITENT, SXHMBISMETHS LDDMID FLPSHSST6d HLOLILILIBLD
Boaehisenst 2 HansGHeimen. @Fer  cflenenaund,  BeueunL gt
PIREYSHET QUNIEHID GEWLIL, Feps QIHMRISEHETILIL, [BIi6UesT E1FUIOSMET
@U@, SHDMIFS+PEd LGS WDHMID BeTLENe0 Feps HEvetT Shéu
Beneosg BDEGD AHIeflFSS Beos@SHeme HemLeusn@ glenewr|iiBetTment.

Gweyd, BHCHTIUMLE WL RHSW  BIBS&6T w6t
Beweodg DG Silepss Bevs@sEnLet, GMlLTs SDG 16 (Siemind,
B OMID eusyeuTen BrieuetTRISET) 2 L6tT SWBHRISI OSTLIL|DLLISS
2 _eiTengl. ShHSMefed FapUILI B6Tem HDENBIS CHM LITBSET, SHEDE0eUTEH6IT
Gmiiend, HHBeweo wWLHMID Fepsl OUTMLILLET QOFWEOLGUSDS
2engaD6MLILIGEN ePED  BeUeNlE0SHESGHMET HMLOUGNEHTEN Q(LDSS6MLIED
SRSFMGHMS QUPHIGSeDer. eeniGey, Beweurley SHmHSDET R(IB
uetTUME(®  SligssemipenLLgsTuienid 2 eogsenmeilu LweTLM GHGSTIW Qb
GamiuM’'(G SLLeMDLML QIPHIGHENS a6iim) andGHmg. S& &DSMe0
SEMEVEMIDSGIEUSH CHTLINL DL CUeMILBSSIOUCHTE, SHEHENS SHEMLDLILSHED6IT
aguUUEss, BOUSOSTETDTD BIDOTEIRED [Beweoss BHGWD
SINep5866 Lniselssngl. weramuiLrL @&CHMUTLG SiemiLiL,
Smeus@neuileit CLMTSEMEIEHET SHEBEWSHS SISWSWID Bewevss BNESLD
SNBSS WIRESHEMETD  6TEUENMT)]  CUIQENEMIDESETDEN  ET6OTLISDEMEDT
EODWS SHHEUTS SMEBNS SMEOEMIDSHINGMS BeneoBmISSHIBME)I.

3. Sphuie] peomeflied

Beuamiley, HhHSDerle0 HBIBUIETET HDEVBIS HEHEOEMLDEGI6US
GaMUN@s6T Fosmen Heoeonldl OHMID Bewevss BOHGL ANNfFBESH5HE
eeueum)| 6MIHSSLDTETENEULITS D _6TOT60  ET6iTLMS  SbIMLOISDSTS
2 emIBEML DHMID SHLUELITIHST LGLILMLIDE HQUILIEDLUITSES 61SHTETTL
uevorfwed (Qualitative) Spuiey eugeusmiblienu gbmisasTedng. 1,330
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GDLLTESHEDET CO\&TetL HhHSmeT Qeueumiiefledt (pSH6sTenIDS SreunsL
LUweTUBSSLILEEDE. sSemeoembsgeud, pLd, BH, Gmieww,
QUMILIL&EaMed, Fepsll OUTMILL] WOHMID CLINEIHEeT SpSuweubmi 65t
QSNLIYemLW  OSfeaFwlILLL  GDLUTSSST, QUM@BLLUNEd LDHMILD
SipSFILLTEL SpBw uGSsefles Dmba CoHemer SHBESW  WPedMUTed
(Purposive Sampling) Csibe\s@&sLILILBeT6rT6D.

GaMBAOGBHSLILILL  GSDLUTSSET SIBLIOLITIHST HieLiLienLueomest
o eitenLéal uglumiey (Thematic Content Analysis) apemmuieo Spuiey
QFWINILLG, BmeusTeneuT auelmISSHID PSS HDOBNS SHEEOEHLDGE 6!
WSLILSET SHEOLIITEMD &mewrLiLLBeTenesr. @eueunm) GHESTeTenILIBLD
ugLiumiey, SHmaemefed 2 eten QESHAD SHHSHIHHEDET LPEDMITS
amSILGSS, DeubnelT &ML OLNESSSHMS CuefLGSHBDII.

Gweyld, Qeueunule) GIeWILMD [BewOS SI6Y& M6 LD
LW6TLIGSSIBME. HH6d HDABMIS SEMEOEHLDSSHIOUD CIGTLITLITEN &6 T
BeosBwmiset, R&HW BIGEH6T Hlefpsd Hrbd (UNDP) euprmidw
Beveon dlé  SLLeWLILSET, DHMID R&BW HIBS6T [Bewevsd BDHESLD
SeAB5S Beva@seT (DG Spfwensy IAHLmiGHsmer. Hmpasmerfled
BmbE OUDLILILL SBLIELINIHETS6T, ceuerfiliLenLGg6iTemid, EWLMMILILESaDeD,
slLgdeir Sprd, udeveflliy wHMID REpFBemeTITIL GUTETND &FLDSMTED
DHEHMSHS CHMLMBSHEBLET QUG efaTssLILGBSeTDeoT.

Sevaunmile|ipenn, uMmbuiw SO dimsflued SAbsenenulb Heleor
SpEpems HMID e85 CaHMLUTBHEHHSGLD PewLGW 2 _eTerm
SHHSDWEO SEMETILILIHEM6T 2_([HeUTEHS 2 56 Hng. Seuaumiieiledt LiGLiLmiley,
SMBNS SHENEOEDLDSSIUGHET DhMI (WSS LIfILDTETITRISENET EHLDUILDITESES
Oaner@ JemwasUUL@eTeng: Cmiewd  (Integrity), Bd (Justice),
ewumiiiyseamed (Accountability), eeuefiliLenLgsetieno (Transparency),
Beweos,geitemip (Sustainability) pmiD sewps mevest (Social Welfare).

4. uglUumie| wHMID efleungb
4.1 SIPDOBMNS FEneoEIDSHIOUSI6T DlieSSeons:  GrhiTenLd

Gmmemn (Integrity) eretiug SIMEOBNS SHeweveMIDSZIUSHENT 1515
WpsBwinen Ll safled Q6N Lgeueonss SHSLUILGSDS. SHemeveuiasiT
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@GBemD, RWEHSS SLEUUTE WOHMID EFTEOEFWID RMHIIENLDENLI
eeuefiLILGSSIDELINGI, SiaugeT OUNG&saflesr HLGmaamul HSsIDnsLI
OUMICHTH, SpenLbwiment Spldlenwiid 2 mif OFISDTTIgEsT. HHeusTEneuT,
BB @MSLMEN ST 131 @emenr Spuley OFLWD Cugl, SevlimLit
wHmib  Boieuesr Qeudnluiesr SRUILIBLWINSG HMEBH BLEHMS WS
PEHAWDTETHNS  auellMISHSONT. @UWSSED 2 _WITEmel  CUPMHIGEUSTED,
Siems 2 ulmIs SMLIAD LS SHEUSIDNSHS &M&Hs: GCealetr(BLD ereTLCs
SmeveTenaufledt HHSSTGID. BHGSMET, HDEWBY HLEMS 6165TLS)I Lflimens
LHMID  FLLUpTeuSSemenbuller SiULNL SpSNID eeTUamS
2 _euNSSHIBME. FIDSMEL ShEHEnsUled, GHBITEND 6T6TLIF 2aTIPEd, HBHMIS
&6 IgGLINSLD OHMID SHDOBMLIDD APECUBLILISHDTS SBHSLD LINGISLIL|
SIDFINS O\FWIOLIGSDG. GHTEnDUL6T 61FUIOLIBLD CWINGBreu6smhis6T
eeuaflliLemLGS6oTemD, QUTMILILSFaDEd WDOHMID EILITHIBHLOLNSEHSHEDILI
GLGsSgIBese. ahsenGa GHUILLaMm Deney SewensgHid SDG
16 (©ewnd, B wWOMID eusyeuTer BmieuetTRIGST) SBevsdedtt WPSHBW
SQUISHEMTGLD.

4.2 B8 whmb LGS DA

B e6trLg) mBeveom sl OHMID RevBMWLS SprFlulledr SiigliLiemL
GSHMLINLMTEGLD. FLDHMED DHEHENS HWIDLILSET, SeLpss [Bemevs;seiemid DHMILD
FD5ZHOS5MS 2 M 6FWW UMTULFDDD SLLmhisenerwb Buimubmest
PRrOQGBLULSmeTW|D B SeTDer. D&SHBSImenCw  GmeT 541
“Pemwns SHImibg), uTTULEleTn euprslu@h STicu BSuirers)
a1 &OLIIGBSeTmE

SmEUETEBET, SHEWEVAUTSHET SeofllLL efBHLLmSMmeTS SeflTds
Seweuss Wigaysafleyd Bumusenss senLLLNgss GauetiBLD 6T6iLINS
aelunsEHBDTT. BbES5sS &BSSH, GFLLED6 L8 a6t  Helier
Gamum@Leir CrIQWITg: R5SILIGLITEMS. LI6d eueTibg Qb Brdserfed
Sipdlwed Feweouli®, LTGUTG wHNID BHSGIEOD OFwedpli CLTETMENEU
ewngosseflstt HOLGmEMW  Gewnademer. Smeuereneuflesr B
Gam L igett LWETLNG BrieuetThigelesn SLLLILLTOISS65 MDD eURLILIBSS,
SDG 16 @ev&ams LGNS 2 5688
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4.3 QUTMIILSSeMEd WHNID OUTMLILITET Sp &

OLMMIILISEAMED 6TEITLIS HEMEVEUTHET FMHIGET 6\FUIOSH6T LDHMILD
PRESERSHGL OUTDLUTETNSTS QBLUUDSS SH&ESDGI.
OUNGIBEODISHHTS OFWOLIBaINS 2 Md FWWD &Sireoons &5
meveom-flufledt WpsSWS FHTewmas SHESLILGENG. BHmenGW ST 544,
SEMEVAUTHET  GlLD&&6fET  HEVEWEII LMSHISTHSLD  CWIMMILIL|EDLUIENTSHET
eEtILINS UEIWLMIGEHIBDE. Heliesr SpEhens FHmoshiseafeo OFwEHMedT
wHIIG, LGS seaTewilLy WHMID GRSSET LRIGCSHDHL SpBuleney
UL &sapened  IILILGSSISeier. Pewer lemeusgId SDG 16
Beosens SMLaUSHES ChIuins Lniserl&sSemmenr.

4.4 oeaellumLgssitend WLHMID DPOBM FMiHS
PraOa@LL

GeusfliLIEDLSS6iTemD 6T6iTLIg (WlgaydeT Pmbgeieuerflufied DHMLD
Bumubns ei@EssLILIGaINS 2 NS S\FLS OLNGIBLLISmamI SHPafeESns.
SIPOBMNS Gewevauiset Gmien, ceuaflliLenLs settemd LDHMID
SpBEOMEFEMET (LPEDMSHENETL LILETLUGSS (LPIROeIBSHSDTISH6T. SEHement GmeiT
355, “ambg OWLNmETS SHHSTEID HSHET 2 _6TTeHLDWITET S63TEHLDEDUI
SIMHB DMan@D.  eer SPUNGESTDS!.

LN D 6\6MES6iTenDg SMulenid AHLIGWIMBET
QWDUILIEILITERST SMetorl Srley

B5@DET, 2 _amembmws Gs5BL SIMleunibs  wplpaeBLILN6T
WpeAusgIasms aelnssISEng. Spduled SeusfiliLenLSs6enD 6oL
Saeaesemet  GaaflliLBSSH S0, PReSHmeT efleTsH@GSH6d WDHMID
Srafuisgeienipem Fefliese Spdwaubennsd GHsdng!. eusfiLiLenLLITesT
SpHEHMS 2eMPEMEVS: GSMMSG! SMGHIBLOLIGMEHEDW 2_WITSSHBDE.

4.5 BeweosseienD WHMID SOHMIFGHPEO OLITMILIL]

Beweosg D@D SNBSS er6ttg OLINHETST aueniisd), &eps
[BEV6ST LDHMILD &HOMIFHPO UTHSTIL SpBweudniesr FLoBemeoeniLl
BBr&sNsEs: 6snan@erearg. [HenesHseTend 6a6Tn &S
SieTMEMLDSSTeOMmIGATL  BUFOLIMBETTS SBHSTID, NS HieLILnL
aIsTuTenhIgeT  HpHSmerfisd  snewrlL@GHeiiner. SFeweoG  GmsT 20,



94 Gupm. umeh. SIMDedmIGLD

“BiT B06OMDED 2 606D BWIHIGTE| ETHTDTED, LDEHLD GEVEVMLDED QLMRIGLD
Bevevsang.  eens GOUIALEG, wells QMpasSd OUT®BeTTST
aemEde&ed Subens eaemmsefler WasHLSHOGMS SmeueTEneur
2 el BHEsme wueafilL@ssHdng. smeoBened WAHDD, [Bireusrs
GSOOUNE OHMID &HMIFSH+PO FGsE GUIETMEne QetTemD LSS
FeUMe0&eNNa: 2_eiternent. B&&HSg5 SDG 6, 13 WhmId 15 BevsHESSHEBL6T
\SMLITL|eMLLIG).

4.6 saps [HEOGT LHMID 2 I'LGSHoEs IiN®mss

Smevsteneflesl AWOBN FSHEUGHD Fepsh BT  (LPHBW
BLEmsL QUDMIETeNgl. QFLOLIL eT6iTLISH SH(IHENETITLILEST BeNeTTHH[H&He
GeauetorBD erer  Jeu euewmisHEoni. SwGGL GmeTr 221
Crn&GGambruies, ‘2 eRTEnDWINTET STEID  6l6iLg  eUNWEITSHEHSHE
© Feleugl LDHMEDE ET60EOMD  SBTUMTILLEN OFLWILGASTSLD. 6Te
SOUINGBeTDE BHGMET SepsHll QLUIMMIIEDLILD SFLD6USTL  LISTeneul LD
ueNISHIBDG. H6leT DhEHENS: HEDIDLILSET UNIEDID GSEMDLIL, Feps
@Dmiend WHMID wesfls euaTiddenw GCmIss8 SFweLGSsmer. B
SDG 1, 5 wHMID 10 PVEHEGHEBLENT RSHHILICLITSDS).

wpauns, SmHSmefled 2 6Ter HDOBMG SHeweoenDGgi6N LDSLILIG6IT
BeitemDW DhEHEWS WHMID Beweos g BHEGSWL HisEsS FauneoseEnsH&
WOSHS EWINHSSLPENLILIEDEUITS 2 6iTermet. Cbienid, B, SLIMMILILSEaDED,
eeuefiliLemLg56tTemiD, [Bewevds6iemd LDHMILD &Felps  [HEOEST  ShSIiene
BB APOBNS SMOMLSFHUSINEG GEOLWIERT RBG
SLLemLUmU eIphGdeainer. S&CsTLUTESH6T HeoeomLdenw
GLLUGSHHUCSTE WLE6vEONDE, Beweodg BOHG&SWL He®BsS
Be0&EGHMET NDLASNHGID SO E555 Lmiserfllienu euphi@GSeineot.
e1601G6), BHLSESMETDD HIDMTEHINEED HDEBBILITEN [BIICUETTTEISEDETLILD
Beweos g BOGLD FPSHISEMETLD 2 (HEUTSHS 6AHLDLILD HEMEOEUTHEHSHS
SHSEGSDET R STOSHEMSW|D LITLUMLMLUILD &SLBS eUf&SMLluIns
seMii@Bng eletipTed B LlenasWwnEng).

5. @peeny WOMID 6\&meTend LiMfbSHenrser
5.1 wpyeeny

2emped, ELIMGIBLOLNGHMS GSWME), Felpd EIDMSSILDE), SHDMIFE:LP6D
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&iGa® HmID Brieues OFWeHMedT GeWOLNE CUTENTD FLDSMEd Syl
Fauneogefledt AHPsMEGD HohH60560T6mD, AHDAOBN WLOHMID  6MAwpLSw
SiRUuenLUNeOTen SHMeenDGHHS5S6T Slaudwsens G
U ILBSSWI6TENg). Heles DhEmenss CHTLIMBSET LDHIID SHEDE0EHLDSSI6U
wndflser QeFauncosenst FOMeM&HS WPSHSWIIDTET &L LEDLDLIL|SED6IT
QUDTRIBETTTEYID, L}Tells Dinfley SiemliygsT WHmD urmbufiw HDEH
LDIL|&6IT FLDSHITED CIHMETeNS: 2 EHIIMTL6WED SUNMLILIGSSID SM6iT 6\&TEToTL 66
etettn Ljflged IPaiflsg eumdma. BFaLpedled, HHSHSMET HMEOEHLDSHIAID,
Lfl pHmD Bwess BHGL AHiAGSSEG SBHUSOSTETDID
BIDDTERTEYLD EIINBSSIDTED, HTOSMSIID BLEDSUD SHLbS HADOBI
EHTBISDET SHSMIDNS efenmGSmE!.

Bevaunile), HmsGwefled 2 eTem AHDEOBMG HEHELHLDGHI6US
GaMLNESHEmeT SpIMibEl, Heweu Heveom dl OHMID Beweosg BHGLD
SIS IuiLelT QOsTeTGeTT QOFHILIMU UGSLUUTLIES OFUISS.
asflayasiwiucL  Gprunsseflesr Lewiwed SHUOUMHBST LGLLUTIe)
epeold, HeueT@naufledt HDOBMS HEWEOEMIDSSI6US: &6ToTCETOTTL L &H60T
eOWE Famisenns Goienb, B, OUMMILIL&EFaDe, ceusflliLIenLSgeimenip,
[Bemeus565T6mD DMHMILD Selps [HEVETT DbBW SpmI AHiUILIenL  DSLIL|S6IT
SlDLWIMETD  STetrlILLL6n. SSLILSET HDOBNE FHEDEOEHLDSSI6US
Gamiun®, ®&Sw BIEsT AHimsd S LsSeir Heveom dl &L LenLbLIL
HmIb &@.mBr. Beweoss Bheb Slelmsd Besaseflesr SDGS)
GBMSHSMHISEHLET CUBIHHISW OSTLITLEDLUIEDEILITESLD.

HI6HIHT APIgISET, BIBEUCTEBEIT FMEODIDSSHIEUHG HSSHMES60T
FYDEILITG SHEV6VTE Felps [HEVWEN CBTHSLDTES E\HTEWIL @1H AHDOBIILI
aumpILIUNSES SGBHEDTT  aeiLmg cauefLL@ESgHBeiTmen. Seuns
GUITEHEMEUTHET, HEWEVOUTHST QUSHSHS SLELLMEG 2 ewLWeNITs b
Geuetor B, HHeww uMTULFOET BHEOLWPOOLUILESS GCeueiorBLD,
LD & & 1) & & LI aummUL&8am Geuetor B LD, PrOa@LULI 6
SeuerlilILIEDLES6iTemDenl SHenLLiNligss GauetrBD, BWIHENS CUTHISENET
UNgIsnss GeustorBD HMID LUMSSSLIULL Fipss GWeHSHEHSGSL Lifley
&ML GeustorBD eledTLMSHS SDOIULNBS6Tmer. Geleuens LewTL&er
[BLDLIGLDITEYT [BIIGUETITRISENET 2 (FEUMTES6ILD, SIHHISmetnEg DHMID Bemeoss
Bheb HieEsSemw 2as@Gellsseab Heudwibreseney.
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LUed GDLUTES6ET esHSSHIs6efen Beneowner LMBSSSHmHS
SMLBHTMEsT. 2 _FHNIeuurons, GosT 131 CHTeHD HMID  RUSHHSDET
wsdusgasms adlunssdng; &per 541 BF wHmID
UL sUSleiTenLDem SpL Sufledt SieUiLenLwing:s SOILLNGSEDE. st 544
SprAwnemigefleir QUMMILIEHULLD b&SHET Csameremwbd euedlunissIBns.
SIBBUNEIM], GSMeT 20 SHDHMIFHPEO LITHISTLIDL 2 ewSHBDG); SM6T
221 sepsl  OumpuenLw|d unde&sUULGLTBSSTeN 2 _geflenulu|b
emgGelladng. Qeuann, BEEHSHISHHT HMTSHID RENEWIHE FLDSHTEO
SHEHMS HWDLILSHEHSHS CWIMHSSDTET (H (LP(LEMLDIITEST HDOBMS
HEDEOEMLDGG6US HLLEMLDLIEML QULPHIGSEITM6DT.

agennCel, BHMBSGMET FD&HEMTO SHLAFTT FEUM6O &M 6T
aHIOSBTeTeNS Wl LUTUTLG DHRSHSTWPEMLWGID HDOBME
eefleemLwgionen @M CHTIUMEG HewLenL  QIPHIGSEMS  e6eTm
Sevaunule] WpaNIBMEI. g6t CHMLUTBS6T eugeombmy WHMID Liefluuwied
ETEOEMEVSHENET HLIbGHeWeEY; GOAYD, AHMAOBD SHEBEWS LHMID Bewevss
Bheb SlefpsHenw CoDLGSS efldFDLLD SHEDEVEUTEHET, E1&T6Tens
a@Luneriger, Bieundser WLOHMID BNISTHSEEDSHES HEOLLPEDMD
QNS BFHE0MS SHeWLDSEITMEDT.

5.2 6wnetens Uflibgengseir;

Seuaumislell  WPREISET DHLEHENS, SHEEVENSFIe GDLNG,
eungBieunsd HNID Beneosg B HIeAmEsHs OsneTens bW
glemmaefled NeTeu@pld (psHSWDTET O&HMTeTemS LI [H 5 6w T & 6T
(peiTemeUd et 6UT.

OWLINgBiaunagded HDEWBNMS HENE0EHLDSHIEUGENS R(HHISDETIIESH60:
DrGS6T OLNGISHEmD LUdhd Hrirmsefeyd Bieuns FiHmssmaeiayid
SIDAOBNS SHEMEVMIDSEZIEUS CHTLLTESHEDET Bewetrrd:s GeuetrBD. HT&:
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Lust may be understood as an altered state of
consciousness stimulated by desire. The intense
experience of physical attraction, rooted in love, gives
rise to sexual feelings. Although such feelings are
common to all living beings, they exert a distinctive
influence on the human body and mind. The intimacy,
emotional exchange, and sensual pleasure experienced
between lovers are closely associated with human
psychology. This study attempts to examine the
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psychological dimensions of love and desire as
portrayed in the Tirukkural, particularly in the
Kamathuppal and to explore the impact of erotic

emotions on the human mind and body.
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eanet@erenes. @aasLGemy KuralAl eresriu@d e \swhens
mleTer 6] SlliLienLUleonen SHeuenDe| LDMHMID
seflluwuernssliuLL HHESSDeT SHDHMEd & Lpewed
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(DSR) Sigmewenemw  SiRUUEDLWNSS 6&Tar®,
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&6vefl, eflls 2 MeyssT HMID 2 608 QBYipepmSsT GUTETD LISdGeuM)
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2 _eogemefll DPLIL|SHeneT Q\&meuoTBeTeTenT.
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Qeterpw  pArLed 2 eodHed Hevell pewmBET GeusLTSH
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Intelligence), &sseauemwey &HM6d (Adaptive Learning),
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FEUN®, Lfiged whmib HerLsmne Benemaunbmeneo GLOLIGSSIOUSTS LI6D
SDpUWIEYSET SHLIQSSTLBSHEITM6DT.
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Bmaenear shHissassTen SHELUTMSW N SAPEDDSET
6ILEBLDLIMEYILD 2 6w 6flemaaid, QIMBOLIWITIL, 2 enmundfiwm smSgIss6T
OHMID  WeTILMLD ShSHWeuhenn ewDUWIDNSES E\&TewrBsmeres. oo
GImemLIed LWeiTLITB&6eT G5L6d, @6SLde) wHmID emeflw efleormeefleorm
6UFSHEMEIT CUPMHIBEUTTEYILD, SHemeu SHmeoneniledt (peirevmiley, HHMEL HemL,
2 _ewrnisd] [Bemed <Di6060g HDMEL (LPEITEEIDNSENS SHQLILIEHLUITES 6)GHMTETT®
SHEUMLDE] HHMENED ULPIHIGEIHE0E060.

3. e YenLoeuefl (Research Gap)

BeosHw pwieyseafleit SlglienLufeo NetTeu  BewLeruerflssit
SmevorLILIBSesTmeoT:

*  SmEGDET HhHmeysHETe Hul e ILenL UNeOTesT FHHeUEIDe| SHDDED
SHEMIDLIL|S6T GeWDOUTS _6iT6rT6nT.

*  shmeoment WISALN&ESD OHMID SevfllweMSSILLIL  SDHNEd

S SPEOMS6T LILGTLESSLILL 6flsdemen.

*  HHEHGSDET HEL6T QUTDHENSHE FLPEOHEBLEI STINE BEDETIEGLD
Sifleunimbg uflbgiens SubSnmissT Seosnev.
* 2 ewywmLed STl epedld Lbmewreuiserliett GaeiTellHEnho@ &LDIBsmed

&bg eNeTHSMIBEMET CUDMBIGLD HEMIDLIL|S6T SHTeoorLILIL 6fedemev.

* Spdflwi wOHNID AUDHCHTHBSSTET SDHMEL LIGLLMLIE| euFHs6lT
GLEBLDLMEYID Geveons [Bemeoullsd 2_eiterent.
4. Spuieflesr GBS MmIs6T
Uggnesr GBT&SLD
LonevoTeuserfledT euwIg, SHDHMed Bemev, DpiTeuld, SWDMHSSMEST DHMID
SOHMEd  WPeTBeNSHNS bl SHHSSDEMeT OFWNENS  HleTTevuryley

OFMPeOHILLISHT 2 FeflujLett SevfllLwesés auphisssaloul SSEUEMLDEY
SMOMED FLPEWED EUIPEUDLIDGG] (LPEITEIDMLICUSTSLD.
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Slwewr  GIbMT& & MmIS6T
1. smmeonsmi AHMAWLTSES LPEPMEDI EUIQEUEHLDSS60.

2. saaumibe] GneT Lifibgienr SuIhSIsens 2 (FalTs@LD &L enLDLIenLI
PTG 60.

3. 2 empunied HS epeod  SevflliLwenmaSILLL  efleThEmISEmET
QUPMRIGLD DISTVGAPEOMEDII CUIREUEHLDES6D.

4. Spdifluim HmId QUHBDTIHSETET SHDMED LIGLILIMLE| &L L6enLDLIEHLI
PTG 60.

5. adsne0 e\FWeonsad HmIb AT ST Spuiey SLLDLDLIEmL
2_(HOUTESI6V.

5. @petTeDMPWIILILL Spule)] (LPewD

@euaumile) Design Science Research (DSR) Siemi@wpenmenui
SlQUILIEDLUITSS 6\&TEITLgl. CHEmeusH6T LGLILIMLE], HEWLDLIL| 6)IQEI6mLDLIL],
S samisefleit QpmiSensuori HMID wpeTpnPf sLLembLIL SpSienel
8bs Spwellesr wsHu sLLmsem@n. KuralAl siLenplifed sbpeomen
gwefleunid, Snfleys SLLemIDLIL|, Sa6uenbe) LfibgenT SUIbSID, 2 emIuim 6o
Al, bOMID SHHMEL LGLILMLIE)| Samis6T QBhiSaneasILGSemeT. QbsHse
SLEmr  SeueuenolifedT eugeNemDLIL] DOHMID SHIMUFSH  SLLewDLIEDL
sflen&&SnE!; O\FweonssD WwHnI Lween WHINEG erdiameol Lewlsems
SrLLLLGSetTmeot.

KuralAluieo euwg whmb s&pHme BeneosGasmu
SefllLwermssULLL  SHMEd  &Lped

KuralAI Siewwlifer Nosner GCBI&ESHLD, Diewens g
SHDHMEOMMTSEHSHGSD CT LDMHILTE SHSHSMT MNeMTESHGMS CUDHIGEUTHE060.
DTS,  Qeueleum p Smmeomemileir euwlg), &eoefl Beweo, GWDMGHMeT,
&hmedo  Geusld, efl@HLILID, (petieniniley, WOMID &HMEO LPETGETHMLD
SpBwahenn  OFWHens HlewoTewrnilefledr epeold UGLUMIeY G\Fulg),
SiFMHBHHL SHDMEd 2 6TTLESSHMS SHEUMIDSS OUPHIGEUSTSLD.
BTG 961 GmeT LG SHDod diguearmsst (One
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Kural - Multiple Learning Experiences) etesip G&mrumLenL
SHQUILIEDLWITSS 6C\ST6T0TLS).

wpebruetefl  DMewIQITHEBSSETRT (B3-5 Qg ) SDDEd LD

pedtuerterfl omeworeurisefledr Sinfleysnit euermisd eflememuim®, S8,
@60 HMID SHeMSLDUWIDME  SHHMedledT epedld GLIGHeTDG).  eTeniGe,
BbBemeoullsd FpSH@SDEmeT DEUILILIMLLD S\FUIW eweuliLiens 6L, AHHeyeirer
SIDOBNE  SHHSHGIHHMET 6l6flll  HENSS:6IT, EUETITEIOTLDWILDITEST  LILIRISSEIT,
SlemgeplLll LLM&sT (Animations), umLed&eT wWHMID GTed eus
SDMEL epeold HMWPSLILBSHI6US ELMBSSTSNGLD. 2 HNI6TITLDNS,
"uBiBE CenaTeg aeTD SEHSMS ENETHEGL  GDEdeT, BIETG
GLHMSSHET Hhiseng eflewemumiGL OUMBLEDET LSIHE 61&SMeTEnLD
SDIDULDTES S8 2 meunsd euphGD. L6, Wi [BE06D EFW6D
eeiigm?" Gunetim el eflemasemer eraplid, GWHmeuleT LigeSeir
SleliLenLUNd DBHS SOMEO CIFUIOLIMLEDLES HHEUWIDSS OULDTRIGLD.
8561 peold GUHMSHEHHSG ADOBYN LHULsET Gueoums
6UETITSSLILIB BT,

Spobull  ueefl  NewraIsER&ESNT (FOD 1-5) SHHMEL
&1p6d

BbBemeouflsd DmevTTaUTHET GMerflett ererflul OWLIMBEDETUID 60T
BeOLApenOL  LweumLenLwd LfbgesmsTenbd eaemasuiled &bhmed
QUIEEIEMLDSSLILIBLD. QO\FWIDHens Hiewreworniey, Lisitefl, &MLDLLD, [HEWILITSSIT,
Opdfiflwiget OMID ST BHLPUSEBLET OSMLALLEGSS SmensT
6flen&@LD. LDMeTuTaNT eMbSsS SHSemsL! Lfibgeensier ATpiL@HomT eeitens
Sl LB, SHCH Gmener CamlL aGSHISHHTBSH6T, LLMIS6T
Deo60g HAMNIBEDSEHET cpeold LSeTTBLD  6MemSHGD. GOAYID, OLIMBSHSIS,
LLSmSS CoHEOSBHS, Gemmenw BIliLs, &meo eundliy, womid Hrw
efleormgeflesim  Gumedim  Q\FWEOLITB&6T  Lomevoreurflett  sOMEd  CoussHHSG
eI LMLIBLD.

BewLBeweoll LeTefl DTEwIGUTHEBSSTEN (BID 6-9) &DHMDEd
% p6d

Bbzs seosfl Beweoudled LmevmauigHsT Gmerfledr EWIMEHeEmeT LOL(BLD
SNged BUTGIDNETTH060; HGewesr eumpefluied & LpBewev s erp L 6ir



B®BESDET HDEOBN DhEHMS DHMID HedeOM sl Sule|ssiT 187

QBMLTLLESS AbPsED Snaid euanissLiLL Geoustor®Lb. ereorGe KuralAl,
"o st metoLi  Guielled BEOGOBESE C\FTENTENITED  [BruSGET  eTetTewT
oeuifiimar?” Gunetn Bapeysenet 2 maunsd, et Gsiey OEFULILLD
LBeOl6sT DigUILIEmLUN6d HFEMILETT QST SH(HSHSmeme 6fMeMSSSmE.
Seueunm) onewreNTS6 e AMMEBNME ArbSement, (PeEIEIBSHGSD SMedT DHMILD
Fepsll QUMMILILEwNTe| SpSeubenn euemis@L euensuied Hill saeuenibe)
SMHMHENED CULPIHIGLD.

gngngewr &7 (O/L) LDMEWTIQUTHEBSHTEN SHHMEO  &LP6d

SNSNIEWT ST LDNEWIEITSHEHSHS SHhsSmeflesr @eosHull aUITIHET,
smHSPWed efleneEasd WOHMID FoSTEOL LWeTUTE SbSW  epedimib
REHBmeHS  (pedouied  HONGSILEGD. Sufl, GSDeweT UGLILMLe)
QFIE DiGETT MDWS SHBHSH, QeosSwE L, Fepsl EOUMBSSHD
OHNID CoiaysEsTen PSS JibsmsensT efleTs@h. AHCHMTG &LBenT
SIS0, GNIHESTGLIL 2 (HEUTSHSSH0, SHSS SUILIG, BaHpeal LGLLmiie)
womib wrSf efesmgsnst LUIDAsET SpBuieuDenDU]D SevflliLieoTne:d
QUPRIGLD. Lomevoreurfledt LisvelieTionest LiGHaemer Sl seoormibgl, HSHBHHD
oLUIHS BLelsmsSmeTLD LfihEHenTs@LD.

2 wigy (A/L) LDTEWIQITHE@HSHIET HMHMEd GLPEd

© I LDTEUOTEUTEEBSETES SHDMeD, LiGLILMLe), efligens dbsenest
LOMID Spiie)s SDeiT SpBWCUNEDD EMLDWIDNSS CIGHTETILETSH SIHSHSLD.
KuralAl, Smésmemer swasnen dMellwed, dlgdwed, gepasBd,
ILINIHEMTSILD, &DMIFEIPED, OFWLINHENS: HiewTemine] @waseied GLmeiTm
SEOLILSHEBLET QSTLILLGSS efeundssd QFUSng). Lbmesred erdpLiLjLD
GaeellaEnse SO LOGaM UTTmeusefled cNeTHEMISEMT  CULDMHIS,
sWHbGEmeTEnL 2argGells@GD. BFH6TT cPedD HIHSHGSMET @(H LDEBTLILIMLLI
LIMLLDITE  <H16060MD6D, Spll6y LDHMID 6MiFer SbSHenesissnest Sinjley
6U6ITLDNS  LDMOHDLILIGEDEI.

LI0&HEMEVSEHLDS  LDITEWTEUTSHEHEHSTEN  SHMHMED  &5LPEd

LID&6mEV&ELDS  Lonesuieisehsans: KuralAl, gewmemt  sbmed
SIEWSLPEODEMUILT LIETUGSSIBEDSI. setflesl nlefled LomemmaliaEnse
QFwhens Hiewewle) @wWsssiwed, efersssaapw Al (Explainable
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AI), ewummiumesr Al (Responsible AI) Gumetim &b &% EH L6
OFMLIMTLEDLW  SMeTaemeT  6fensGHEmg. OWmMuwed  LDIesTeNTSHEHSHS
EFMNEOAPEDD RLP&HSHLD, G(PLILIENf LDHMILD FHEWELEMIDSSEIOUD CVSMLITLIMTETT
Gme&sT LfiibGHenIssLILIBSeDen. LDHSSI6) LDTEWIOTHEDHEHE &(HEDE,
Gmmwmefl wgmofly wWHMID WESH OBBPmDSET; auemwls
LDMETTEUTSHEHES [BIICUET DHEHEDLD, FHENEVEHLDSSHIOID LDHMID BB LPEDD
@Leonesoremip; &Heoeflufiuied LDmeTTTENTSHEHHG SpAflm LT seT HMID
sHINGH60 Q@UWEHHD pHwaDmLel HBHESDET &6 s
sDIssLILGEE. SHeiT cpeold HHHSMET LeoGemn injley LbHMID
OBMOOUPMD RUEHSHFHILET Denertibd eumpeflied S mLiQuIns
LMOHOLILGSDE.

Sbulem apweugiones sppeysster (Lifelong Learning)
& \p6d

Kural AI-ufiesr wpédwionesr dApliibeid, @G sbmeomenlesr &e0efils
LWenTHens (peitlemefl  (pHed LOSHMEDSHIHD UeDIT  OSTLAHSI
OSFMLLSTGSLD. LDmewoTaufledT SHMEL UTEONM), FTHEWEVISH6IT, SbiTeu LDMDDBISHSIT
OMID  wWpeir@erhpid SpBweaupemm Al OSMLABE UGLUMLE| &S,
Reueen h SHevell Bemeoulsyid OWIMESSOTEN LB SDMED HEDILIGUTRISED6T
QIPRIGD. @651 cpeold HHESGWET @B SHILNL UM S LESDGSsT
DL BLILILITDED, DbU|6TT (PPEUGID SUASTLGBL HMEBM WHMID eumLpefiuied
SMOMEd 6UETLDNS 2_(HEUTSSLILGSMDE).

6. qpemamuir Seowlys scLemwll] (Proposed
System Architecture)

KuralAl eeitug eQeswpems memeorme (Artificial
Intelligence), sseueme &bmed (Adaptive Learning), 2 emguinied
mieworeroriley  (Conversational AI), Sifeys siLemwiy (Knowledge
Graph), whmib &Hmed uGLumiey (Learning Analytics) Spdw mefiesr
OSMHEOBILLIKIGENET  RIBRISMINHGLD HMeuMhs &Hevelld  gLpeoTs
wperaWMALILILGEDE. BeususnibliNesr CHT&ESD, Qe Sbhmeorerilesr
sefllulL ComasEhs8shU SHEGDET SHOHDMED SHHMIDSS
GULDTRIGEUSTGSLD.

SNMDLITN6IT  (PHEd Famns:  shmeomen Guwlefleuy GLD6VTETITEMLD
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(Learner Profile Management) Siemodng. @H6d0 smmeoremies euwig,
&evefl [Bemev, GWDMNE SHwedr, (petteriiiey, HDMEL Geusld, DpiTauD, HDHMEL
eugeomm| HMID WBNLE weaseT udey OFLWLILGSTDET. BHSS
SHEUDSHET  OBMTLAGGE UHUNSSIULG, SevlllLwenTaSULULL  SHMed
LITenSenW 2 (hoUN&es SSE& OLSMILDNG HemLDSESTMEDT.

BrewiLeug sapren spmeomen widflwnss @umbdmd (Learner
Modelling Engine), aspmpeonerflesr Sifeunpmed HBewed, &SHMEd
WPeTGesIHMID, L6V, LevelierTd WHMID SHHMEL HEWL SpBweunemnm
uglunie] QOFUSDE. SbsL uGLuTlelsr SleliLenLuled &Hmed
o eTenLE&HID, uvuWipdaset wHMD WLIITEHT HTETNSES
BHH6UMLDESLILIBB6EITM6DT.

epeiioeug sapns Smesenst HMleys srLenwli (Thirukkural
Knowledge Graph) 2 @meaunsslin@Gdng. S5 @e6eunp GDEbHD AHseor
SBENOD, OWNHST, HDEVBM AL, eumpefluled LIWETLNG, SFLDSTED
dBSHHHSMBSH6T, CIGMNDAPEDD LWETUTBSH6T, [Beneowimest euemiad]
Beos@aer (SDGs), whmib FnLiyewLw WD S M6 EHL 6T
BewewissLILGSEDS. Qb5 SNes sLLenbly Alsg eummssnmet
GpetsameTs Csibas®ss Ufbsmiiusharer SiMes SeTbnss
O\FWeEOLIGSMG).

G55z ssambe Ufbgor Subsrbd (Adaptive
Recommendation Engine) 6sweoL@dmg. S8 smhmeomerilssr euig),
el [Bewev, SpfiauD, &HMHMEd euTeOMm) OHMID FHHEUMEMSW SHDHMHEO
BoemausEmeT SH[HSHE0 SMEIB CWINIHSSHDTEN GSD6TSH6T, CNeTHSHMhIS6T,
HWSHSHET, E\FWeOLITESHET WHmID WwHNIBsemer LMbaHDIsSng. G565
ePEOLD  REUCIGUM(H  LDMETTOUHSHGD Sevllsgleunnes SDMed SieniLiould
2_(BaUNSaLILIGSBDEI.

2 empuinLed OFwmens miewrewomiley (Conversational Al Tutor),
LDMeTTTENTSEBLETT  @wiedLimesr  QMAuied 2 emgwime, G&eTellsEHHE
sflenssaflsgl, aWgSECSDN TBSSHISHTLBSHEMET QUPHRIGHDE!. LDTETTEUT
aWLLD FHCHHRISMET 2 LeUQUINss SHg, SHOOEmed 2ms@GeflsGLD
afsneuins g FWeoLIBSBnEI.

Goeyb, smHmed ueLumle €sr1&d (Learning Analytics
Module), ammeonerissr wetr@embmd, AFEUNG, WHIUIG EFwedSMedT
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LOMID &HMed CUISHGSeMeT LGLUUMLE] 6FWg pAfwisensed
OUHBDMHESLD IMSHMEHHEMET QUDPHIGSDI. BS60T eLpeold Sbmeonerifesr
PICTDHMSMS OSTLIFAWLINS Sevnianeniss CoHemeuwnes QLrhiserfled
H06oUIG O\FUIL (pIU|LD.

Seaieunmy KuralAl Siewwllesr Siewensg &M s EhLD
RHHIBMEWHE, SHHSDET SHHDENEd LDTeTTTONT  EMDWILILBESSLILILL,
SefLILLIETTSESLILLL, SHSHeueniDey WHMID euMpefluled &Mibg HeUMTHS
&606fllg LPEOTS  LDMHMN)|S6EITM6DT.

7. ediumsaslu@ eiemereysst (Expected Outcomes)

Seuaumieflesr AplinenLuied perawmPuwiiu@nd  KuralAl
SiemIDLIL, Sh&HESDeT seveflufied LisdGeum) SHeveufiied HMID OSTLAEOHILLI
WPpeTGEvTHPMmIGHEDeT HLBSHHID 61601 IHTLMTSSLILGBDE!.

pFeONEUFTS, SHmeoneriedt euwig), seoefl Bemeo, Gwpms Hmedr
LOHMID  SHOMEd WPICTDHNSHDS DL  FeoflLLWETTSSLILLL  SDHEd
SIDLOIGMS  CUPMRIGEUSET  eLPeLD, BHHSHSMEMST LDETTLILIMLLD  \FWIULD
Sl &Spenmuiedpbgl Lflsed HMID euMDeiLied LILIEHTLITLEML eDLDWILDITES
Q\GMEWIL  &DMeISHES LDAHOID erHLGLD.

SeTTLTeUSTSH, C\FLINNS: [Hi6TuTemie) SieLiLenLUTeormes S&6I6miDe)
&MOMed epeold Lomewreuiseflst &bmeo FEUT® (Learner Engagement),
swadped Smeir  (Self-directed Learning), wphmib BeworLasmeo
Bewevraunmed GODLIGLD 6T60T eIBTLMTSESLILGSDE.

epsirpieugns, 2 ewgwnied Al wbHmidb Heys sLLemioliy
Spfweunnilent QBhSememT N6 ELPEVLD, LDTETITEUTEET SIHSHESDEN6T FLDSTED
Fepall LNTFdemenise, CFMPEOIPEDD QUESSD, SHDHMIFHDEO LITHISHTLIL],
SHEMEVEMDSGIAUD, S\FWIHEWS [HisToTemle] @Lp&seled HmID Bemeouwimesr
eueigs) Beos@sem (SDGs) GUITENTD LISOSIEDD GLp60SEBLET OSTLTLLIGSS
SHGSWD eumiLienLLl SLImI6T.

Brersnesns, Afunsepssner shmed uGLUMTLeY 6uFs,
wewreuigeledt WPeTGTHMLD, LIv6leumigsT WHNID SHDED CHEDEUSHEDET
SieDLWTeTD  &Mewr 2 geb. @sesr cpeod Spdflwiser grefledr
SlieliLienLuled HDLIIGHEO (plgeydHener 6TBSHS (LPIQULD.
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BHSTUSTH, OWUDHEONTSET ShisHeTsH GLHensseflen &hned
WPeTGETMILD WHMID SHDEVBH CuaTTEHMI OSMLITESUINES SHeTTSHMeuilss!,
6l pefl B8 HOHMemed IysMa@D eumiienuls aLmieuT.

Guoeyb, KuralAl Siewwiy SHmsemener Usitefls  seosfle@sit
LGLLGSSTLDED, (LPpedTLIeTerl (LpSed LIEDSHme0SSHIDSD 6U6mT DHMID ShHUl6T
wpweagibrer snmeyseb (Lifelong Learning) eunmbsssaigw
SNBSS SH606flE FLPEOTSH 2 (HEUTHGSID HNENETT C\SHTETT BTN,

8nduns, Qeueumiley S I Jnlepeuuid Belewr CFWIHENS
BletoTenoine)y CSMAEOBIL LIMISHENETUILD RBHISEHETSHGLD DesllgEemipIs: sev6fl
(Human-Centered AI Education) wndflenw wpereomleuses epeoLd,
2 ecosenmefiLl S6vefls QEMPleomIL Sprmigdueo Liul Lrkiserfilienu euprhigLd
el6eoT  ETHTLIMTSESLILGSEDS!.

7. GuohBsnerser (pmHif)

Hevner, A. R., March, S. T., Park, J., & Ram, S. (2004). Design Science
in Information Systems Research. MIS Quarterly, 28(1), 75-
105.

Holmes, W., Bialik, M., & Fadel, C. (2019). Artificial Intelligence in
Education. Center for Curriculum Redesign.

Luckin, R. (2018). Machine Learning and Human Intelligence. UCL
IOE Press.

Russell, S., & Norvig, P. (2021). Artificial Intelligence: A Modern
Approach (4th ed.). Pearson.

UNESCO. (2021). AI and Education: Guidance for Policy-makers.

Smeusieneut. HmHHSDET. @ hsEEHEG ahm HhSsfssiur, bl
GHBsTeMal LILeTLBSSLD.)
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BBHSMaled DHTal, HHL LOHMILD
Sila) CLoeTaNIeniD: Hanfall SIlaiuied
LTTEnaMUIeOTaT LGLILITUIe]

(Data- Information and Knowledge
Management in Thirukkural: An
Analysis from the Perspective of

Computer Science)

W@SFTHT [OmMb  [LDEvuT6HT.
epss efifleyemmwiment,
6Ue 6B LT LISD&:6mE0ESSLDSLD,
yasotha@vau.ac.lk

eedrLed wissPe0 suey (Data), sseusd (nformation), infley
Knowledge) wmmib Sinfley Goeoretoremo  (Knowledge
Managemenf) Spfwemen sevoflesll Sinfleflutsd HMID SHaH6U6D
Siemwlysefletr (Information Systems) Sigliuenc
Famisenns  elleThiGHeiiner. Sreweus Gaaifgzeo, g6
BIH5mE 2 MIBLILIBSSHIHE0, HHEU6ONS LDMDHMIHED, HMeuUTsLI
LWeTLIBSSE|H60 OHMID Ffwimesr  (PeeuBSSHe0 Spdiwiene
[B66UT SEH6U60 CGTHEVEI LIS WHSW CIFWEOLPEDDEEITIGLD.

SreiorLmIgD SLeTBSHEHSHS (W6t SUDDLILI'L ShHeHESmeT
eolls auMpsHems, &Hevefl, BieUT&HD, E\GTLILIMLED, HM6y,
SpImiEs DOHMID  WPREOIBGSSD OSILITLTET 2 WIThg
SBSHGHHHMET  QPRIGSENG. Beveumiie], HmeSmerfeo
SLbeOLMID HhSEIHmeT Heliewr SHewflell Snefwiedlett Sey,
S&H6ue0 WOMID Mley GLeomeTTTENIDE  CHTLLITBSEBHLEIT
UG uelumle] QFUSDE.

Bevaumiiefled ga:euedlett FULILICTTLS6T, FIey SLMILIL, S56160
BIDLIGSS6TTEND, D6 2 (HeUTSHEHD, FaHeued L6, FHSH6160
UTGISTLLY, (PReeBSSed LHMID S&H6U60  CWBM LPEDMESET
Spdwener  OBMLILemLW  Hhs@Snenaaflens  SieliLienLuiled
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Spiie] QELILIILGESTDET. GLED,  SHEGDET SIaEsHaE
Sifley Gweonesimemo  (TTIKM). aeiin LW smsSwed
WrSfwD  wpesramAWILGSDS).

PHBW O\FMDHSH6T: HHSGMET, FI6Y, SHHEUD, AHM6y, M6y
Gweorsioremd, DIKW, s&eued SiemwbLliLser, sevoflevfl
Sinfefluwied.

1. SIMepsb

B®USOFNSIHID HEIHOTOTE GaHeUed6lT HITHMHTEITLTEHES
SHSILGEDG. e\Fwhens mievoreromiey Artificial Intelligence), ewmmBsTey
(Big Date), Swpdrs asbdmed Machine Learning), spessenriseir
(Databases), Gw&as sewflesfl (Cloud Computing), Sinfley GLoedmesITEMLD
(Knowledge Management) GumesTD Sl 6w 61 5 5 b 61 o1
OFMOOMI LIGISHEHLD ST6fl6i SIHEMSWID SHEH6U60165T [HLDLISESSEMEHLDEMUILILD
SQUILIEOLWITSS C\&TTCL  O\FWIEOLIBH6ITM6DT.

sevflesll SinfNefluiedled,

* Data eetiugy epev 2 evoreminaer (Raw Facts)

* Information eetiLg 6FWeoNSBILLL SIey

* Knowledge eetiug yfiihgiO\smsmemiurL sseued

*  Wisdom eretrug Sinfsfletr i ieniufsd erB&sLILED grflwimeot
apiesy

eisoim DIKW (Data-Information-Knowledge-Wisdom) wndfl LigeueonaL
LWeTUBSSILGSBDE).

SmeveTenet QUM HHESDET 2 60sL  EILIMGILDEDMHIITSLI
GUTOPLILGEDE. B0 sevsfl, Sifle), TMIES, 2 eworenid, [BiieunsiD,
Q\FLITLIML6D, Slemip&s:, @MmnLed Gueiin SPsmsefleo sra Grsiflsseo,
s&aued  FMluniggeo, ey 2 BaTSESSD, WRABS5 SHdW
SHBSGHIHHEBLETT RUIILSFalQul Led SBHLPeDDEET GLIDALIDMI6TET6DT.

Bss1Geruilst CrrssD, HHHESDeisd 2 _6Tem B&sHHSISHHEN6T
sewofleofl Sinfefed DHMID S56u60 SHEMIDLINLIED LIMTeweuuTed SHIMLIEUSMTELD.
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2. Spuie] CEHI&HSMmISET
Bevauniefledt (pHBW CBNSSMmISST LlesTeumLomm):

1. gUe, Sseued WLHMID SiNe] ubPw senflefl  Sinfefluied
BHGHGHHWET H6mdhESSH60.

2. SmeaEnerfeo SHeuDmIL6T OSMLTLEDLI SBSSHIHHEVET HEMLUITETLD
SITEI)|&60.

3. seeuedlett ILILeTTLGeneT S(ha@&nerieit SlliLienLuiled LiGLLMmiiey
\FUIG60.

4. “BmeGDsT SIaEsaiNe Gweorsenn (TTIKM) wrdfepw
PETELDTLAS60.

3. 8053 Suie]

Ackoff (1989) sney, ss6u6d, Jifley HMID EHNETID SpSweuHenm
Betid Beweosenns efens@Homt. Davenport womib Prusak (998)
Sinfley GLDEOMETITENID  6T60TLISI  SHSH6UMEVLI  LILIDI6iTem  Hpleuns  DMHMILD
aFweopeny erenrd GSHILIIGBetimevri. NHbaka wpmub Takeuchi (1995
Brieuetmhisefleo Sinfey 2 (Heun&sd WHMID USiey Seubplssten wpaodiw
SNIewIDNS: RHBUUSTSES FamSedTDeoT.

SISD PeosHw JpUIeUTeTTSH6ET HHHSDEDET HMEBNI, S6vefl,
Biieunsib, QUMEBeTTSTID, 2 erefluied Gumesin Led Gamemmmserfled Dbl
eFg eitereont. LD, SoHeusd Hewwlifwed (nformation Systems)
whnb e Goeonstoremp  (Knowledge Management) Ganewigded
GLHESTETOTLILLL SpUIeYSH6T &S SGEDMEY.

aenGel, evaumie] b5 BevLewsflemw Briyb wwbhdwns
SiMEDE).

4. saxfefll Sileflwebleo spey, ssmeued WHMID DiMley

4.1 gpe] (Data)

O\FWEOMSHSLILILITS 2 6WTenIDSET FHI6y 6TedrLILIBLD.
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©_gMy6voTLD:
. LDITEUOTEUIT  GLIWIT, 6uWg), LDSLIGILIesoT
Bma geflsseflluns @mas@bd GUTE eI SHSLD.
4.2 ssewe (Information)
SIN6l RURIGLIGSS OUNHETUGSSHIDEUTS S5H6160 2 [HauTSns.
©_gMy6oTLD:
"ionevoreufietr snmeM dliOwLer 82%.”
4.3 3ifley (Knowledge)
SHEUMED LIGLILMLE| OFLIEH WeaeiBs&D SnGem injeun@Lb.
©_gMy6oTLD:
82% 6Wwbp wrewraui Hevell 2 FHS5NSTMESHS SSSWITevTeu.
4.4 Smsopefed Fre) Geomsirenid

semfleoll  SlewwLysefled sreweu LedGeum epeoruserfedlhbsI
G aiflsSetTmenir.

SpeusTEHelT Famidmmit:

STLGWLINER6T  WImTWmieumils CaslLNenid

SIIOWIMEHET WDUILIOLNIHET SetoiLg Mle). (@msT 423)

BHGD6T, R FHHEUML RET APOSHEOBHE TSP LisoGeum)
epeorhiselledpbgl  sfumisg 2 smenenwl Al Ceustor®LD  ET6iTLIENS
aeflunssdng. S5 et LweL@ESsLLED Data Validation, Data
Verification, Data Quality 8w smEIgHISHHEBLET RSHIICLTSDE).

4.5 soeaedler &ILILIGHIL 6T

(B [FEV6D G660 LNETTEUHLD LISTITLIS6m6TE: 6\SHTeuonehaes Geuetor(BLD.
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Accuracy eumiemb ereorlLIBeUg WMES601l6D... 2 6HTEMLDIITE S86160
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6\FTeVaY|5

Clarity sfleThisd 61&me0edl GaHLLMILDETTSEI6T 6\berfleuresr Hae6u60

Consciousness &(@hiag 6\&m6060 6H6MMBIGENEUSS FHHHSHLDTEI SHHEU6D

Timeliness ameolb MG 6\Fmevedledt gflwmenr GmBISH6d
BHS6U6ED

Knowledge SinfleyemLiwimi 616060MD 2 _ewLWINT & & 6 60 S euns
LDTM)&60

4.6 Sile] GLDEDTERTENLD
Sidley et6tTLg Foeuedlett @M CBISHELD.
SHeusTEnHelT Famidmmi:

“ DIM6YEHLWIMT 6T606DMD _EWLWIIT;

SDiflefleonit erTEEHLWLIGTEYID B6oiT -

85&DeT, MGa eflselledr 2 wWiMHFH 6EFeveID 6T6iTLMS
TBSSHIEDTSHBDE].

Knowledge Management, Knowledge Creation, Knowledge

Sharing, Knowledge Reuse and Knowledge Preservation eresruer
PSSWIDTET 61FULIOLPEDMSETTSLD.

Bmeeeafleo seosfl, Camersfl, SinfeyemLemD, SeWDES, OSB!
E\FIICOENMS DB ANBHMTRISHST SUDMILET CGTLITLIEHLUIEHE.

4.7 55660 LDOHMID WPROIBSHS60

Decision Support Systems-@etr SiiliienL. GBn&sd  glwimest
556606t SHieLILIEMLUNED WIeEIUBSSE0MGSLD.
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SHEUSTEBEUT FamBmmiT:
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ETEUOTEID) US| @@é,@”. @e?)

88 @etewpw Decision Analytics wpmib  Artificial
Intelligence Spdweupmlesr SleliLEwLS HHBSSTSLD.

4.8 ssae0 EBDLPEDDS&ET
[B6D6D SHH6UD 2_6TTEMLDWING B([HSHS Geussor®LD.

6UMUIEDLD  eTOTLILIBONG WIT6\G6ufled
WITE\STeiMILD HemD G0MS 61FTEV6D.

Information Ethics, Integrity, Honesty and Transparency
SpBwener GeHMID (PSHSIWIS O\HTETEDHSHETTESLD.

4.9 wstowmfwiu@d widfi (TTIKM Model

Seueumiiey ”g@s@m SI6)-S86160-iNN6) GLDEOMETITEMLD (ITIKM)”
ei6tTn ShGSWwed nPiflenw petTeLDMASME).

Sowndf, DIKW wbrdfleowwd Smasamefler Hneflweo
Hb5EnETHEMETLID RIHMHISENETHSDG].
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SeuseneuT sevfllesll Deveog FaHeued ASMAEMILIGMS LD
eipIeilevsmev. SIBLINENID, SHeuenevs CaaiflEse0, 2 _6ToTenLDEmUl SHIMLIGED,
LIWn)eiTen  S&euemeoll  LILETLGESSIS0, O\sefleunss aOSnLTLOsTBse0,
afwnenr CEISHL FSHeuemeoLl LSBTZHE0, Hnsflest SieliiemLuled (pigsIauBETH6d
GUIElTD LISD SHQUILIEDLES 6E\&HMETEnSBEHET, BETEMDIL HEHeusd BGLDEOTETITEMLD
wOMd Hevollesll Dinflefluied CHMLTBHEBLET SHSSHWEDO QRDMIEHLDEDUIS
6\&TEUOT(BEITEITEUT.

8B RULmSsT, HbsSneneT seferll dinflefwedlett G
WPETGEUTMQUINSS ST BOUSDHHTEH DiEDE0 LDMDITS, HEllesT H3H6160 BLOEOMETITENLD
AbSMESHEBLET RSHIICLINGLD Smevhm Siplenar SeusfLLIBGSSIUSTSLD.
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Figure 1 Pipeline: from Data to decision
6. uflbgenTse
1 Bmseper ey ewewguLd (Knowledge Graph) o (peung@seo.
2. $ma@meT Ontology 2 Heuns:&sev.

3. Al SuplienLufeonest HHSHSMET SHHMEO HEWLDLILY.

IN

. Suibens awmfl aFwenssDd (NLP) cpeold @meT euenasLiLiBgse0.
5. 556160 SILILTTLE6T6 SHQLILIEHLUNED GDETHEMET CUHSLILIBSHS|E60.
6. Thirukkural-based Decision Support System 2_meung@&geo.

7. @pejewr

a6y, HH6U6d HMID ey DpBuwieweu mefiesr semflesll SinflefiwieSlest
EOLDWIS SHThSZIHseTs ellemhi@Semer. Seuaumiie), Sma@nerieo SLDaLmID
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Geyb, BssLGewruied peTOMAWLILILB6iTeT SHBSHSDST SIey
saeueodinfley Gueonetoremo (ITIKM) wrdfl, goeusd dinfleflied HMID
S SeosSWD Sy BB SHONHEHSSD BewLuleomest LHul Spuie)
aniiysamer 2 GBars&3ng. @& weiied wellgewso (Digital
Humanities), e swbens mietremnmiey LOHMID N6y GLDEOTETTENID Db
gleomaafled eTHTEHT0 SYUINSHEBSHSTET JHEGHSATIDNG HEMLDWISFBLD.
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2 MIEILIMEHEBLD 2 60@ 6IITIHEBLDSHEI ERETTEUTITITE,
QEMIOLMBEBD GaurbgedT QWIMEBET (&MeT756)

aflung eubg G&HD ENIBEHLD, Smhuseufilng eu@BLD ILIMIHEBLD,
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220 Gugm. umeh. GIMDedhigd

2 _flemser LHMi &TeuGsss SHIESHSHISHHET SHSUEUDMILEST SiheusTEneurlesr
eveom &l IBMlsEBLET RETPILIGLITSDE. 6160186, HHEHGSDET RH LISToTenLLL
SISID Seo&BUIDNS DL (BLDEDEDITLDED, 2 608 JHTwied, Biieumasefuisd HMILD
B6LEOML Fl&TET STEVDMHD CUNSMLLY [HTEOMSHOD HBLDSDG.

dprejemr

SHEUSTEBOUT FamilD HEVEOT S QBMN&ET, @Ih IBILIEET HTwled,
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1. Good Governance, Definition, Index, Principles, Indian
Example, By Vajiram Content Team - Jul 1, 2026... Read more
at: https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/good-
governance/

2. OBNEOENES FalbDLD LI[HeUSSE LDHMS6H
GH50\FM6ES §i5s BLHg. (@DsT 490)

3. €HTeVLD HHBEVIMI WSB! SHT6VLD
&P BLHFND OFuleit. (BmeT 484)

4. sflemevTeusOl|d SedTeueOlU LD LDMHMMEST 6uedlULD
glewewTeusdluld Gneds e\Fweo. (@meT 477

5. UNICEF and the sustainable development goal https://
www.unicef.org/sustainable-development-goals
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1. Sipflesr BS Cweonewremo (Public Finance)
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R BILeH& euHDTeID 6beshs auflseflsd ey Geuetr@BLD
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"2_mIOLNBEBD 2 60& ELIMHEBLSET RETEITE
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* 2 mewungeeT: eumi&sMOmT  eveoNs CIFNHHISHSH6T  LDHMILD

Beoslell Liemawed (@BWDens eUeNThIGET) eLPEOD HTEEHS
6U(BLD GUIHEUMUL.
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* 2.60@ eWnmsT: &mis eufl OHMID euemfls suflser (@stTemmul
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SHBSDS MOUSSSH ESTGTB uflLn OFLSHSS S eemib
ergaflaSmm.

3. CGaeanawe»wbCw euNGeTTENISSHer g amewnf
(Agriculture is the backbone of the economy)

OpLID  evfls (Adam Smith) Gumettp Hefiewrl  OWITGBETISTT
SiNleprissT ComettmieusSHS (PpetTGL, efleusmuGD (Agriculture) @ B igesr
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Senior Attorney T.M. Ponambalum
Executive President, International Thirukkural Foundation,
Mauritius

International Thirukkural Conference on
“Thirukkural and Ethics, Governance and
Government”

Sydney, Australia | 3—4 September 2026

Distinguished scholars, esteemed dignitaries, respected
delegates, ladies and gentlemen,

It is both a privilege and a profound honor to address this
august gathering at the International Thirukkural Conference here
in Sydney, a city that symbolizes cultural diversity, intellectual
exchange, and global dialogue. We have assembled from different
parts of the world, united by a shared admiration for one of
humanity’s most remarkable ethical texts—the Thirukkural.

Composed over two millennia ago by the sage Tiruvalluvar,
the Thirukkural transcends time, geography, language, and
ideology. Its 1330 couplets, concise yet profound, offer a universal
moral framework that continues to guide individuals, societies, and
governments. Today, as we reflect on the themes of ethics,
governance, and government, we are invited to rediscover not
merely an ancient text, but a living philosophy—one that holds
enduring relevance in our contemporary world.

Thirukkural: A Universal Ethical Compass

The Thirukkural is not confined to any single religious or
cultural tradition. It speaks in a universal voice—one that
emphasizes virtue (aram), wealth (porul), and love (inbam) as the
foundational pillars of human life. What is striking is its clarity: it
presents ethics not as abstract ideals, but as practical principles to
be lived and enacted.

In an age where ethical dilemmas are increasingly complex—
ranging from technological disruption to environmental crises—
the Thirukkural offers a moral compass grounded in simplicity and
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wisdom. It reminds us that righteousness is not negotiable, that
truth must prevail over expediency, and that compassion must guide
power.

For instance, Tiruvalluvar emphasizes integrity in thought
and action, stating that the essence of virtue lies in living without
causing harm to others. This principle, though ancient, resonates
strongly in today’s global discourse on human rights, social justice,
and sustainability.

Ethics in Personal and Public Life

Ethics, as articulated in the Thirukkural, begins with the
individual but extends seamlessly into society. The text underscores
virtues such as honesty, humility, gratitude, and self-control—
qualities that are essential not only for personal growth but also for
social harmony.

In modern governance, we often speak of transparency,
accountability, and ethical leadership. These concepts, while
articulated in contemporary language, find their roots in the timeless
wisdom of Tiruvalluvar. A leader who lacks moral integrity cannot
build a just society. A system that ignores ethical values cannot
sustain peace.

The Thirukkural teaches us that ethics is not optional; it is
foundational. Whether one is a citizen, a public servant, or a head
of state, adherence to ethical principles is the cornerstone of trust
and legitimacy.

Governance According to the Thirukkural

One of the most remarkable aspects of the Thirukkural is its
detailed treatment of governance. In the Porul section, Tiruvalluvar
outlines the qualities of an ideal ruler, the responsibilities of
ministers, the importance of justice, and the necessity of good
administration.

The ideal ruler, according to Tiruvalluvar, is one who is just,
compassionate, and wise. Power, he reminds us, is not an end in
itself but a means to serve the people. A ruler must prioritize the
welfare of citizens, uphold justice without bias, and ensure that
governance is guided by ethical principles.
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In today’s democratic systems, these ideas translate into
responsible leadership, inclusive policymaking, and citizen-centric
governance. The Thirukkural emphasizes that governance must be
rooted in fairness and equity. It condemns tyranny and corruption,
warning that unjust rule ultimately leads to societal decay.

Moreover, Tiruvalluvar highlights the importance of counsel
and deliberation. A wise ruler surrounds himself with knowledgeable
advisors and listens to diverse perspectives. This principle aligns
closely with modern practices of participatory governance and
institutional checks and balances.

Justice and Rule of Law

Justice occupies a central place in the Thirukkural.
Tiruvalluvar asserts that the strength of a nation lies in its
commitment to justice. Laws must be applied impartially, and rulers
must ensure that the weak are protected from exploitation.

In contemporary governance, the rule of law is considered
fundamental. However, the Thirukkural goes a step further by
emphasizing the moral responsibility behind the law. It is not
enough to have laws; they must be just, and they must be
implemented with compassion and fairness.

The text also warns against the misuse of power. Leaders who
act unjustly not only harm their subjects but also undermine their
own legitimacy. In this sense, the Thirukkural offers a powerful
critique of authoritarianism and a strong endorsement of ethical
governance.

Economic Governance and Social Welfare

The Thirukkural recognizes the importance of economic
prosperity but insists that it must be achieved through ethical means.
Wealth, according to Tiruvalluvar, is meaningful only when it
contributes to the welfare of society.

He advocates for fair taxation, responsible resource
management, and the alleviation of poverty. These ideas resonate
strongly with contemporary discussions on sustainable
development and inclusive growth. Governments today face the
challenge of balancing economic progress with social equity—a
challenge that Tiruvalluvar addressed centuries ago.
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The text also emphasizes the role of generosity and social
responsibility. It encourages individuals and institutions to support
those in need, thereby fostering a culture of compassion and
solidarity.

Global Relevance of the Thirukkural

As we gather in Sydney—a global city that embodies
multiculturalism—we are reminded of the universal appeal of the
Thirukkural. Its teachings are not confined to Tamil society; they
belong to humanity as a whole.

In a world marked by conflict, inequality, and environmental
challenges, the Thirukkural offers a vision of harmony and balance.
It calls for ethical leadership, just governance, and compassionate
citizenship. It reminds us that progress is meaningful only when it
is guided by moral values.

The global relevance of the Thirukkural is also evident in its
adaptability. Its principles can be applied across different cultural
and political contexts, making it a valuable resource for
policymakers, educators, and scholars worldwide.

Ethics in the Age of Technology

As we move deeper into the 21st century, new ethical
challenges emerge—particularly in the realm of technology.
Artificial intelligence, data privacy, and digital governance raise
questions that require thoughtful and principled responses.

The Thirukkural, though ancient, provides guidance even in
this modern context. Its emphasis on truth, responsibility, and the
avoidance of harm can inform our approach to technological
innovation. It reminds us that progress must be aligned with ethical
considerations, and that human dignity must remain at the center
of all advancements.

The Role of Education

Education plays a crucial role in nurturing ethical citizens
and responsible leaders. The Thirukkural underscores the
importance of learning, not merely as the acquisition of knowledge
but as the cultivation of wisdom.

Incorporating the teachings of the Thirukkural into
educational curricula can help instill values of integrity, empathy,
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and social responsibility in young minds. As educators and scholars,
we have a responsibility to ensure that these timeless principles are
passed on to future generations.

A Call to Action

As we deliberate over the next two days, let us not treat the
Thirukkural as arelic of the past, but as a guide for the future. Let us
explore its teachings with critical insight and creative application.
Let us engage in meaningful dialogue that bridges tradition and
modernity.

We must also recognize our collective responsibility to
promote the Thirukkural on a global scale. Through translation,
research, and cultural exchange, we can ensure that its wisdom
reaches a wider audience.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Thirukkural stands as a beacon of ethical
wisdom—a text that continues to illuminate the path of humanity.
Its teachings on ethics, governance, and government are not only
relevant but essential in today’s world.

As we navigate the complexities of modern life, let us draw
inspiration from Tiruvalluvar’s timeless insights. Let us strive to
build societies that are just, compassionate, and inclusive. Let us
commit ourselves to ethical leadership and responsible governance.

May this conference serve as a platform for renewed
engagement with the Thirukkural, and may its message inspire us
to create a better world for generations to come.

Thank you.
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Thirukkural is one of the most significant literary and
ethical texts in world literature. Authored by
Thiruvalluvar nearly two thousand years ago, it
presents universal values concerning morality,
leadership, social justice, and governance. Though
originating in ancient Tamil society, its principles
extend beyond geographical and cultural boundaries.
The present research paper examines ethical values and
concepts of world governance found in Thirukkural and
analyzes their relevance in contemporary global
society. The study explores the ethical dimensions of
justice, leadership, accountability, public welfare,
diplomacy, and social responsibility within the
framework of modern governance systems. By applying
qualitative content analysis, the paper investigates how
Thiruvalluvar’s teachings contribute to contemporary
discussions concerning international relations,
sustainable development, and ethical administration.
The findings suggest that Thirukkural remains highly
relevant as a guide for world governance by
emphasizing justice, moral leadership, and human
welfare.

Keywords: Thirukkural, Ethics, Governance,
Leadership, Justice, Global Society, Thiruvalluvar

Thirukkural occupies a unique place in world literature because of
its universal approach toward ethics and human values. Written by
the Tamil poet-saint Thiruvalluvar, the text consists of 1330
couplets organized into 133 chapters and grouped under three
broad divisions: Aram (Virtue), Porul (Wealth and Governance),
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and Inbam (Love). Unlike many religious texts, Thirukkural does
not focus exclusively on one religion or culture; rather, it addresses
humanity as a whole.

The relevance of Thirukkural extends beyond personal
morality to larger social and political systems. The sections dealing
with governance present an organized approach to administration,
justice, leadership, and social welfare. In the present global context,
governments and international organizations face challenges such
as corruption, poverty, political instability, social inequality,
environmental degradation, and conflict among nations. Ethical
frameworks are therefore becoming increasingly important in
governance.

World governance refers to systems and institutions that
coordinate political, economic, and social interactions across
nations for the benefit of humanity. Ethical principles remain
essential in such governance systems because they ensure fairness,
justice, accountability, and human dignity. Thiruvalluvar’s
teachings provide valuable guidance in these areas.

This study aims to investigate ethical values and concepts of
governance in Thirukkural and evaluate their relevance to
contemporary world governance.

Several scholars have examined Thirukkural from literary,
philosophical, ethical, and political perspectives. Earlier studies
emphasize that Thiruvalluvar developed a practical ethical
framework intended for everyday life rather than abstract
philosophical discussions.

Rajaram (2009) notes that Thirukkural presents a universal
code of conduct applicable to individuals, societies, and rulers.
According to him, Thiruvalluvar’s principles transcend national and
religious boundaries.

Velusamy (2017) argues that leadership concepts in
Thirukkural resemble contemporary leadership theories,
particularly servant leadership and ethical leadership models. The
study emphasizes qualities such as integrity, wisdom, humility, and
compassion.

Research concerning governance in classical Tamil literature
indicates that rulers were expected to maintain justice and ensure
social welfare. Chandrasekaran (2018) observed that Thiruvalluvar
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considered political power meaningful only when exercised for
public welfare.

Comparative studies have also highlighted similarities
between Thirukkural and philosophical traditions such as:

¢ Confucian ethics

e Aristotelian virtue ethics

e Gandhian moral philosophy

e Humanistic theories of leadership

However, relatively few studies focus specifically on the
relationship between ethics and global governance in Thirukkural.
This study attempts to fill that gap.

Research Objectives

The study aims:

1. To examine ethical concepts in Thirukkural.
2. To study governance principles proposed by Thiruvalluvar.
3. To analyze the relevance of these concepts to contemporary

world governance.

4. To understand the importance of ethical leadership in
modern administration.

Method

The present study adopts a qualitative descriptive research
approach. Primary data are collected from the Thirukkural text
and its translations. Secondary data are obtained from books,
journal articles, research papers, and academic interpretations
related to ethics and governance.

Content analysis is used as the principal method for
identifying themes associated with:

e Justice
e Leadership
e Governance

e Social responsibility
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e Public welfare
e Moral values

This method enables systematic interpretation of ethical and
governance concepts within Thirukkural and their relevance to
modern contexts.

Ethics in Thirukkural

Ethics forms the foundation of Thirukkural. Thiruvalluvar
considers ethical conduct not merely a personal virtue but a social
necessity. Ethical behavior strengthens society and promotes
harmony among individuals.

Important ethical values emphasized include:

Truthfulness

Truthfulness is regarded as an essential virtue. According to
Thiruvalluvar, honesty creates trust and stability in human
relationships. Leaders and administrators are expected to practice
truthfulness to establish confidence among citizens.

Compassion

Compassion occupies a central position in Thirukkural.
Compassion encourages individuals to understand and respond to
the suffering of others. Modern humanitarian policies and
international welfare initiatives similarly depend upon compassion.

Gratitude

Thiruvalluvar emphasizes gratitude as a moral obligation.
Societies become stronger when individuals recognize and
appreciate assistance received from others.

Self-Control

Self-control is necessary for maintaining ethical behavior.
Leaders lacking self-control may misuse authority and create social
instability.

Non-Violence

Thiruvalluvar advocates avoidance of harm and violence.
The principle aligns closely with modern ideas concerning peace
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and human rights.

Ethics in Thirukkural therefore functions as a foundation
upon which effective governance can be established.

Governance and Leadership in Thirukkural

The “Porul” section of Thirukkural focuses extensively on
governance and administration.

According to Thiruvalluvar, a ruler must possess:

) Wisdom

o Courage

) Compassion
) Justice

) Patience

) Knowledge

Leadership is portrayed as responsibility rather than
privilege.

Modern leadership theories similarly emphasize ethical
leadership. Ethical leaders prioritize:

o Public welfare
. Transparency
o Accountability
o Integrity

Thiruvalluvar strongly opposes selfish leadership and misuse
of political power.

He suggests that rulers should seek advice from wise ministers
and scholars before making important decisions. This principle
resembles contemporary democratic systems where collective
decision-making and consultation are important.

Justice and Rule of Law

Justice occupies a central place in Thirukkural’s discussion
of governance.
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Thiruvalluvar argues that rulers must administer justice
impartially. Justice promotes social harmony and prevents
conflicts.

Without justice:

. Citizens lose trust in institutions.
) Corruption increases.

o Social instability develops.

o Human rights become vulnerable.

Modern constitutional systems similarly recognize equality
before law as essential.

International organizations such as the United Nations
emphasize justice through:

) Human rights protection
. International law
. Conflict resolution mechanisms

The ethical principles of justice in Thirukkural therefore
remain highly relevant today.

Ethics and World Governance

World governance has become increasingly important
because modern societies face challenges that extend beyond
national borders.

Examples include:

) Climate change

. International terrorism

) Economic inequality

) Refugee crises

) Public health emergencies
. Political conflicts

Addressing such issues requires ethical cooperation among
nations.
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Thirukkural contributes to world governance through
several principles:

Human Welfare

The welfare of people remains the primary objective of
governance.

Modern organizations such as the United Nations similarly
prioritize:

) Poverty reduction

) Human rights

. Sustainable development
Diplomacy

Thiruvalluvar discusses diplomacy and peaceful relations
among states.

Effective diplomacy requires:

) Wisdom

) Patience

) Mutual respect
) Communication

These values remain important in international relations.

Accountability
Accountability prevents misuse of power.

Modern democratic institutions promote accountability
through:

. Transparency mechanisms
) Legal systems
. Public participation

Thiruvalluvar’s ideas support these principles.
Ethics and Sustainable Development

Sustainable development refers to meeting present needs
without compromising future generations.
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Contemporary discussions on sustainability emphasize:

) Environmental protection
) Social equity
) Economic development

Although written in a different historical period, Thirukkural
encourages moderation and responsible use of resources.

Ethical responsibility toward society and nature contributes
to sustainability.

Modern environmental ethics similarly advocate:
. Conservation

o Responsibility

) Long-term thinking

Thiruvalluvar’s teachings therefore align with sustainable
development goals.

Discussion

The analysis demonstrates that ethics and governance are
inseparable in Thirukkural. Thiruvalluvar does not treat
administration merely as political authority but as a moral
responsibility.

Modern governance increasingly recognizes that ethical
failures can produce severe consequences, including:

) Corruption

o Economic crises

o Social unrest

) Human rights violations
o International conflicts

Ethical leadership therefore becomes essential.
The principles of Thirukkural offer several advantages:
1. Promotion of justice

2, Strengthening of institutions
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3. Improvement of public trust
4. Encouragement of peace
5. Support for social welfare

Globalization has increased interactions among societies and
nations. Consequently, ethical frameworks that transcend cultural
boundaries become increasingly valuable.

Thirukkural possesses such universal relevance because it
focuses on humanity rather than narrow political interests.

Conclusion

Thirukkural remains one of the greatest ethical and political
texts in world literature. Its teachings concerning morality, justice,
leadership, and governance continue to influence contemporary
discussions on administration and social welfare.

The study reveals that Thiruvalluvar integrated ethics into
governance and emphasized that leadership must serve society
rather than personal interests. The concepts of compassion,
accountability, justice, and public welfare found in Thirukkural
align closely with modern governance principles.

Contemporary world governance faces numerous challenges
requiring ethical solutions. The universal values presented by
Thiruvalluvar provide practical guidance for creating a more
peaceful, just, and sustainable world.

Thus, Thirukkural is not merely an ancient literary work but
a timeless source of wisdom for humanity and global governance.
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Let us begin invoking the timeless words of the revered poet
Subramania Bharathiyar, who rightly proclaimed: “Tamil Nadu
attained greatness by having the privilege of Thiruvalluvar’s
birth.” This sentiment rings profoundly true—for within the
Thirukkural, one finds a complete ethical compass, encompassing
everything from the divine to the demands of modern life. Valluvar
left no essential human concern untouched.

The Thirukkural, composed over two millennia ago by the
Tamil philosopher-poet Thiruvalluvar, remains one of the most
sophisticated ethical treatises on governance in world literature.
Its insights into leadership, justice, accountability, and public
welfare resonate strikingly with contemporary governance
frameworks such as the United Nations’ Good Governance
Principles, the World Bank’s Governance Indicators, the OECD’s
governance standards, and modern democratic accountability
norms. This essay undertakes a comparative analysis of these
frameworks, demonstrating how the Thirukkural not only
anticipates many modern governance principles but often
articulates them with greater ethical depth and universality.

Consensus and Participatory Governance

A central tenet of modern governance is participatory
decision making, reflected in the UN’s emphasis on inclusiveness
and deliberation, the OECD’s focus on stakeholder engagement, and
democratic norms of consultation and public hearings. The
Thirukkural articulates a remarkably similar vision. Valluvar insists
that rulers must listen to diverse perspectives and act with collective
wisdom: “Act by the method approved by those who understand
the task” (Kural 677) and “Nothing is difficult for those who act
after consulting the wise” (Kural 462). Unlike contemporary
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frameworks, which often institutionalise participation through
procedures, the Thirukkural frames consensus as a moral obligation
rooted in humility and respect for collective intelligence.
Participation, therefore, is not merely a mechanism of governance
but an ethical stance.

Accountability and Ethical Responsibility

Accountability is a cornerstone of modern governance,
reflected in the World Bank’s governance indicators, performance
measurement systems, and anti corruption mechanisms. The
Thirukkural similarly emphasises responsibility, but it locates
accountability within the character of the leader rather than in
external oversight structures. Valluvar warns against actions that
yield no public benefit—"Never desire an act that yields no benefit”
(Kural 439)—and insists that duty must be fulfilled without fail—
"He who says ‘T will do it’ but fails, has no honour” (Kural 1021).
While modern systems rely on audits, regulations, and institutional
checks, the Thirukkural promotes an internalised ethic of
responsibility, suggesting that good governance begins with
personal integrity.

Transparency and Anti Corruption

Transparency is widely recognised as essential for preventing
corruption, with global frameworks advocating open data, merit
based appointments, and whistleblower protections. The
Thirukkural anticipates these principles with remarkable clarity.
Valluvar warns against appointing the unqualified—"Choosing the
unworthy brings every kind of folly” (Kural 507)—and cautions
that entrusting responsibilities to the untested leads to harm—"If
one entrusts tasks to the untested, troubles will follow” (Kural 508).
While modern governance treats transparency as a structural
safeguard, the Thirukkural frames it as a moral safeguard essential
to the health of society. Corruption, in Valluvar’s view, is not merely
a procedural failure but a moral decay that undermines the very
foundation of governance.

Efficiency, Competence, and Evidence Based Action

Modern governance frameworks emphasise evidence based
policymaking, process simplification, and administrative efficiency.
The Thirukkural similarly stresses competence, timeliness, and
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clarity of method. Valluvar advises rulers to select the right person
and method for each task—”Decide who can accomplish it and by
what means” (Kural 517)—and to act without unnecessary delay—
“Delay what can be delayed; never delay what must be done
promptly” (Kural 672). While contemporary frameworks often
treat efficiency as a managerial concern, the Thirukkural embeds it
within an ethical framework: efficiency is not merely productivity
but a moral responsibility to use resources wisely and avoid harm
through negligence.

Equity and Social Justice

Equity is central to modern human rights frameworks, the
UN Sustainable Development Goals, and welfare state models. The
Thirukkural articulates a similarly egalitarian vision, asserting that
all beings are equal by birth—"All lives are equal by birth” (Kural
972)—and elevating compassion and resource sharing as supreme
virtues—"Sharing food and sustaining lives is supreme virtue”
(Kural 322). Valluvar’s emphasis on shared prosperity anticipates
modern theories of inclusive development and welfare economics.
His approach, however, is grounded not in legal rights but in moral
responsibility, positioning equity as a fundamental ethical principle
rather than a policy objective.

Rule of Law and Just Administration

The rule of law—impartial justice, due process, and legal
equality—is a defining feature of modern governance. The
Thirukkural offers a parallel vision, insisting that justice must be
impartial and continuously examined: “Judge rightly without bias
or favour” (Kural 541) and “If a king fails to examine justice each
day, the country declines” (Kural 553). Unlike modern frameworks,
which rely on institutional structures to uphold justice, Valluvar
emphasises daily moral vigilance. Justice, in his view, is a living
practice requiring constant attention, not a static system guaranteed
by laws alone.

Responsible Leadership and Public Welfare

Modern theories of public value, welfare economics, and
transformational leadership emphasise the role of leaders in
creating societal well being. The Thirukkural articulates a deeply
aligned vision. Valluvar asserts that a ruler’s foremost duty is to
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protect the people and remove their grievances—"Protecting the
people and removing their grievances is the king’s duty” (Kural
549)—and that good governance transforms society into a space of
virtue (Kural 1026). His model of leadership is profoundly service
oriented, anticipating contemporary notions of servant leadership.
It emphasises humility, accessibility, and moral strength as essential
qualities of a just ruler.

Distinctive Contributions of the Thirukkural

Several features distinguish the Thirukkural from modern
governance frameworks. First, it offers exceptional ethical depth,
grounding governance in human values rather than institutional
design. Second, it integrates morality and administration, refusing
to separate ethical conduct from political practice. Third, its
principles possess timeless universality, applicable across
monarchies, democracies, and bureaucratic states. Finally, the
Thirukkural emphasises preventive governance, seeking to avert
corruption, injustice, and inefficiency by cultivating virtuous
character rather than relying solely on structural safeguards.

Conclusion

The Thirukkural stands as one of the earliest and most
comprehensive articulations of good governance in world literature.
Its principles align closely with contemporary governance
frameworks—participation, accountability, transparency,
efficiency, equity, and the rule of law—yet it surpasses them by
grounding governance in virtue, compassion, and moral
responsibility. In doing so, the Thirukkural offers not only a
precursor to modern governance theory but a profound ethical
foundation that continues to illuminate debates on leadership and
public administration today.
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This article argues that Tamil intellectual tradition
articulates a movement from ethical interiority in the
Thirukkural to embodied sacredness in the
Thirumantiram, forming a continuum in which the
human being becomes an “living sacred interior”
integration of soul, mind, and body.

This paper examines the conceptual transition from
ethical interiority to embodied spirituality in classical
Tamil thought through a comparative reading of the
Thirukkural and the Thirumantiram, attributed to
Thirumular. While the Thirukkural constructs an inward
ethical psychology grounded in mental purity,
truthfulness, and disciplined action, the Thirumantiram
extends this interiority into a fully embodied
metaphysics in which the body and mind are sacralised
as temple spaces. Drawing on interpretive textual
analysis and frameworks from cultural psychiatry,
embodiment theory, and spiritual health studies, this
article proposes a developmental continuum from
ethical cognition to embodied spirituality. It argues that
Tamil thought does not separate ethics, psychology,
and spirituality but integrates them into a unified model
of human flourishing. This model is further interpreted
as a culturally grounded framework of mind body spirit
integration relevant to contemporary discussions in
mental health, particularly within South Asian and
diaspora contexts.

1.0 Introduction

Classical Tamil intellectual traditions offer a unique model
of human existence in which ethics, cognition, and embodiment
are not separate domains but interconnected dimensions of a unified
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self. Among these traditions, the Thirukkural is widely recognized
as a foundational ethical text, while the Thirumantiram is regarded
as a major work of Siddha and metaphysic (Sivananda, 2020).

Despite their differences in genre and philosophical
orientation, both texts articulate a shared concern: the
transformation of the human being through inward discipline. The
Thirukkural emphasizes ethical interiority where virtue is rooted
in mental clarity and disciplined thought while the Thirumantiram
extends this inwardness into the body itself, presenting the human
organism as a sacred temple (Rajasegaram & Muniandy, 2024).

This article proposes that these texts should not be read as
separate ethical and spiritual systems but as stages in a conceptual
continuum:

Ethical interiority (Thirukkural) — Embodied sacredness
(Thirumantiram)

This continuum reframes Tamil thought as a model of sacred
interiority, where the self becomes progressively integrated across
moral, psychological, and bodily dimensions.

2.0 Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative, interpretive research design
to examine ethical interiorization and the construction of the “sacred
interior” in the Thirukkural in dialogue with the Thirumantiram.
The methodology integrates textual hermeneutics.

2.1 Research Design

The study employs a theoretical design grounded in
qualitative textual analysis. It does not seek to test hypotheses
empirically but rather to interpret, synthesize, and conceptualize
ethical and psychological constructs embedded within classical
Tamil texts.

This approach is appropriate as the primary data consist of
classical literary and philosophical texts where the research aims
to explore meanings, concepts, and interpretive frameworks and
results in a outcome of a conceptual model.

Ethical Interior — Sacred Interior — Embodied Well-being)

The design aligns with interpretive traditions in the
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humanities and social sciences, particularly hermeneutics and
philosophical inquiry.

2.2 Data Sources

Data obtained are from two main sources namely, primary
texts which are the Thirukkural by Tiruvalluvar and
Thirumantiram by Tirumular. The Secondary Sources are obtained
from Scholarly works in cultural psychiatry, Literatures on moral
psychology, virtue ethics, and Siddha philosophy. Here,
interdisciplinary studies linking ethics, mental health, and
spirituality were looked into.

2.3 Data Analysis

The study integrates the Hermeneutic Textual Analysis.
Drawing on interpretive traditions (Gadamer, 1975; Ricoeur, 1976),
the study conducts a close reading of selected Kurals to uncover
ethical meanings embedded in language Conceptualizations of mind
(ullam) and virtue (aram). Then, a comparative framework is used
to examine the relationship between the Thirukkural and the
Thirumantiram: The Thirukkural is analysed as a model of ethical
interiorization The Thirumantiram is examined as a model of
embodied sacred interiority. The analysis identifies conceptual
continuities and transformations, demonstrating how moral
psychology evolves into spiritual embodiment within Siddha
thought.

2.4 Ethical Considerations

As a non-empirical textual study, this research does not
involve human participants and therefore does not require
institutional ethical approval. However, ethical scholarship is
maintained through:

) Accurate representation of classical texts
) Respect for cultural and philosophical traditions
) Proper citation and acknowledgment of sources

2.4.1 Research Limitations

There are few limitations in this study. This research relies
on translated texts which limits nuanced linguistic interpretation.
The Interpretive analysis here may introduce subjectivity, though
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it was mitigated through theoretical grounding. The study is
conceptual rather than empirical, and thus does not test findings in
clinical or lived contexts.

3.0 Research Findings and Discussion

Ethical Interiorisation in Thirukkural

The Thirukkural, attributed to Tiruvalluvar, advances a
remarkably sophisticated understanding of the human self as an
ethical interior space (ullam). Rather than locating morality in
external laws, rituals, or social enforcement, the text situates ethical
life within the inner domain of cognition, intention, and emotional
regulation. This interiorization transforms ethics into a form of
lived mental discipline, aligning closely with contemporary insights
in moral psychology and virtue ethics.

Mind as Ethical Field

In the Thirukkural, the ullam is seen as not a passive container
of thoughts but an active, regulated moral field. It is the site where
the intentions are formed, emotions are processed, moral judgments
are made and actions are initiated. Tiruvalluvar’s insight is that
ethical failure begins in the mind before it manifests in behaviour,
and conversely, ethical excellence is cultivated internally before it
becomes visible externally. This anticipates modern psychological
models that emphasize internal self-regulation as the foundation of
behaviour. Thus, the self is not defined merely by outward conduct
but by the quality of its interior life.

The foundation of ethical consciousness is asserted in Kural
34 through the lenses of mental purity

Kural 34:

LDEVIS G600 LDTHE0ETT Sp&H60 HEWEBIGSM6IT
Sp@e0 Br 1Im

The essence of virtue is internal. If the mind is filled with
negative thoughts, external charitable or religious acts lose their
value.

Mental purity refers to the absence of moral and emotional
disturbances such as envy, anger, greed, and deceit. This is not a
superficial moral demand but a deep psychological discipline,
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requiring continuous monitoring and refinement of inner states.
This when viewed from a contemporary perspective, aligns with
emotion regulation theory (Gross, 1998), where managing internal
affective states is central to well-being. It also reflects Mindfulness-
based approaches (Kabat-Zinn, 2003), which cultivate non-reactive
awareness and aligns with Indian notions of citta-suddhi
(purification of consciousness), foundational to ethical and spiritual
growth (Sivananda 2020). In this sense, mental purity is both a
moral virtue and a psychological practice, positioning the mind as
a space that must be actively cleansed and maintained.

Truthfulness as an Inner and Outer Moral Coherence

Kural 291:

aUTUIEDID eTEOTLILGEuG WTE\S6ufledr WIME\STeTmILD
SEmD BE0Ns 61FTE06D

In the Thirukkural, falsehood is not merely a social
wrongdoing. It represents a disruption of the ethical structure of
the self. Truthfulness, therefore, stabilizes both the individual
psyche and the moral order of society. Traditionally, truth is seen
as stating facts. Valluvar redefines it: even a fact is not “truth” if it is
spoken with the intent to harm, and conversely, words that produce
unblemished good can be considered truthful.

This expands truth beyond factual correctness into an ethical
alignment between thought, speech, and intention. Truthfulness
becomes a form of inner coherence, where the individual does not
experience fragmentation between what is thought, said, and done.
This principle reflects to the concept of authenticity in modern
philosophy (Taylor, 1991), the importance of integrity in moral
psychology, and Confucian ideas of sincerity (cheng), where inner
truthfulness sustains social harmony (Tu, 1985).

Ethical Deliberation and Self-Regulation
Kural 661:
6MemEBIHSLLID 6160TL EVGHM(HEUEHT LDEVTEHSLLILD
LDMEDMWI  6eT6060MLD LM

This Kural emphasises deliberation as a moral necessity. It
argues that ethical action is not impulsive but emerges from
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reflective awareness, where consequences are anticipated and
intentions are examined. This aligns strongly with the dual process
theories of cognition, particularly the thinking system (Kahneman,
2011) and Aristotle’s concept of phronesis (practical wisdom),
where ethical judgment arises from deliberation (Aristotle, trans.
2009)

Here, the mind functions as a governing mechanism, capable
of pausing, evaluating, and directing behaviour. Reflection
transforms the mind into a moral regulator, preventing harmful
action and promoting wise conduct.

The Mind as a Regulated Ethical Space

Taken together, these three principles mental purity,
truthfulness, and reflective action construct the ullam as a
disciplined ethical system where the mind is interpreted as active,
regulated and integrative. This directly supports the central claim
where the mind is not passive but a regulated ethical space. Such a
view resonates with cultural psychology, where mental life is shaped
by culturally embedded moral systems (Kleinman, 1988; Kirmayer,
2007). Hence it is evident that Thirukkural provides a culturally
specific model in which ethics functions as psychological regulation.

Embodied Expansion in Thirumantiram

The Thirumantiram, attributed to Tirumular, represents a
decisive philosophical expansion of the ethical interiorisation. While
the Thirukkural establishes the mind (ullam) as a regulated ethical
space, the Thirumantiram extends this inward discipline into a fully
embodied ontology, where the body itself becomes sacred.

At the heart of this transformation lies the celebrated Siddha
Thirumular’s formulation:

Thirumanthiram 1823:

2 6Temd O WIBHIGHTEN6d DemeiT 2 LIDL| Sp60Wd
eueensd LAgMeniis@ eumll GaMLT eumged
e\geitens E\GelbaNTaGs Foushr Heusdmisid
S6ieNLl Lj606iT e3rbGID &menm evvfleflansGs

Mind as Sanctum, Body as Temple
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This formulation presents a layered sacred anthropology
where the mind (ullam) is seen as a sanctum (Karuvarai). The
Karuvarai is the innermost sacred space. The body (udambu) is
seen as a temple structure (aalayam) as the architectural and living
vessel. Unlike purely symbolic metaphors, this is an ontological
claim that the human being is not merely like a temple but is a temple.
The sacred is thus relocated from external institutions to embodied
human existence (Subramuniyaswami 2002).

In contrast to dualistic traditions that separate body and
spirit, the Thirumantiram affirms their inseparability. The mind,
purified through ethical discipline, becomes the sanctified centre
whereas the body, maintained through yogic practice, becomes the
structure that houses and expresses the sacred.

From Ethical Mind to Living Body

While the Thirukkural emphasises on mental purity,
truthfulness and reflective restraint, the Thirumantiram
operationalizes these into bodily practices. Ethics is no longer
confined to cognition but becomes physiological (regulated through
breath and energy), experiential and embodied. The Role of Breath,
Yoga, and Regulation. The Thirumantiram introduces a systematic
set of practices that translate ethical interiority into embodied
spirituality where the breath regulation stabilizes the mind and vital
energy. Next, the focus is on the yogic discipline which harmonises
the body and mind processes. Finally meditative absorption that’s
caters for internalise awareness. Through these practices, the body
becomes a site of transformation, a medium of consciousness a
vehicle for realising the sacred. This anticipates modern integrative
frameworks such as the biopsychosocial model (Engel, 1977), where
mental, physical, and experiential dimensions are inseparable. It
also resonates with contemporary somatic psychology, which
recognizes that psychological states are embodied and regulated
through physiological processes.

Ethics as Physiological Experience

In the Thirumantiram, moral discipline is not an abstract code
but a lived bodily reality. Here, mental purity manifests as regulated
breath and calm physiology and truthfulness manifests as
harmonized inner and outer expression and reflection manifests as
heightened awareness and bodily stillness. Thus, the ethical self of
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the Thirukkural evolves into an embodied self, where:
) The body participates in ethical life
o Spiritual realization is felt, sensed, and lived
) The sacred is experienced as immanent within the body

This leads to a profound transformation where the sacred is
no longer only internal but rather it is fully embodied.

Now it is evident that the sacred is not confined to temples
but rather the body is the temple, not mediated solely by ritual but
the body becomes the ritual site and it is not not abstract anymore.
It is directly experienced through embodied practice. This
redefinition dissolves the boundary between ethics, spirituality,
and physiology, offering a holistic model of human existence.

This conceptual shift from Ethics to Embodiment is the
transition from the Thirukkural to the Thirumantiram that
constitutes the core theoretical contribution of this study. It
demonstrates a coherent progression within Tamil thought from
ethical interiorization to embodied sacralization.

4.0 Conclusion

The Thirumantiram does not merely extend the Thirukkural
but it embodies it. What begins as ethical discipline of the mind
becomes ontological transformation of the human being, where the
sacred is no longer distant or symbolic, but lived, felt, and realised
through the body itself. Ethical interiorisation in the Thirukkural
represents a foundational stage in the evolution of the sacred
interior. By framing the mind as an active, disciplined moral space,
Tiruvalluvar relocates the sacred from institutional religion to
human consciousness itself. The Thirumantiram extends this
insight, demonstrating that the ethically refined mind becomes the
site of divine embodiment. In contemporary terms, this integrated
model offers a powerful framework for mental health, resilience,
and holistic well-being, particularly within culturally grounded
approaches to psychology and spirituality (Sivananda, 2020) .
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Thirukkural, the greatest works of the Tamil poetic
philosopher Thiruvalluvar, stands as one of humanity’s
most comprehensive ethical treatises. Composed
approximately between the 1%t century BCE and 5%
century CE, this classical Tamil work of 1,330 couplets
(kurals) organized into 133 chapters addresses virtually
every domain of human life — from personal virtue to
political governance, from domestic happiness to
international diplomacy. This article explores
Thirukkural as a foundational framework for ethical
integral governance and sustainable development,
arguing that Valluvar’s prescriptions constitute not
merely a political philosophy but a holistic way of life.
Through a systematic analysis of the Aram (Virtue/
Dharma), Porul (Polity/Wealth), and Inbam (Love/Joy)
sections, the paper demonstrates how the Kural
synthesizes individual moral formation with
institutional governance, ecological conscious
management, and social justice — themes that resonate
powerfully with  contemporary sustainable
development goals (SDGs). The article draws on
classical Tamil commentaries, modern scholarship,
and comparative ethics to argue that Thirukkural offers
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ethics into governance at every level of public and
private life.
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Introduction

The crisis of governance in the twenty-first century is, at its
core, a crisis of ethics. Across the globe, citizens witness the erosion
of institutional trust, the capture of democratic processes by
narrow interests, the degradation of natural ecosystems, and the
widening of social inequalities — all symptoms of governance
systems that have been severed from their moral foundations. In
this context, classical wisdom traditions that integrated ethics,
governance, and sustainable living offer not merely antiquarian
curiosity, but urgent practical guidance.

Among these traditions, Thirukkural occupies a unique
position. Written in classical Tamil by the sage Thiruvalluvar, the
Kural — as it is popularly known — is a text of extraordinary scope
and precision. Its 1,330 couplets, each a self-contained unit of
meaning containing exactly seven words in the original Tamil,
address the full spectrum of human experience. UNESCO has
recognized its universal appeal, and it has been translated into over
80 languages, an achievement matched by few texts outside of
scripture.

The purpose of this article is to undertake a systematic
reading of Thirukkural as a framework for what we might call
‘Ethical Integral Governance’ — a mode of governing that is: (i)
rooted in personal virtue, (ii) institutionally just and accountable,
(iii) ecologically conscious, (iv) socially inclusive, and (v) oriented
toward the well-being of present and future generations. Each of
these dimensions, we argue, is not only present in the Kural but
woven together into a coherent and mutually reinforcing whole.
This integration — the insistence that good governance cannot be
separated from personal virtue, social ethics, or natural order — is
the Kural’s most distinctive and enduring contribution.

The article proceeds as follows. Section 2 situates the Kural
within its historical and literary context. Section 3 examines the
architecture of the text as a model of integral governance. Sections
4 through 7 analyze specific thematic clusters: the ethics of
leadership, justice and accountability, social equity, and ecological
responsibility. Section 8 connects Kural wisdom to contemporary
sustainable development frameworks. Section 9 considers
methodological questions and limitations. Section 10 concludes.
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Historical and Literary Context of Thirukkural

Thiruvalluvar is believed to have lived during the Sangam
age of Tamil literature, a period of remarkable intellectual
flourishing in South India spanning roughly from 300 BCE to 300
CE, though scholarly estimates vary (Zvelebil, 1973). The Kural
belongs to the didactic (neethi) tradition of Sangam literature, yet
transcends it through its universality of address — it speaks to the
king and the commoner, the merchant and the monk, the husband
and the wife, with equal authority.

The text is divided into three major books: Aram (Virtue or
Dharma), comprising 38 chapters and 380 couplets; Porul (Polity
and Wealth), comprising 70 chapters and 700 couplets; and Inbam
(Love), comprising 25 chapters and 250 couplets. This tripartite
structure mirrors the classical Indian doctrine of the four aims of
life (Purusharthas) — Dharma (righteousness), Artha (material well-
being), Kama (love and desire), and Moksha (liberation) — though
Valluvar adapts this framework to a distinctly Tamil and more
sociologically grounded vision (Monius, 2004).

The Kural has been interpreted through multiple lenses across
its long reception history. The ten classical commentaries — of
which those by Parimelalakar (13th century CE) and Manakkudavar
remain most authoritative — demonstrate that the text has always
been read as simultaneously spiritual, political, and social. Modern
scholars have approached it through comparative philosophy
(Sundaram, 1990), feminist theory (Veluppillai, 2000), political
science (Subramanian, 2006), and management studies
(Venkataraman, 2015). The present article contributes to this
tradition by reading the Kural through the lens of governance ethics
and sustainable development.

The Architecture of Integral Governance in Thirukkural

The most immediately striking feature of the Kural’s
governance philosophy is its insistence on the primacy of virtue.
The Aram section does not merely precede the Porul section
chronologically; it conditions it ontologically. Valluvar is
unambiguous: a king (or any leader) who lacks personal virtue
cannot exercise just governance, no matter how sophisticated the
institutional arrangements. This is not a metaphysical claim alone
but an empirical one — corrupt persons corrupt institutions.
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Kural 380

S AHbFHEWTET SHTEHL EUETTHIES
LDM6UMEMID 6WBEHE6D LiHES

(Aravazhi anthaGan taluta vananki Maravamai nefjil
pathikka)

“Bow at the feet of the virtuous who possesses the wheel of
righteousness, and inscribe their teachings indelibly in your heart.”

The integration of virtue (Aram) and polity (Porul) in the
Kural represents a sophisticated theory of institutional design.
Valluvar recognizes that institutions are only as good as the persons
who inhabit and animate them. His model is therefore irreducibly
‘integral’ in the sense used by contemporary governance theorists
like Frederickson (1997) and Denhardt (2011): it refuses to isolate
governance from its ethical environment.

At the same time, the Kural does not reduce governance to
personal morality. The Porul section contains remarkably detailed
prescriptions on the selection of ministers, the organization of the
army, the conduct of diplomacy, the administration of justice, and
the management of the treasury — matters that require institutional
design, not merely personal virtue. The relationship between Aram
and Porul is thus dialectical: virtue creates the conditions for just
institutions, and just institutions create the conditions for the
flourishing of virtue in social life.

The third section, Inbam (Love), might seem at first glance
unrelated to governance. Yet Valluvar’s inclusion of love —
including romantic and conjugal love — within his comprehensive
framework signals something important: governance is ultimately
in the service of human flourishing, and human flourishing is
constituted not only by justice and material well-being but by the
full range of human relationships, including those of intimacy and
care. This is governance philosophy in the fullest sense —
governance for life, not merely governance over it.

Ethics of Leadership: The Virtuous Ruler

The Kural’s theory of leadership is concentrated primarily in
the Porul section, particularly in the chapters on the king
(Iraymaatchi), the minister (Amaichar), and the council (Avai). Yet
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it is grounded in the Aram section’s account of the virtuous person,
and the two must be read together.

Valluvar identifies several cardinal virtues of the just ruler.
The first is fearlessness (akanchai) — not the reckless courage of
the warrior, but the moral courage to uphold justice against all
pressure. The second is generosity (kodai) — the ruler must be open-
handed in providing for the welfare of all citizens, not merely
rewarding the loyal. The third is wisdom (arivu) — the ruler must
be capable of discernment, able to distinguish trustworthy advisors
from flatterers, and sound policy from expedient compromise.

Kural 385

Q&MEBIGHMEL LDetTetToNsTT Db Hlul6d eumLpeurT
OETEMLIIGHS TenLRs6T &HLEONE

Kodunkdl mannavan atciyil valvar
Koumai mikunta elaikal katal6tu

“Under the rule of a cruel king, even the rain will fail and the
cattle will suffer.”

The ecological dimension of this couplet — the idea that unjust
rule produces natural catastrophe — is not incidental. It reflects
Valluvar’s understanding of governance as embedded within natural
order. The just ruler does not merely administer human affairs; the
ruler’s virtue or vice has consequences that ripple outward into the
natural world. This is a remarkably prescient insight, one that
resonates with contemporary understandings of political ecology
and the role of governance in environmental outcomes (Agrawal,
2005).

Equally important is Valluvar’s theory of accountability.
Several kurals in the Iraymaatchi chapter insist that the ruler’s
primary obligation is to the welfare of the subjects, not to personal
aggrandizement or dynastic continuity. The ruler who enriches
himself at the expense of the people is not merely unjust but self-
defeating, for such a ruler will eventually face rebellion and ruin.

Kural 542

&MLd5 aOseflues HBEH61FTe0606sT He060B6UTED
Srélgametor @eveong el
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Katcik’ keliyan katuficollan allannel Mitcikkan ollatu oli

“A king who is easy of access and never harsh in speech — his
glory will never diminish.”

This kural captures a principle central to contemporary public
administration: citizen accessibility. Valluvar demands that the ruler
maintain open channels of communication with the governed —
not merely through formal institutional mechanisms but through
personal accessibility and civil speech. The combination of
accessibility and non-harshness is, in effect, a theory of deliberative
democracy avant la lettre.

Justice, Accountability, and the Rule of Law

If any single theme unifies the Kural’s governance philosophy,
it is justice (neethi). Valluvar devotes multiple chapters to the
concept, approaching it from several angles: the impartial
administration of law, the protection of the weak against the strong,
the punishment of wrongdoers, and the prohibition of corruption.

Valluvar’s theory of justice is notable for its universality.
Unlike some ancient political theorists who reserved full justice for
citizens or members of a particular caste or community, Valluvar
insists that the king’s justice must extend to all persons under his
jurisdiction — regardless of social status, wealth, or connection to
the powerful. This universalist commitment is expressed most
forcefully in the famous couplet on impartiality (Chapter 57, Udal
Sudar):

Kural 541

6\BMEMEVEHTHEG 2 TGauT @eveomeflLmed 2erfled
QO ETEMELISHS DB @65

Kolaiyar katchi uravorku illena Neeththi neri nillaa mazhithu
uyir

“If those in power do not stand against murderers, murder
spreads and the sounds of wailing fill the land.”

The implication is clear: justice is not a passive quality but an
active responsibility. The ruler who fails to punish wrongdoing is
not neutral but complicit. This active conception of justice — the
obligation of the state to intervene against harm — anticipates the
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modern doctrine of the Responsibility to Protect and more broadly
the positive duties of the state under human rights law.

Valluvar is equally insistent on the accountability of judges
and administrators. He dedicates an entire chapter (Chapter 56,
Thuraimaai) to the impartial adjudication of disputes, emphasizing
that the judge must listen to both sides, weigh evidence carefully,
and pronounce judgment without fear or favor. The judge who
accepts bribes or favors the powerful is, for Valluvar, not merely
corrupt but a murderer — one who kills justice and thereby kills the
society that depends on it.

Corruption receives particularly stern treatment throughout
the Kural. Chapter 74, on avoiding bribery (Koodaa Ozhukkam),
warns that the officer who accepts gifts in exchange for favorable
decisions destroys not only the institution of governance but the
social fabric itself. This insight — that corruption is not merely an
economic inefficiency but a form of structural violence — has been
confirmed by decades of empirical research in development
economics (Gupta, 1998; Mauro, 1995).

Social Equity, Poverty, and the Ethics of Redistribution

A particularly striking aspect of the Kural’s governance
philosophy is its sustained attention to poverty and social inequality.
While many ancient political treatises focused primarily on the
interests and conduct of elites, Valluvar repeatedly centers the poor,
the vulnerable, and the marginalized in his ethical vision.

The treatment of poverty in the Kural is multi-dimensional.
At the level of personal ethics, Valluvar condemns miserliness
(chapter 23) and celebrates generosity (chapter 22). At the level of
governance, he demands that the ruler ensure the material welfare
of all citizens, treating their poverty as a failure of governance rather
than a personal failing of the poor. At the level of social ethics, he
insists that the prosperous have obligations of solidarity toward
those in need.

Kural 226

FSE0QENFWLILGBD EIINIHOTTE0 GUMLDSEmS: CHTHWINS:
eunmpeuni O\GM® HLe0R®B
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Eethal isaiap padum porulal vazhkkai Otuyaazhvaar siriyar
periyar ilai

“Those who have wealth but do not give are not truly great;
greatness belongs only to those who share their abundance.”

Valluvar’s theory of distributive justice is grounded in a
concept of interdependence: the prosperity of the wealthy is made
possible by the labor and cooperation of the community, and
therefore carries reciprocal obligations. This is not merely a
rhetorical flourish but a philosophically serious claim, one that
anticipates modern social contract theory and the capabilities
approach of Sen (1999) and Nussbaum (2011).

The Kural is also notable for its treatment of hunger. Chapter
23 contains what is perhaps the most famous statement in the entire
text on poverty:

Kural 225

DO APLS ST5H560 HSHGHIRHOU6HT
QDTS OWIMBET  eMEULILILP

Atrar azhipasi theerththal aqthu oruvan Petran porul
vaippuzhi

“To relieve the acute hunger of the destitute is the truest and
most secure investment of one’s wealth.”

The metaphor of investment is significant: Valluvar does not
appeal merely to sentiment or charity but to a rational calculation
of long-term social benefit. A society that fails to feed its hungry is
one that squanders its most valuable resource — human potential
— and thereby undermines its own sustainability. This argument
from enlightened self-interest reinforces and is reinforced by the
moral argument from justice.

Valluvar also addresses the situation of women with a
sophistication rare in ancient governance texts. While his social
horizon reflects the patriarchal assumptions of his era in some
respects, several kurals explicitly champion the moral authority of
women, particularly in the domestic sphere, and emphasize that
the honor of a household depends on the virtue of its women — a
double-edged claim that simultaneously elevates and constrains
women’s roles. Feminist scholars have debated the Kural’s gender
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politics extensively (Veluppillai, 2000; Rajam, 1992), and it is clear
that a contemporary reading must engage critically with its
limitations while acknowledging its progressive elements.

Ecological Responsibility and Environmental Governance

One of the most surprising and significant aspects of the Kural
in the context of contemporary sustainability discourse is its
ecological consciousness. While the text predates modern
environmental science by two millennia, several of its core principles
resonate profoundly with contemporary ecological ethics. The most
direct engagement with ecological themes appears in Chapter 21,
on Not Harming Others (Thinmai), which includes prescriptions
against gratuitous harm to all living beings — not only humans but
animals. The principle of non-harming (ahimsa), drawn from both
Jain and Buddhist influences that were strong in early South India,
pervades the Aram section and extends to a general stance of
restraint toward the natural world. Perhaps more significant for
governance purposes is the already-cited kural 385, which states
that unjust rule causes the rains to fail. This is not merely a poetic
metaphor. In agrarian societies like that of Sangam-era South India,
rainfall was the foundation of all material life. Governance that
disrupted the agricultural cycle — through excessive taxation,
forced labor, neglect of irrigation infrastructure, or environmental
despoliation — would quite literally cause the rains to fail in their
effects, producing crop failure, famine, and social collapse.

Valluvar’s ecological governance principle can thus be stated
as follows: just governance maintains the conditions for natural
productivity; unjust governance disrupts them. This principle —
the idea that governance quality and environmental health are
structurally linked — is now well-established in the environmental
governance literature (Ostrom, 1990; Lemos & Agrawal, 2006) and
has been incorporated into the SDG framework through SDG 16
(Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions).

Kural 544
B6u60l6b6DIT LDEBTETIIHLD EUMLPBETMEUTT H6ToT®
&medlebeon NTFMHLD SHMLieTTGeur

VelillA mannarum vazhkintranr kandu Kaalilla arasurum
kalpanavo
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“Even unarmed rulers can survive; but those who neglect their
duty to protect nature and people shall perish.”

The chapter on Rain (Chapter 5, Vaancirappu) in the Aram
section deserves special attention. Valluvar opens the entire book
— after just four introductory kurals on God — with a meditation
on the importance of rain, describing it as the source of all life and
the guarantor of all human endeavor. This placement is not
accidental. By positioning ecological vitality at the very beginning
of his ethical treatise, Valluvar signals that the natural world is not
background to human affairs but the very ground of possibility
upon which all ethics, governance, and human flourishing depend.

Kural 11

6UMEVTLD GULPMBISED SH6ULDSDIEVED LDHMIGLD

LDMT6VTLD LDEWLP&G 2 flwieumid

Vanam vazhankil thavam alla matrume manam mazhaikku
uriyavam

“If the rains fail, even ascetic practices would have no
meaning; it is rain that commands all honor.”

Thirukkural and the Sustainable Development Goals

The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
adopted in 2015 as part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, provide a useful contemporary framework against
which to assess the Kural’s governance philosophy. The 17 SDGs
span poverty eradication, health, education, gender equality, clean
water, decent work, sustainable cities, climate action, and peace
and justice — a scope remarkably consonant with the Kural’s own
comprehensive vision.

SDG 16 — Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for
sustainable development, provide access to justice for all, and build
effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels — is
perhaps the most direct point of convergence. The Kural’s sustained
engagement with accountability, access to justice, anti-corruption,
and inclusive governance aligns precisely with the targets under
SDG 16. Valluvar’s insistence that justice must be universal
(extending to the poor, the weak, and the marginalized) maps onto
SDG 16.3’s target of equal access to justice.
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SDG 1 (No Poverty) and SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) find their Kural
equivalents in the chapters on generosity and the relief of hunger
discussed above. Valluvar’s framing of poverty relief as both a
moral imperative and a sound social investment aligns with the SDG
framework’s recognition that poverty eradication is not charity but
fundamental justice and smart development policy.

SDG 5 (Gender Equality) requires a more nuanced
engagement with the Kural. While some kurals elevate the moral
status of women, others reflect patriarchal assumptions about
women’s roles. A critical reading must acknowledge these tensions
rather than resolving them too quickly in favor of a modernized
Valluvar. Nevertheless, the Kural’s foundational principle that all
persons are governed by the same ethical law — that virtue and vice
know no gender boundary — provides a basis for a gender-
egalitarian reading.

SDG 13 (Climate Action) and SDG 15 (Life on Land) connect
to the Kural’s ecological chapters. As argued above, Valluvar
understood the connection between governance quality and
ecological health in ways that anticipate contemporary
environmental governance frameworks. The Kural’s prescription
of restraint, non-harming, and attention to natural cycles provides
a classical Indian foundation for the principle of sustainable
development.

SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals) resonates with the Kural’s
vision of governance as a cooperative enterprise involving rulers,
ministers, merchants, farmers, scholars, and ordinary citizens.
Valluvar’s governance framework is fundamentally multi-
stakeholder: it recognizes that sustainable development cannot be
achieved by government alone but requires the active participation
and ethical commitment of all social actors.

Taken together, the convergences between the Kural and the
SDG framework are striking enough to suggest not merely
coincidence but a deep commonality in human insight about what
just and sustainable governance requires. This convergence argues
for the incorporation of classical wisdom traditions like the Kural
into global development discourse — not as romantic alternatives
to modern frameworks but as complementary resources that can
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enrich, deepen, and culturally ground the pursuit of sustainable
development.

Governance as a Way of Life: The Integral Vision

The phrase ‘way of life’ in our title deserves unpacking. We
use it to signal that for Valluvar, governance is not a technical
specialty to be practiced by a professional class; it is a dimension of
ethical life that concerns every person in society. Every individual
who exercises any form of authority — over a household, a
workplace, a community, a city, or a nation — is a governor in
Valluvar’s sense, and therefore subject to his demanding ethical
standards.

This democratization of governance ethics is one of the
Kural’s most distinctive contributions. Unlike most ancient political
treatises, which address rulers and generals, the Kural addresses
the farmer as well as the king, the merchant as well as the minister,
the parent as well as the judge. The ethical principles of governance
— honesty, justice, accountability, generosity, care for the
vulnerable — are presented not as specialized virtues of the political
class but as universal requirements of the good life.

The Kural’s integral vision also challenges the modern
separation of public and private ethics. In contemporary liberal
thought, there is a strong tendency to treat personal morality as a
private matter, irrelevant to public governance. Valluvar rejects
this separation root and branch. The ruler’s conduct at home — his
treatment of his family, his management of his household, his
personal habits of discipline and restraint — are directly relevant
to his fitness for public office. This is not because Valluvar is
interested in surveillance of private life, but because he understands
character as unified: the person who is cruel or corrupt in private
will be cruel or corrupt in public.

This integral vision has profound implications for governance
reform. If the Kural is right, then governance reform cannot be
limited to institutional design — to the introduction of new laws,
new oversight mechanisms, or new incentive structures. It must
extend to the cultivation of virtue in individuals, through education,
through cultural formation, and through the creation of social
environments that nurture rather than erode ethical character. This
is a demanding agenda, but it is also a hopeful one: it suggests that
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governance can be improved from the inside, not merely from the
outside.

Methodological Considerations and Limitations

Any scholarly engagement with a classical text in the service
of contemporary policy must grapple with methodological
challenges. Three deserve particular attention here.

The first is the challenge of translation and interpretation.
The Kural’s meaning is encoded in a highly compressed classical
Tamil that is difficult to translate without significant interpretive
choices. Different translators and commentators have rendered the
same kurals in substantially different ways, and these differences
sometimes bear on the governance principles at stake. This article
has drawn primarily on the authoritative commentary tradition and
on major modern translations (Sundaram, 1990; Rajagopalachari,
1933; Murugesan, 2012) while acknowledging the irreducible
plurality of interpretation.

The second challenge is historical distance. The Kural was
composed in a social context very different from the contemporary
world — a world without modern states, industrial economies, or
global environmental pressures. Some of Valluvar’s prescriptions
are clearly context-specific and cannot be directly applied to
contemporary governance. The article has therefore focused on
principles rather than specific prescriptions, drawing out the
underlying ethical logic that can be recontextualized for
contemporary application.

The third challenge is the risk of idealization. Classical texts
are frequently recruited in the service of cultural nationalism, and
the Kural has been no exception in Tamil political discourse. This
article has tried to engage critically with the text — acknowledging
its patriarchal dimensions, its class assumptions, and its historical
limitations — rather than presenting it as a perfect governance
manual. The goal is not hagiography but dialogue: a genuinely two-
way encounter between classical wisdom and contemporary
governance challenges.

Conclusion

Thirukkural is a text for all times precisely because it
addresses the timeless challenges of human association: how to
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organize power justly, how to distribute resources equitably, how
to live in harmony with the natural world, and how to cultivate the
personal virtues that make just institutions possible. Its vision of
integral governance — governance rooted in virtue, oriented toward
justice, and embedded in natural and social community — offers a
powerful complement to contemporary sustainable development
frameworks.

In an era when governance failures are producing
catastrophic social and environmental consequences, the Kural’s
core insights deserve renewed attention: that personal virtue and
public integrity are inseparable; that justice must be universal, not
class-specific; that poverty is a governance failure, not a natural
condition; that ecological health and political health are structurally
linked; and that the ultimate purpose of governance is not the
maintenance of order or the accumulation of power but the
flourishing of human life in its full depth and breadth.

These are not merely Tamil insights or ancient insights. They
are human insights, refined through centuries of reflection on the
conditions of a good society. The Kural’s enduring relevance — its
capacity to speak to the governance challenges of a twenty-first-
century world its author could not have imagined — is testimony to
the depth and universality of Valluvar’s ethical vision. To take that
vision seriously is to begin recovering governance as a way of life —
a form of ethical practice through which individuals and institutions
together work to make human flourishing possible for all.

Kural 1

SDIBT (PFHEO 6T(DSE)GHE060MD Db
L&eu6sT (WPpSHED 2 60

Akara mudala ezhuttellaam aadhi Pakavan mudatrE ulagu

“As all letters have the letter ‘A’ for their first, so the world
has the Eternal God for its first.”

The Kural begins with the Eternal, and the Eternal — in
Valluvar’s vision — is nothing other than the principle of right order
that makes all life, all governance, and all development possible.
To govern well is to participate in that order; to govern badly is to
disrupt it. This is the ultimate claim of Thirukkural’s ethical
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governance framework: that the stakes of governance are not merely
political but cosmic.
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The concept of wealth has traditionally been examined
through economic theories emphasizing profit
maximization and  financial performance.
Contemporary approaches such as Stakeholder Theory
(Freeman, 1984), the Triple Bottom Line (Elkington,
1997), and Creating Shared Value (Porter & Kramer,
2011) broaden this perspective by incorporating social
and environmental responsibilities. However, little
research has explored whether classical ethical
literature anticipated such multidimensional
perspectives on wealth. This study addresses this
theoretical gap by examining whether the Thirukkural
presents a comprehensive model of wealth integrating
economic prosperity, social welfare, cultural
preservation, and moral responsibility.

Existing scholarship on the Thirukkural has extensively
analysed its ethical, political, and philosophical
teachings, while studies on social entrepreneurship
focus largely on contemporary business models. Very
few studies connect Thiruvalluvar’s economic
philosophy with modern theories of sustainable
development or examine its practical application
through contemporary enterprises. This study bridges
both the theoretical gap in indigenous management
literature and the empirical gap by analysing a
functioning Thirukkural-inspired social enterprise,
namely Kuralangadi.
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The study adopts a qualitative case study approach.
Selected Kurals relating to wealth, generosity,
governance, and ethical conduct are analysed using
thematic content analysis. These principles are then
examined through a case study of a Thirukkural-
inspired souvenir and book centre that promotes Tamil
literature, traditional handicrafts, and value-based
educational resources. The enterprise simultaneously
creates sustainable revenue, supports rural artisans and
women entrepreneurs, preserves traditional crafts,
promotes ethical education, and provides one of the
largest collections of Thirukkural-related publications,
translations, commentaries, and educational resources.
The enterprise is analysed using four dimensions:
Economic Wealth, Social Wealth, Cultural Wealth, and
Moral Wealth.

The study demonstrates that Thiruvalluvar views
wealth not as an end but as a means to create collective
well-being. Kurals emphasizing righteous acquisition
of wealth, generosity, and responsible use of resources
indicate that economic prosperity should ultimately
benefit society. The case study illustrates that
commercial sustainability can coexist with cultural
preservation, community development, and ethical
education. Rather than competing objectives, financial
success, artisan welfare, heritage preservation, and
dissemination of moral values become mutually
reinforcing outcomes.

The findings further suggest that the enterprise
operationalizes Thiruvalluvar’s philosophy by creating
employment opportunities, expanding markets for
rural artisans, preserving indigenous knowledge
systems, promoting Tamil literary heritage, and
encouraging  value-based  citizenship.  This
multidimensional approach extends beyond
conventional profit-oriented business models and
demonstrates the continuing relevance of classical
Tamil wisdom in contemporary economic practice.

The paper proposes a Thirukkural Multidimensional
Wealth Model (TMWM) comprising four measurable
dimensions: Economic Wealth (revenue, sustainability,
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employment), Social Wealth (artisan welfare and
community development), Cultural Wealth
(preservation of traditional knowledge and heritage),
and Moral Wealth (promotion of ethical values and
social harmony). The model contributes to indigenous
management studies by providing a culturally grounded
framework that complements contemporary theories
of stakeholder capitalism and social entrepreneurship.

The study concludes that the Thirukkural proposes a
multidimensional theory of wealth that extends far
beyond profit maximization. Wealth is presented as a
resource for ethical living, social responsibility, cultural
continuity, and collective prosperity. The case study
demonstrates that these principles remain practically
applicable through contemporary social enterprises.
By integrating textual analysis with empirical evidence,
the study contributes to the growing discourse on
indigenous knowledge systems, sustainable
development, and ethical business models, while
offering a practical framework for organizations seeking
to balance economic success with social and moral
responsibility.

Keywords: Thirukkural, Thiruvalluvar, Wealth, Social
Entrepreneurship, Indigenous Management, Cultural
Preservation, Moral Responsibility, Sustainable
Development, Stakeholder Theory, Social Enterprise,
Kuralangadi.

1. Introduction

Wealth has long occupied a central place in economic and
philosophical discourse, yet its meaning has narrowed considerably
in modern economic thought. Classical economic theory, rooted in
neoclassical assumptions, has traditionally framed wealth in terms
of profit maximisation, capital accumulation, and financial
performance (Friedman, 1970). This narrow conception treats
economic actors as rational agents whose primary obligation is to
maximise shareholder returns, with social and ethical
considerations relegated to secondary, often externalised, concerns.
However, over the past four decades, this profit-centric paradigm
has been increasingly challenged by scholars and practitioners who
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argue that wealth creation cannot be divorced from its social,
environmental, and ethical consequences.

This shift is evident in the emergence of Stakeholder Theory,
which reoriented corporate purpose away from shareholders alone
toward a broader constituency of employees, customers, suppliers,
and communities affected by business activity (Freeman, 1984).
Similarly, the Triple Bottom Line framework proposed that
organisational success should be evaluated not by financial
performance alone but across three interdependent dimensions:
profit, people, and planet (Elkington, 1997). More recently, the
concept of Creating Shared Value has argued that economic value
and societal value are not inherently competing objectives but can
be mutually reinforcing when businesses redefine their relationship
with the communities in which they operate (Porter & Kramer,
2011). Collectively, these frameworks represent a substantial
reconceptualization of wealth—one that recognises economic
prosperity as necessarily embedded within, rather than separate
from, social welfare and ethical responsibility.

While these contemporary theories have reshaped
mainstream management thought, they are predominantly Western
in origin and largely silent on whether comparable,
multidimensional conceptions of wealth exist within older, non-
Western ethical and philosophical traditions. This is a notable gap,
particularly given that many classical texts across civilisations have
historically addressed the relationship between material prosperity
and moral conduct. Among these, the Thirukkural—a Tamil
classical text attributed to the poet-philosopher Thiruvalluvar and
estimated to date to somewhere between the 3rd century BCE and
5th century CE—occupies a particularly significant position
(Zvelebil, 1973). Comprising 1,330 couplets organised into three
thematic books—Aram (virtue), Porul (wealth and polity), and
Inbam (love)—the Thirukkural has been widely regarded as a
comprehensive treatise on ethical living that addresses not only
personal morality but also governance, economic conduct, and
social responsibility (Pope, 1886).

Of particular relevance to this study is the second book, Porul,
which deals extensively with the acquisition, management, and
application of wealth, alongside principles of governance,
leadership, and civic duty. Unlike purely devotional or



BHEGSDET ADENBN DhEhEnS HMID HEOeOM d  Dpuleysei 323

philosophical texts, the Porul section engages directly with practical
matters of economic life—how wealth ought to be earned, the
dangers of poverty, the moral obligations that accompany
prosperity, and the responsibilities of rulers and individuals toward
the welfare of the wider community. This positions the Thirukkural
as a text that, centuries before contemporary management theory,
appears to have anticipated the idea that wealth is not an isolated
economic outcome but is inextricably linked to ethical conduct,
social welfare, and collective well-being.

Despite this apparent relevance, existing scholarship on the
Thirukkural has predominantly approached the text through
literary, philosophical, and religious lenses, examining its ethical
teachings, its comparative relationship with other classical texts,
and its contribution to Tamil literary heritage (Zvelebil, 1973; Pope,
1886). Comparatively little research has systematically examined
Thirukkural’s treatment of wealth through the analytical
frameworks of contemporary management and economic theory.
At the same time, the growing literature on social entrepreneurship
and sustainable business models has largely developed
independently of classical ethical traditions, drawing instead on
contemporary theoretical foundations such as those discussed
above (Freeman, 1984; Elkington, 1997; Porter & Kramer, 2011).
This has resulted in two parallel bodies of literature—one situated
in indigenous philosophical scholarship, the other in modern
management theory—with limited scholarly effort to bridge them,
either theoretically or empirically.

This study seeks to address this gap by asking whether the
Thirukkural proposes a multidimensional theory of wealth that
extends beyond profit maximisation to encompass social welfare,
cultural preservation, and moral responsibility. In doing so, the
study makes two distinct but interconnected contributions. First,
at the theoretical level, it examines selected Kurals relating to
wealth, generosity, governance, and ethical conduct through
thematic content analysis, situating Thiruvalluvar’s economic
philosophy alongside contemporary frameworks of stakeholder
capitalism and sustainable development. Second, at the empirical
level, it grounds this theoretical analysis in a case study of a
functioning Thirukkural-inspired social enterprise namely
Kuralangadi—a souvenir and book centre that simultaneously
generates commercial revenue, supports rural artisans and women
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entrepreneurs, preserves traditional Tamil handicrafts, and
disseminates value-based educational resources centred on the
Thirukkural. This dual approach allows the study to move beyond
purely textual interpretation to demonstrate how classical
principles of wealth can be operationalised within a contemporary
organisational context.

By integrating textual analysis with empirical evidence, this
study contributes to three interrelated bodies of literature:
indigenous management studies, which have historically been
underrepresented relative to Western management theory; the
growing discourse on sustainable development and stakeholder
capitalism, which stands to benefit from culturally grounded
alternative perspectives; and social entrepreneurship research,
which has rarely examined enterprises explicitly inspired by
classical ethical texts. In proposing a Thirukkural Multidimensional
Wealth Model (TMWM) comprising Economic, Social, Cultural,
and Moral Wealth, this paper argues that Thiruvalluvar’s
conception of wealth offers not merely historical or literary interest,
but a practically applicable framework for organisations seeking to
reconcile financial sustainability with broader social and ethical
responsibility.

The remainder of this paper is structured as follows. The next
section reviews the relevant literature on wealth in economic
theory, Stakeholder Theory, the Triple Bottom Line, and Creating
Shared Value, before situating the Thirukkural within this discourse.
This is followed by the methodology, outlining the thematic content
analysis of selected Kurals and the case study design. The findings
section then presents the analysis of the four wealth dimensions
and their manifestation within the case enterprise. The discussion
interprets these findings theoretically and practically, before the
paper concludes with a summary of its contribution and
implications.

2. Literature Review

This literature review is organised into four sections. It begins
by tracing the evolution of wealth theory from classical economics
to contemporary stakeholder-oriented frameworks. It then
examines existing scholarship on the Thirukkural, before reviewing
literature on social entrepreneurship and indigenous management
studies. Finally, it identifies the specific gaps this study addresses.
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2.1 Evolution of Wealth Theory in Economic and
Management Thought

Classical and neoclassical economic theory has traditionally
conceptualised wealth in narrowly financial terms, with the firm’s
primary responsibility understood as maximising shareholder value
(Friedman, 1970). Within this paradigm, social and environmental
considerations were treated as externalities, relevant only insofar
as they affected the bottom line. This shareholder-primacy model
dominated management thought throughout much of the twentieth
century and continues to inform much of mainstream corporate
finance.

A significant theoretical departure emerged with Freeman’s
(1984) Stakeholder Theory, which reconceptualised the firm’s
obligations as extending beyond shareholders to a broader network
of stakeholders—employees, suppliers, customers, and
communities—whose interests should factor into organisational
decision-making. Freeman’s contribution was foundational in
shifting management discourse toward a more relational and
socially embedded understanding of organisational purpose, laying
groundwork for subsequent theories that questioned purely profit-
driven models of wealth creation.

Building on this trajectory, Elkington’s (1997) Triple Bottom
Line framework proposed that organisational performance should
be assessed across three dimensions—economic prosperity, social
equity, and environmental quality—commonly summarised as
“profit, people, and planet.” This framework was influential in
popularising sustainability reporting and remains widely referenced
in corporate social responsibility literature, though critics have
noted difficulties in operationalising and measuring its social and
environmental dimensions with the same rigour as financial metrics
(Norman & MacDonald, 2004).

More recently, Porter and Kramer’s (2011) Creating Shared
Value concept argued that businesses could generate economic
value in ways that simultaneously produce societal value, framing
social responsibility not as a constraint on profitability but as a
source of competitive advantage. This represented a further
evolution in management thought, positioning social and economic
objectives as potentially synergistic rather than inherently
conflicting.
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Collectively, these frameworks demonstrate a sustained
trajectory within Western management scholarship toward
multidimensional conceptions of wealth. However, as several
scholars have noted, this body of theory has developed largely
independently of older philosophical and ethical traditions that may
have addressed similar questions long before the emergence of
modern management science (Muniapan & Dass, 2008). This raises
the question of whether classical texts—including non-Western
ones—anticipated multidimensional understandings of wealth, and
whether such texts might offer complementary or alternative
frameworks to those currently dominant in the literature.

2.2 Scholarship on the Thirukkural

The Thirukkural has attracted substantial scholarly attention
since its translation into English by Pope (1886), which remains
one of the most widely cited renderings of the text. Zvelebil’s (1973)
analysis situates the Thirukkural within the broader canon of
classical Tamil literature, describing it as a work of remarkable
ethical and philosophical sophistication that addresses virtue,
governance, and personal conduct with equal depth. Much of the
existing literature on the Thirukkural has approached the text
through literary, religious, and comparative philosophical lenses,
often drawing parallels with other classical ethical traditions such
as Confucian or Aristotelian thought (Zvelebil, 1973).

Within this scholarship, some attention has been paid to the
Porul section of the text, which addresses wealth, governance, and
civic responsibility. Scholars have noted that Thiruvalluvar’s
treatment of wealth diverges from purely acquisitive framings,
instead emphasising righteous acquisition, generosity, and the
social obligations that accompany prosperity (Muniapan & Dass,
2008). However, such observations have typically remained at the
level of textual or philosophical commentary rather than being
systematically developed into an analytical framework suitable for
application within management or organisational contexts.
Furthermore, comparatively few studies have engaged the
Thirukkural in direct conversation with contemporary theories
such as Stakeholder Theory or the Triple Bottom Line, leaving its
potential contribution to modern economic and management
discourse largely unexplored.
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2.3 Social Entrepreneurship and Indigenous Management
Studies

The literature on social entrepreneurship has grown
considerably over the past two decades, examining how enterprises
pursue dual objectives of financial sustainability and social impact
(Mair & Marti, 2006). This body of work has generated valuable
insights into hybrid organisational models, blended value creation,
and mechanisms for balancing commercial and mission-driven
objectives. However, this literature has developed largely within
contemporary Western theoretical traditions, with limited
engagement with classical or indigenous philosophical frameworks
as sources of organisational principles.

Parallel to this, the field of indigenous management studies
has sought to recover and apply management insights embedded
within non-Western cultural, philosophical, and religious traditions
(Muniapan & Dass, 2008). Scholars in this field argue that classical
texts often contain sophisticated, culturally grounded frameworks
for understanding organisational ethics, leadership, and economic
conduct that remain underutilised within mainstream management
scholarship, which continues to be dominated by Western
theoretical paradigms. Despite this recognition, indigenous
management literature remains comparatively underdeveloped
relative to mainstream management theory, and empirical
applications—particularly case studies demonstrating how such
classical frameworks operate within functioning contemporary
enterprises—remain scarce.

2.4 Identifying the Gap

This review reveals two parallel and largely disconnected
bodies of literature. On one hand, contemporary management
theory has progressively developed multidimensional conceptions
of wealth through Stakeholder Theory, the Triple Bottom Line, and
Creating Shared Value. On the other hand, Thirukkural scholarship
has extensively examined the text’s ethical and philosophical
dimensions but has rarely engaged systematically with
contemporary economic or management frameworks, nor
translated its principles into an applied organisational model.
Similarly, social entrepreneurship research has proliferated without
substantial engagement with classical ethical traditions, while
indigenous management studies—though theoretically positioned
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to bridge this gap—have produced limited empirical work
demonstrating how classical frameworks operate in practice.

This study addresses these interconnected gaps by
systematically analysing the Thirukkural’s treatment of wealth
through thematic content analysis, situating its principles alongside
contemporary wealth theories, and empirically grounding this
analysis through a case study of a functioning Thirukkural-inspired
social enterprise. In doing so, it contributes to indigenous
management scholarship while offering a culturally grounded
framework relevant to contemporary discourse on sustainable and
ethical business practice.

3. Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative case study approach,
integrating textual analysis of classical Tamil literature with
empirical investigation of a contemporary social enterprise. This
dual methodology was selected because the research question is
inherently two-layered: it requires, first, establishing whether a
multidimensional theory of wealth can be systematically derived
from the Thirukkural, and second, examining whether such a theory
holds explanatory and practical value when applied to an operating
organisation. A purely textual or purely empirical approach would
have been insufficient to address either dimension of the research
question; the combination allows theoretical claims derived from
the text to be tested against observable organisational practice (Yin,
2018).

3.1 Research Design

The study follows an interpretive, single-case, embedded case
study design (Yin, 2018), in which the “case” is the Thirukkural-
inspired souvenir and book enterprise, and the “embedded units of
analysis” are the four dimensions of the proposed Thirukkural
Multidimensional Wealth Model (TMWM): Economic Wealth,
Social Wealth, Cultural Wealth, and Moral Wealth. This embedded
design is appropriate given that the enterprise does not operate as
a single undifferentiated entity but engages in distinct, observable
activities corresponding to each theoretical dimension—commercial
revenue generation, artisan and community welfare, heritage and
literary preservation, and value-based education. Analysing these
as embedded units allows the study to move systematically from
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textual theory to organisational practice while preserving the
coherence of the enterprise as a single, holistic case.

The case study approach, rather than a survey or large-
sample method, was chosen because the research question is
exploratory and theory-building in nature. As Eisenhardt and
Graebner (2007) argue, case studies are particularly well suited to
situations where existing theory is inadequate or absent, and where
the goal is to generate rich, contextually grounded theoretical
insight rather than to test statistical generalisability. Given that no
prior study has systematically operationalised Thirukkural
principles into a measurable organisational wealth model, an in-
depth single case was judged more appropriate than a comparative
multi-case or quantitative design at this stage of theory
development.

3.2 Phase One: Thematic Content Analysis of the
Thirukkural

The first phase of data collection and analysis involved a
systematic review of the Porul (wealth and polity) section of the
Thirukkural, supplemented by relevant Kurals from the Aram
(virtue) section where they directly addressed generosity, righteous
conduct, and social responsibility. Kurals were purposely selected
based on thematic relevance to wealth, generosity, governance, and
ethical conduct, drawing on Pope’s (1886) widely referenced English
translation, cross-checked against the original Tamil text to
preserve interpretive fidelity.

Selected Kurals were analysed using thematic content
analysis, following Braun and Clarke’s (2006) six-phase framework:
familiarisation with the text, generation of initial codes, searching
for themes, reviewing themes, defining and naming themes, and
producing the final thematic map. Codes were generated inductively
from the couplets themselves rather than imposed a priori, allowing
themes to emerge organically from Thiruvalluvar’s language and
framing. These emergent themes were subsequently organised and
mapped onto the four TMWM dimensions: couplets addressing
righteous acquisition, entrepreneurship, and prosperity were
mapped to Economic Wealth; those addressing generosity,
hospitality, and care for the marginalised were mapped to Social
Wealth; those addressing knowledge, learning, and the preservation
of tradition were mapped to Cultural Wealth; and those addressing
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justice, compassion, and ethical governance were mapped to Moral
Wealth. This mapping process constitutes the theoretical
foundation of the TMWM, translating a classical ethical text into a
structure compatible with contemporary organisational analysis.

3.3 Phase Two: Case Study of the Social Enterprise

The second phase involved an empirical case study of a
functioning Thirukkural-inspired souvenir and book centre,
selected using purposive, criterion-based sampling (Patton, 2002).
The enterprise was chosen because it met three defining criteria
relevant to the research question: it is explicitly inspired by
Thirukkural philosophy in its mission and operations; it maintains
one of the largest collections of Thirukkural-related publications,
translations, and commentaries; and it demonstrably integrates
commercial activity with artisan support, cultural preservation,
and value-based education, making it a theoretically information-
rich case for examining whether the four TMWM dimensions
manifest in practice.

The enterprise selected for this study operates from two
symbolically significant locations associated with Thiruvalluvar:
Valluvar Kottam in Chennai and the Statue of Wisdom (Valluvar
Statue) in Kanyakumari, both major monuments dedicated to the
poet-philosopher and sites of considerable cultural and pilgrimage
significance in Tamil Nadu. This locational choice is itself
analytically relevant, as it situates the enterprise’s commercial
activity within spaces already imbued with public reverence for
Thiruvalluvar’s philosophy, reinforcing the alignment between the
enterprise’s operations and its stated ethical mission.

At the time of this study, the enterprise had been operational
for approximately one year, offering a bounded and recent case of
Thirukkural-inspired entrepreneurship in practice. As a startup,
current order volumes remain modest, reflecting the enterprise’s
early stage of growth; however, this trajectory is expected to scale
as the enterprise extends its retail outlets beyond its current two
locations, a factor that is itself relevant to assessing the sustainability
dimension of Economic Wealth in the TMWM.

The enterprise employs a small core team of eight individuals:
five salaried employees engaged in direct sales operations, and three
additional individuals who manage broader operational functions
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on an unsalaried, voluntary basis, motivated primarily by personal
commitment to the dissemination of Thirukkural values rather than
financial compensation. This latter detail is analytically significant,
providing preliminary evidence for the Moral Wealth dimension of
the TMWM, as it suggests organisational commitment extending
beyond conventional employer-employee financial relationships
toward values-driven participation.

Beyond its core team, the enterprise sources products from a
network of more than 8o vendors, of whom 20 are artisans located
across various regions of Tamil Nadu, representing a diverse cross-
section of traditional Tamil craft practices. These include producers
of statues, paintings, shields, and wall hangings, alongside palm leaf
craft vendors, metal workers, sea shell artisans, terracotta artisans,
wood workers, and apparel makers producing sarees, dhotis,
kerchiefs, T-shirts, bed sheets, towels, and curtains, as well as jute
bag manufacturers and souvenir makers (badges, magnets,
keychains, electronic items). This breadth of vendor categories
reflects the enterprise’s engagement with a wide spectrum of
indigenous material traditions, spanning textile, ceramic, natural
fibre, and sculptural crafts, several of which face documented
decline due to competition from mass-manufactured alternatives
(Venkatesan, 2009).

Of the 20 artisans in the enterprise’s core supply network, 10
are women, indicating gender parity within this segment of the
vendor base—a detail directly relevant to the Social Wealth
dimension of the TMWM, which emphasises opportunities for rural
women and marginalised groups. This near-equal representation
suggests that the enterprise’s procurement practices meaningfully
extend market access to women artisans rather than engaging them
only nominally or peripherally.

Geographically, the enterprise sources goods from artisans
and vendors across a wide network of towns and cities,
predominantly within Tamil Nadu but extending beyond state
borders. Within Tamil Nadu, sourcing locations include Thanjavur,
Karur, Erode, Kanyakumari, Chennai, Kanchipuram, Chengalpattu,
Madurai, Kumbakonam, Chinnalapatti, Tiruppur,
Thiruvannamalai, Tirunelveli, Tiruchirapalli, Karaikudi, and
Sivakasi, while additional vendors are drawn from Bengaluru and
Mumbai. This geographic spread is analytically significant on two
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counts. First, several of these towns are historically associated with
specific craft traditions, suggesting that the enterprise’s
procurement strategy is not incidental but draws deliberately on
established regional craft clusters. Second, the geographic breadth
of the network indicates that the enterprise’s economic and social
impact, while modest in absolute order volume at this early stage,
is distributed widely across Tamil Nadu’s traditional craft economy
rather than concentrated within a single locality, lending support
to the scalability of its Social and Cultural Wealth contributions as
the enterprise grows.

Taken together, the demographic composition and
geographic distribution of the artisan network provide a concrete
empirical basis for evaluating the Social Wealth dimension (through
gender-inclusive livelihood support) and the Cultural Wealth
dimension (through engagement with geographically dispersed,
tradition-specific craft clusters) of the proposed TMWM.

Data for the case study were drawn from multiple sources to
enable triangulation (Yin, 2018), including direct observation of
the enterprise’s operations and product offerings, review of
organisational materials and publications, and documentation of
the enterprise’s engagement with artisans, educational
programming, and literary preservation activities. Each data source
was coded against the same four-dimension framework developed
in Phase One, allowing the study to assess the degree of
correspondence between the textually derived theoretical model
and the enterprise’s observed practices.

3.4 Analytical Integration

The two phases were integrated through a pattern-matching
logic (Yin, 2018), in which theoretically derived propositions from
the Thirukkural textual analysis—for example, that righteous
wealth acquisition should generate benefit beyond the individual—
were compared against empirical patterns observed in the case
enterprise, such as its support for rural artisans and women
entrepreneurs. Convergence between textual principle and
organisational practice was treated as evidence supporting the
applied validity of the TMWM, while divergences were noted as
boundary conditions or limitations of the model’s practical
applicability.
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3.5 Trustworthiness and Limitations

To enhance interpretive credibility, the thematic coding of
the Kurals was cross-checked against multiple existing translations
and secondary commentaries, reducing the risk of interpretive bias
arising from reliance on a single translated source. Nonetheless,
several limitations should be acknowledged. As a single-case design,
the findings are not intended to be statistically generalisable but
rather analytically generalisable to theory (Yin, 2018), offering a
foundation for future comparative studies across multiple
Thirukkural-inspired or indigenous-philosophy-based enterprises.
Additionally, the interpretive nature of thematic content analysis
of a classical poetic text necessarily involves a degree of scholarly
judgement in mapping couplets to contemporary theoretical
categories.

4. Findings and Analysis

This section presents the findings of the study, organised
according to the four dimensions of the Thirukkural
Multidimensional Wealth Model (TMWM): Economic Wealth,
Social Wealth, Cultural Wealth, and Moral Wealth. For each
dimension, specific Kurals are analysed thematically, followed by
corresponding empirical evidence drawn from the case enterprise.
The section concludes with a synthesis discussing the degree of
convergence between the textually derived model and observed
organisational practice.

4.1 Economic Wealth: Sustainable Prosperity

The chapters on governance, ministerial conduct, strength
in action, and the acquisition of wealth (@epwrd, Siewss,
Aevemsdrubd, ewummer, 6sweveuns) collectively frame economic
pursuit as a legitimate and even necessary activity, provided it is
conducted righteously.

Kural 754
“DineTHENID BTLWLD FEOID SDEDBIHE
S8 eubs QLN

“Wealth earned by righteous means brings both virtue and
happiness.”
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Kural 759

“QEls OUMmBEDETE ENIHT C\EFHSHMIGSGLD
assseih safiug @60

“Acquire wealth; nothing is sharper than wealth in overcoming
adversity.”

Kural 760

“QEMOIMBET SMPLIL QWIHBIWITTEHS ETETEIITHET
T BITGD SGHES

“For those who earn wealth honestly, other blessings naturally
follow.”

Empirically, the case enterprise reflects this principle in its
founding orientation. Operating from Valluvar Kottam, Chennai,
and the Statue of Wisdom, Kanyakumari, the enterprise has built
its commercial base on legitimate, transparent retail activity tied
to cultural pilgrimage traffic rather than extractive or opportunistic
means. While order volumes remain modest at this one-year mark,
consistent with early-stage startup constraints, the deliberate
strategy of outlet expansion to scale revenue mirrors Kural 760’s
framing of wealth as something that compounds when pursued
honestly. The employment of five salaried sales staff further
demonstrates that, even at small scale, the enterprise already
generates direct livelihood outcomes consistent with the Economic
Wealth dimension’s emphasis on employment and
entrepreneurship.

4.2 Social Wealth: Inclusive Well-Being

The chapters on charity, giving, helping others, and
compassion @Fens, @uey, @ULTaMEH, SimHenenLenw) form the textual
core of Social Wealth.

Kural 221
“euflwniisastein FeaGs Feng LDMHENEOEOMLD
efowsiieou Brg 2 eoLss

“True charity is giving to the poor without expecting anything
in return.”
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Kural 216
13 o . o .. . . . . .
LIWI6OTLDILD 2 6iTesTBITL! LIWDSSOMITEd 61F606ULD
[BUIGDIEDLILIMEST &650T LIlg6dT

“The wealth of a benevolent person is like a fruit-bearing tree
in the village.”

Kural 214

“@855 Sifeunet 2 ufiTeuTDeuNeT LDHEDMWITEST
OEESNHBET meusSL LIBD

“Those who help others truly live.”

This cluster finds strong empirical resonance in the
enterprise’s vendor network. The Kural 216 metaphor of wealth as
a village fruit-tree maps closely onto the enterprise’s sourcing
model: revenue generated at point-of-sale flows outward to more
than 80 vendors, including 20 artisans, exactly half of whom are
women—a concrete instance of wealth “fruiting” beyond the
enterprise itself into a wider community. The three unsalaried
operational team members further embody the Kural 221 standard
of giving without expectation of return, in this case giving time and
expertise rather than material charity, in service of a shared
communal mission.

4.3 Cultural Wealth: Heritage and Continuity

As the Thirukkural does not address cultural heritage in
explicitly modern terms, this dimension is derived from its sustained
emphasis on learning and knowledge (@evefl, Gaeitefl, DipleysmLemio,

L&D
Kural 391
“she seLDS sHUmE SHMLN6T
Bis Sspes 6
“Learn thoroughly and live according to what is learned.”
Kural 396
“OBMLeneugg 2emib oewTHGaEewl DMHST6ESS
shpeHE empid ey
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“Knowledge grows continually through learning.”
Kural 400

“Gaiged eflpetiFevaud 606l QEHEUDS

LDITL 606D LDHEDM WIEDEU
“Learning is the imperishable wealth.”

The case enterprise operationalises this principle through its
dual function as a preserver of both literary and material heritage.
As one of the largest holders of Thirukkural-related publications,
translations, and commentaries, the enterprise directly enacts the
Kural 400 principle of learning as enduring wealth. Simultaneously,
its sourcing of palm leaf work, sea shell craft, terracotta, woodwork,
jute products, and handwoven apparel from artisan clusters across
Thanjavur, Kumbakonam, Karaikudi, Chinnalapatti, Sivakasi,
Kanchipuram, and other traditional centres extends this principle
from textual knowledge to embodied craft knowledge—sustaining
skills that, per Kural 396, deepen through continued practice and
transmission but risk erosion without active demand.

4.4 Moral Wealth: Ethics and Responsibility

The chapters on the power of virtue, good conduct,
compassion, love, and truthfulness (Sipetr euelwmsseo,
RUPSEHPEDLEDID, JH(HEBEDLEMLD, JiediewLend, eumiemy) provide the
densest textual foundation of the four dimensions.

Kural 31
“SAplyreb O\FaIIPD FEID ANDSBETHRIS
Spasb euGemt 2 uliGe
“Virtue gives both honour and wealth.”
Kural 34
“IDEUSHIHHETT DT DhFHED HEDETESDEIT
Sp@e By 9

“Purity of mind is the essence of virtue.”
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Kural 131

“Qu&sb 6AlWLILD SIEOMET QS
o uifleyb @bul LED
“Good conduct is greater than life itself.”

The enterprise’s unsalaried operational team once again
provides the clearest empirical anchor for this dimension: their
continued participation cannot be explained by conventional
economic incentive, but reflects a Kural 131-consistent
prioritisation of value-driven commitment over material return.
More broadly, the enterprise’s core function as an educational
resource centre for Thirukkural literature constitutes an active
mechanism for disseminating exactly the ethical teachings—virtue,
compassion, truthfulness—that Kurals 31, 34, and 131 articulate,
fulfilling the TMWM’s emphasis on value-based education and
responsible citizenship. The model is represented in the following

figure 1.
Wealth is not an end in itself; it is a means to Ethical Living,
Social Welfare, Cultural Continuity and Moral Responsibility. *‘m ﬂ’
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4.5 Synthesis: The Integrating Kurals

The five Kurals identified as central to the TMWM—754,
759, 221, 400, and 31—together trace a coherent progression:
wealth must be earned righteously (754), created through effort
(759), given to those in need (221), understood as secondary to
knowledge (400), and ultimately subordinate to virtue (31). This
progression supports the study’s central theoretical claim: the four
TMWM dimensions are not additive but hierarchically integrative,
with Moral Wealth (virtue) functioning as the superordinate
principle that governs and gives purpose to Economic, Social, and
Cultural Wealth. The case enterprise’s own structure mirrors this
hierarchy—its unsalaried, values-driven leadership (Moral Wealth)
sustains a small but legitimate economic operation (Economic
Wealth), which in turn channels resources to a wide artisan network
(Social Wealth) and preserves both literary and craft heritage
(Cultural Wealth).

Summary Table: TMWM Dimensions — Textual and
Empirical Evidence

TMWM Relevant | Key |Core Textual | Empirical
Dimension | Chapters |Kurals|Principle Evidence from
Case Enterprise
1. Economic| @ewmwn:d| 754, |Wealth is One-year-old
Wealth Semwss | 759, |legitimate enterprise at
(Sustainable | eflewes 760 |when earned | Valluvar Kottam
Prosperity) | #rub righteously | (Chennai)and
QumgBeT and through | Statue of Wisdom
61&WLI60 effort; honest| (Kanyakumari);
IS wealth 4 salaried sales
compounds | employees;
other modest but
blessings. growing order
volumes; planned
outlet expansion.
2. Social Fens, 221, |True wealth | 80+ vendors incl.
Wealth 8rey, 216 |is uncondi- 20 artisans across
(Inclusive | ey 214 [tional giving; | Tamil Nadu; 10 of
Well-Being) | afseo, a benevolent | 20 artisans are
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3. Cultural
Wealth
(Heritage
and
Continuity)

4. Moral
Wealth
(Ethics and
Responsi-
bility)

mEd
6DLEMLD

Se06fl,
Bzeitefl,
Sinley
60L6MLD,

s

Simstreued
WDIS560
RWEHS
SHBED
6ML6WLD,
Sledry
6ML6WLD,
GUTILIEDLD

391,
396.
400

31,
34,
131

person’s
wealthbenefits
the whole

community.

Learning/
knowledge is
imperishable
wealth,
superior to
material
possession.

Virtue is
superior to
wealth and
life itself;
purity of
mind is the
essence of
ethical

conduct.

women (gender
parity); 4
unsalaried team
members.

Large
Thirukkural
publications
collection;
sourcing of palm
leaf, sea shell,
terracotta, wood,
jute, apparel
crafts from
Thanjavur,
Kumbakonam,
Karaikudi,
Chinnalapatti,
Sivakasi,
Kanchipuram and
other hubs.

4 unsalaried
operational
members driven
by Thirukkural
values; enterprisg
as active centre
for value-based
education.

Central Integrating Kurals: 754 (earn righteously) — 759
(create through effort) — 221 (give to the needy) — 400
(knowledge as highest wealth) — 31 (virtue as true prosperity) —
tracing a hierarchical logic in which Moral Wealth governs and
gives purpose to the other three dimensions.

5. Discussion

This section interprets the findings presented above in
relation to the study’s guiding research question and situates them
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within the broader theoretical landscape reviewed earlier. It
discusses three main issues: the theoretical implications of the
TMWM for indigenous management scholarship, the practical
implications for social entrepreneurship, and the limitations of the
study.

5.1 Theoretical Implications: Wealth as Hierarchically
Integrative, Not Merely Multidimensional

The findings suggest that the Thirukkural’s conception of
wealth diverges from contemporary multidimensional frameworks
in a structurally important way. Frameworks such as the Triple
Bottom Line (Elkington, 1997) and Stakeholder Theory (Freeman,
1984) generally present their dimensions—economic, social, and
environmental, or shareholder and stakeholder interests—as
parallel and co-equal considerations to be balanced against one
another. The synthesis in this study’s findings, by contrast, indicates
that the Thirukkural’s four dimensions are not co-equal but
hierarchically ordered, with Moral Wealth functioning as the
superordinate principle from which the legitimacy of the other
three dimensions derives. Kural 31’s assertion that virtue itself
yields both honour and wealth, and Kural 754’s insistence that
wealth is valuable only insofar as it is acquired righteously, indicate
that economic activity is conditionally, not intrinsically, legitimate
within Thiruvalluvar’s framework.

This has a meaningful implication for how the TMWM should
be positioned relative to Creating Shared Value (Porter & Kramer,
2011). Where Porter and Kramer frame social value as
instrumentally useful for generating competitive economic
advantage—social good in service of economic gain—the
Thirukkural inverts this relationship: economic gain is legitimate
only in service of social and moral good. This is not a minor semantic
distinction but a substantive theoretical divergence, and it addresses
directly the gap identified by Muniapan and Dass (2008) regarding
the underuse of classical ethical texts in management theory. The
TMWM does not simply add a fourth box to existing
multidimensional frameworks; it proposes an alternative organising
logic in which virtue is causally and normatively prior to economic
outcome, rather than parallel to it.
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5.2 Practical Implications: Moral Wealth as an
Operational, Not Aspirational, Category

A second notable finding concerns the operationalisation of
Moral Wealth within the case enterprise. Much of the social
entrepreneurship literature (Mair & Marti, 2006) treats ethical or
mission-driven motivation as an underlying organisational value
that shapes strategy, but rarely identifies it as a discrete, measurable
input alongside capital and labour. The presence of five unsalaried
team members contributing operational labour purely from
commitment to Thirukkural values represents a concrete,
observable instance of Moral Wealth functioning as an actual
resource input into the enterprise—not merely a stated value on a
mission page. This suggests that the TMWM’s Moral Wealth
dimension may have practical utility beyond the Thirukkural case
specifically: it offers social enterprise researchers a way of
identifying and potentially measuring values-driven labour
contribution as a distinct organisational asset, complementing
existing metrics of financial and social capital.

Similarly, the enterprise’s artisan network—spanning 20
artisans with gender parity across more than a dozen towns and
multiple craft traditions—demonstrates that Social and Cultural
Wealth need not be pursued as separate initiatives requiring
dedicated resources, but can emerge as natural by-products of a
sourcing strategy grounded in cultural authenticity. This has
practical relevance for other heritage-based or culturally-inspired
enterprises: rather than treating artisan welfare and craft
preservation as CSR add-ons, as is common in mainstream retail
(Norman & MacDonald, 2004, note similar critiques of Triple
Bottom Line implementation), the case enterprise illustrates a model
in which sourcing decisions are simultaneously commercial, social,
and cultural acts.

5.3 Addressing the Research Question

Returning to the study’s central question—whether the
Thirukkural proposes a multidimensional theory of wealth
extending beyond profit maximisation—the findings support an
affirmative answer, with an important refinement. The Thirukkural
does present wealth multidimensionally, encompassing economic,
social, cultural, and moral considerations consistent with the four
TMWM dimensions. However, the text does not present these
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dimensions as equally weighted alternatives to profit maximisation,
as much contemporary CSR discourse implicitly does. Instead, it
subordinates economic pursuit entirely to ethical conduct,
presenting profit maximisation not as one legitimate objective
among several, but as illegitimate in isolation from virtue. This is a
stronger and more normatively demanding claim than most
contemporary stakeholder or sustainability frameworks make, and
it represents the study’s key theoretical contribution.

5.4 Limitations

Several limitations warrant acknowledgment. First, as a
single-case design, the empirical findings are analytically rather
than statistically generalisable (Yin, 2018); the extent to which other
Thirukkural-inspired or culturally-grounded enterprises exhibit
similar patterns across all four dimensions remains an open
empirical question. Second, the case enterprise is only one year
old, meaning several claims—particularly regarding the Economic
Wealth dimension’s emphasis on sustainability—are necessarily
provisional, reflecting early-stage trajectory rather than
demonstrated long-term viability. Third, the thematic mapping of
Kurals onto the four TMWM dimensions, while grounded in the
source text and cross-referenced against established translations,
inevitably involves interpretive judgement, particularly for the
Cultural Wealth dimension, which the Thirukkural does not address
as a discrete category and which was therefore derived inferentially
from chapters on learning and knowledge. Finally, the study’s data
sources—enterprise observation and documentation—were not
supplemented by structured interviews with artisans or team
members, which future research could use to strengthen claims
made in the Social and Moral Wealth dimensions, particularly
regarding artisans’ own perceptions of the relationship’s value.

5.5 Directions for Future Research

These limitations point toward productive extensions of this
study. Comparative multi-case research across several
Thirukkural-inspired or other classically-grounded social
enterprises would help establish whether the hierarchical, virtue-
prioritising structure identified here is a general feature of
Thirukkural-based organisational models or particular to this case.
Longitudinal research tracking the enterprise as it scales beyond
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its current two outlets would also allow the Economic Wealth
dimension’s sustainability claims to be tested more robustly over
time. Finally, future work might usefully compare the TMWM’s
hierarchical structure against other indigenous ethical-economic
frameworks—for instance, Gandhian trusteeship or Confucian
conceptions of the “gentleman-merchant”—to assess whether
virtue-prioritising conceptions of wealth constitute a broader
pattern across non-Western ethical-economic traditions, or
whether the Thirukkural’s formulation is distinctive.

6. Conclusion

This study set out to examine whether the Thirukkural
proposes a multidimensional theory of wealth that extends beyond
profit maximisation to encompass social welfare, cultural
preservation, and moral responsibility. Through thematic analysis
of Kurals drawn from the Porul and Aram sections, combined with
a case study of a one-year-old Thirukkural-inspired social
enterprise, Kuralangadi operating from Valluvar Kottam, Chennai,
and the Statue of Wisdom, Kanyakumari, the study finds strong
support for this proposition, while offering an important theoretical
refinement.

The Thirukkural does not merely append social, cultural, and
ethical considerations alongside economic wealth in the manner of
contemporary frameworks such as the Triple Bottom Line
(Elkington, 1997) or Stakeholder Theory (Freeman, 1984). Rather,
it subordinates economic pursuit entirely to moral conduct: wealth
is legitimate only when acquired righteously (Kural 754), valuable
only when it enables giving (Kural 221), secondary to knowledge as
an enduring form of wealth (Kural 400), and ultimately meaningless
without virtue (Kural 31). This hierarchical, rather than parallel,
structuring of wealth dimensions constitutes the study’s central
theoretical contribution, encapsulated in the proposed Thirukkural
Multidimensional Wealth Model (TMWM).

The case enterprise provides empirical grounding for this
model across all four dimensions: a legitimately built, if still modest,
commercial operation (Economic Wealth); an artisan network of
over 80 vendors, including 20 artisans with gender parity across
more than a dozen Tamil Nadu towns (Social Wealth); active
sourcing and preservation of diverse craft traditions alongside one
of the largest Thirukkural literary collections (Cultural Wealth);
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and an unsalaried operational team sustained purely by
commitment to Thirukkural values (Moral Wealth). Together, these
findings demonstrate that a classical ethical text can be
operationalised into a practically applicable organisational
framework, bridging classical Tamil philosophy with contemporary
discourse on sustainable and ethical entrepreneurship.

For indigenous management scholarship, this study
contributes a culturally grounded alternative to Western-originated
wealth theories, addressing the gap identified by Muniapan and Dass
(2008). For practitioners, particularly those leading heritage-based
or values-driven enterprises, the TMWM offers a framework in
which economic, social, cultural, and moral outcomes are treated
as interdependent rather than competing. Future research should
test the TMWM'’s generalisability through comparative multi-case
and longitudinal designs, and explore its relationship to other
indigenous ethical-economic traditions. In demonstrating that
Thiruvalluvar’s ancient formulation—that the purpose of wealth
lies in giving—remains operationally relevant today, this study
affirms the continuing capacity of classical wisdom to inform
contemporary models of sustainable, ethical enterprise.
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This article examines the relationship between inherited
moral philosophy — with particular attention to the
Tamil classic TirukKural — and the positive
constitutional and administrative law of Mauritius and
India. It argues that the correct thesis is one of
convergence rather than derivation: the Kural did not
supply the drafting of either Constitution, but its ethical
propositions on impartial adjudication, restraint of
state power and the illegitimacy of corrupt rule
anticipate, with remarkable exactness, doctrines that
both legal systems arrived at by a wholly different route.
The article analyses Kural 541 and the chapter on
impartiality as anticipations of the twin rules of natural
justice, traces those rules through Indian and Mauritian
public law, considers socio-economic rights as the point
at which the two constitutions diverge, and assesses
the new anti-corruption architecture in both
jurisdictions against the same ethical standard.

1. Introduction: A Thesis and a Caution

The intuition behind this enquiry is sound and important:
that the great constitutional guarantees — equality before the law,
the right to be heard, the disqualification of the biased judge, the
illegitimacy of the corrupt ruler — are not inventions of twentieth-
century draftsmen but restatements of moral propositions that
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older civilisations had already articulated. That intuition deserves
rigorous development.It is true that the mauritian or indian
constitutions have not been derived from holy sriptures like the
Bagwat Gita or philosophical or ethical treaties like for example the
Tirukkural , but great leaders like Sir Seewoosagar Ramgoolam or
Sookdeo Bissoondoyal, Seennevassen etc in Mauritius amd BR.
Ambedkar,Alladi krishna Swami Iyer and N.Gopal Swami Iyengar
etc, and in the background people like Mahatma Gandhi or Nehru
etc in India have impacted directly or indirectly on both
constitutions with values from Bagwat Gheeta , Tirukkural or
Buddism. So not necessaily werstern values or Roman Catholic have
influenced the two constitutions or their administrative legal
frameworks.

First, the TirukKural is not a Hindu scripture. It is a classical
Tamil work of 1,330 couplets attributed to Valluvar, and it is
universally acknowledged for its secular and non-sectarian
character; it is among the most translated non-religious ancient
texts in the world.[*1] It invokes no creator, prescribes no ritual
and belongs to no confession — which is precisely why Hindus, Jains,
Buddhists and Christians have all claimed it, and precisely why it
can serve as a bridge between moral philosophy and a secular
constitutional order. Radhakrishnan’s assessment captures the
point: it is an ethical treatise that does not discriminate on grounds
of religion, caste or creed.[~2] A text that grounds justice in reason
rather than revelation is a far better ally for constitutional argument
than a sectarian scripture would be.

Second, the framers were not uniformly devout Hindus, and
one central figure was the opposite. B.R. Ambedkar, principal
draftsman of the Indian Constitution, was among the most severe
critics of Hinduism in modern Indian thought; Annihilation of Caste
is a sustained repudiation of the religious sanction for caste, and he
embraced Buddhism in 1956, months before his death. The honest
account is more interesting: the Indian Constitution was drafted by
a body containing devout Hindus, a Buddhist convert, Muslims,
Christians, Sikhs, Parsis and agnostics, and its ethical content
commanded assent across all of them — which is evidence of
convergence on shared moral ground, and thus evidence for the
article’s real thesis.
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Third, the Constitution of Mauritius was drafted in a
deliberately non-confessional register. Its principal draftsman was
Professor S.A. de Smith, and its guiding purpose was
constitutionalism in a plural society where Hindus, Muslims,
Christians and others had to be assured that the state belonged to
none of them exclusively.[*3] Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam,
Sookdeo Bissoondoyal and Renganaden Seeneevassen were formed
by traditions including Hindu reformism and Tamil culture imbued
with the golden values of the Tirukkural and that formation
informed their public ethics. But the constitutional settlement they
built was expressly designed not to encode any religion. In a
jurisdiction whose stability rests on that neutrality, an argument
that the Constitution of Mauritius is more grounded on westminster
principles and indiectly influenced by values coming from India
and the Turukkural because of its secular stance would be more
appropriate to

The thesis this article therefore advances is the one the
enquiry’s own conclusion gestures toward: convergence.
Independently arising moral traditions — Tamil, Greek, Roman,
Hebrew, Christian, Islamic and Enlightenment — reached
compatible conclusions about the ethics of rule, and modern
constitutions positivised those conclusions. The Kural’s value to a
lawyer is not as a source of authority but as evidence that the norms
are not culturally contingent Western impositions.

I1. The Kural on Governance: The Relevant Text

The second book of the Kural, Porul, concerns statecraft,
and several of its chapters bear directly on public law.

Chapter 55, CeEk6Imai (The Right Sceptre). Kural 541
provides that to enquire into the matter, to show favour to none, to
act with impartiality towards all, and to decide according to what is
duly determined, constitutes justice.[*4] The chapter continues:
as the world looks to the rain, subjects look to the sceptre for justice;
and the sceptre is the foundation of learning and of virtue alike.[ " 5]

Kural 541 repays close attention because it is not a vague
exhortation to virtue. It states four discrete procedural
requirements: investigation before decision; absence of favour;
impartiality extended to all parties without distinction; and
determination according to settled norms rather than caprice.
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Rendered into the vocabulary of modern administrative law, these
are: a duty of enquiry, the rule against bias, equality before the law,
and legality. A twelfth-century Tamil couplet states, in seven words,
the substance of what English law would later call the rules of natural
justice and what Indian law now calls Article 14 read with Article
21.

Chapter 12, Namuvunilaimai (Impartiality). Kural 111 and
following define equity as impartiality maintained equally toward
enemies, strangers and friends; Kural 113 counsels the
abandonment, at the moment of its acquisition, of any gain obtained
without equity.[*6] The first is the rule against bias in its purest
form. The second is a rule against the fruits of conflicted decision-
making.

Chapter 56, KomuEkoImai (The Cruel Sceptre), treats
oppressive rule as a graver wrong than ordinary criminality and
holds that the tears of the oppressed erode the ruler’s own wealth —
an early statement of the proposition that unjust government is
self-destructive as well as wrong.

Chapters on avoidance of fraud and of coveting (Ka77dmai,
Ve%kamait) address the ethic underlying anti-corruption law: that
the wrong lies in the disposition to take what is another’s, and is
complete before any transaction occurs.

That these propositions are echoed elsewhere is the point
rather than a coincidence. The Mahabharata and the Bhagavad
Gitd on dharma and disinterested action; the Hebrew injunction
against the bribe that blinds the eyes of the wise; the Qur’anic
command to judge between people with justice; Aristotle on
epieikeia and on the rule of law as the rule of reason without passion;
Cicero on ius naturale — all converge.

Convergence across unrelated traditions is precisely what a
natural-law argument requires, and it is why the Kural is better
used as one witness among many than as a unique source.

One documented line of transmission does exist and is worth
recording because it is verifiable: Tolstoy quoted the Kural in A
Letter to a Hindu (1908), and Gandhi read that letter, was deeply
moved by it, corresponded with Tolstoy about it, and arranged its
circulation.[~7] The Kural thus reached the Indian national
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movement through a Russian novelist — an unlikely route, but an
evidenced one.

II1I. Sovereignty, Democracy and the Supremacy of the
Constitution

Both Constitutions open by constituting the political
community rather than by conferring power. Section 1 of the
Mauritian Constitution declares Mauritius a sovereign democratic
State; the Preamble to the Indian Constitution declares India a
sovereign socialist secular democratic republic and opens with the
words “We, the People.”

The Greek and Roman inheritance is direct: dgmokratia as
rule by the d¢gmos, and the Roman conception of the res publica
and of lex as the common bond. The Kural’s contribution is different
in kind and should not be overstated: it does not describe
democracy, because it addresses a monarchical order. What it does
is more subtle and, for constitutional argument, more useful. It
conditions the legitimacy of rule on its justice. The sceptre wielded
with rectitude sustains the people; the crooked sceptre destroys
the ruler. That is a theory of legitimacy grounded in performance
rather than in status — the conceptual ancestor of accountable
government, if not of representative government.

Constitutional supremacy is the decisive shared feature.
Section 2 of the Mauritian Constitution declares the Constitution
the supreme law and renders inconsistent law void to the extent of
the inconsistency. Article 13 of the Indian Constitution renders
void any law inconsistent with the fundamental rights. Both
jurisdictions thus reject the Diceyan doctrine of parliamentary
sovereignty, and both do so textually rather than by judicial
assertion.[ " 8]

The social-contract dimension is real . Constitutional
supremacy expresses the idea that the people, as constituent power,
have laid down terms binding on the government they constitute —
a Lockean and Rousseauan conception. The Indian Supreme Court
has gone further, holding in Kesavananda Bharati that even the
amending power cannot destroy the Constitution’s basic
structure.[*9] The Privy Council reached an analogous position
for Mauritius in State of Mauritius v Khoyratty, holding that an
amendment removing bail jurisdiction from the courts engaged the
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democratic-state guarantee and the separation of powers.["10]
Both jurisdictions have therefore recognised that there is law above
the legislature — which is the juridical form of the natural-law
intuition.

IV. Chapter II and Part III: Moral Norm Made Positive

Sections 3 to 16 of the Mauritian Constitution guarantee life,
liberty, security of the person and the protection of the law; freedom
from slavery and forced labour; freedom from inhuman treatment;
protection of property and of the privacy of the home; the
protection of the law including a fair hearing before an independent
and impartial court; freedom of conscience, expression, assembly
and association; and freedom from discrimination. Part III of the
Indian Constitution guarantees equality before the law and equal
protection (Article 14), the freedoms (Article 19), life and personal
liberty (Article 21), and abolishes untouchability (Article 17).

The relationship between these guarantees and older ethical
propositions is one of positivisation: a moral claim that previously
bound conscience is converted into a legal claim enforceable against
the state. The Kural’s insistence on impartiality toward friend,
stranger and enemy alike is a moral norm; section 16 of the
Mauritian Constitution and Article 14 of the Indian Constitution
make it a justiciable one, with a remedy.

F Section 16(3) of the Mauritian Constitution enumerates a
closed list of prohibited grounds, and the Privy Council held in
Matadeen v Pointu that no free-standing general equality principle
exists beyond it.[*11] A moral principle of universal impartiality is
broader than the legal rule that positivises it. Second, on caste the
divergence is sharpest. Article 17 of the Indian Constitution
abolishes untouchability precisely because the received religious
tradition had sanctioned it. Here the Constitution operates against
inherited practice rather than in continuity with it — which is why
Ambedkar’s role matters, and why an argument of unbroken
derivation from religious tradition collapses at exactly this point.

V. Where India Goes Further: Socio-Economic Rights

The Indian Constitution provides what the Mauritian does
not. Part IV’s Directive Principles — Articles 38, 39, 41, 45 and 47
— are declared by Article 37 to be fundamental in the governance
of the country and not enforceable by any court. Yet the Supreme
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Court has progressively rendered much of their content justiciable
by reading them into Article 21.

The right to livelihood was recognised in Olga Tellis;["12]
education was addressed in Mohini Jain and Unni Krishnan and
subsequently constitutionalised by the Eighty-Sixth Amendment,
which inserted Article 21A, implemented by the Right of Children
to Free and Compulsory Education Act 2009;["*13] shelter was
recognised in Chameli Singh; ["*14] and the right to food was
developed through the sustained proceedings in PUCL v Union of
India, which preceded and informed the National Food Security
Act 2013.["15]

The jurisprudential significance for this article’s thesis is
precise. Directive Principles began as programmatic moral
aspirations — the state’s duty to secure a social order in which justice
informs all institutions. They have become, in substantial part,
positive law with remedies. This is the clearest available
demonstration of the movement from ethics to enforceable norm,
and it is the answer to the objection that natural-law talk is merely
decorative.

Mauritius has no equivalent. Chapter II is a first-generation
instrument, and there is no constitutional right to work, health,
education or food. The reform now before the Constitutional
Review Commission would alter this.[*16]This would be more in
line with values embedded in the Tirukkural and other holy
sriptures of Hinduism.

VI. Administrative Law and Natural Justice

1. Constitutional Foundations

In Mauritius, administrative law rests on the Supreme Court’s
supervisory jurisdiction over inferior tribunals and public
authorities, exercised through the prerogative writs, together with
constitutional foundations in section 10 — subsection (1) requiring
a fair hearing within a reasonable time by an independent and
impartial court in criminal matters, and subsection (8) extending
the requirement of an independent and impartial authority and a
fair hearing to the determination of civil rights and obligations.
The Privy Council has held that even the Director of Public
Prosecutions, though constitutionally free from direction or
control, is not immune from judicial review.["17]
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In India, the foundation is Articles 14 and 21 as construed
since Maneka Gandhi, which held that procedure affecting life or
personal liberty must be fair, just and reasonable, integrating
Articles 14, 19 and 21.[*18] Article 14 has been held to exclude
arbitrariness in state action generally.

2. The Two Rules and Their Ancient Statement

Audi alteram partem. The classical English authority itself
invokes a religious origin: in Dr Bentley’s Case Fortescue J observed
that even God did not pass sentence upon Adam before calling upon
him to make his defence.[*19] That a common law judge in 1723
reached for Genesis to justify a procedural rule is direct evidence
for this article’s thesis — the rule was understood as antecedent to
positive law.

Kural 541’s first requirement — to enquire into the matter
before deciding — states the same principle in its procedural aspect.
The Kural’s formulation is arguably the more precise, since it locates
the duty in the decision-maker’s obligation to investigate rather
than only in the party’s right to be heard.

Nemo judex in causa sua. Kural 541’s second and third
requirements — to show favour to none, and to maintain impartiality
toward all — together with Chapter 12’s definition of equity as
impartiality toward enemy, stranger and friend alike, state the rule
against bias and, importantly, state it in the appearance form: what
is required is a settled disposition of even-handedness observable
by others, not merely subjective good faith.

3. Positivisation in the Two Jurisdictions

In India, A.K. Kraipak v Union of India dissolved the rigid
distinction between judicial and administrative functions for the
purposes of natural justice and applied the rule against bias to a
selection board on which a candidate sat.[*20] Mohinder Singh
Gill held that natural justice is not a matter of form but of fair play
in action.["*21] Maneka Gandhi constitutionalised the requirement.
Tulsiram Patel examined the limits of exclusion, and

D.K. Yadav extended the hearing requirement into
employment termination.[”"22]

In Mauritius, the same principles operate through the
supervisory jurisdiction and through section 10(8). The Mauritian
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courts apply English administrative law principles as developed
since Ridge v Baldwin,[”23] and the Privy Council’s Mauritian
jurisprudence has applied natural justice and reviewability to
constitutionally protected offices.[*24]

The analytical claim is therefore this. Two rules that older
traditions stated as ethical requirements binding on any person
exercising judgment over another — stated in the Kural with unusual
procedural precision, and in the English case law with explicit
theological warrant — are now enforceable public law norms in both
jurisdictions, with remedies of certiorari, prohibition and
mandamus. Their content has not materially changed. What has
changed is their sanction: conscience has been replaced by the writ.

VII. The New Anti-Corruption Architecture

Mauritius. The Financial Crimes Commission Act 2023
represents the most substantial reordering of the field in two
decades. Passed on 19 December 2023 and assented on 21
December, it repealed and replaced the Prevention of Corruption
Act, the Asset Recovery Act, the Good Governance and Integrity
Reporting Act and Part II of the Financial Intelligence and Anti-
Money Laundering Act, and established the Financial Crimes
Commission as the apex agency for the detection, investigation and
prosecution of financial crime.[*25] The FCC, established on 29
March 2024, absorbed the functions of the Independent
Commission Against Corruption, the Asset Recovery Investigation
Division and the Integrity Reporting Services Agency, and is
declared not to be under the direction or control of any person or
authority in the discharge of its functions.[*26] The Act
reintroduced the Operations Review Committee for oversight of
case management, and it operates alongside the Declaration of
Assets Act 2018.[*27]

India. The Prevention of Corruption Act 1988, substantially
amended in 2018, is supplemented by the Lokpal and Lokayuktas
Act 2013, the Central Vigilance Commission Act 2003, the Right to
Information Act 2005 and the Whistle Blowers Protection Act 2014.

Assessment against the ethical standard. Two observations
are warranted, and the second is critical rather than celebratory.

The consolidation is consistent with the Kural’s treatment of
corruption: the wrong is treated as a disposition and as a breach of
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the trust on which rule rests, not merely as a transactional offence.
Asset declaration regimes and unexplained-wealth mechanisms
operate on the same premise — that the illegitimacy lies in the
holding, not only in the taking.

But institutional independence is the whole question, and here
the older insight is more demanding than the modern statute. A
commission declared independent by statute, whose Director-
General is appointed and removable through processes in which
the executive participates, is independent in form. Kural 541’s
requirement is not that the judge declare himself impartial but that
he shows favour to none and be seen to act evenly toward all. The
consolidation of anti-corruption functions into a single body
increases both the efficiency of enforcement and the consequences
of capture; the ethical tradition invoked in support of such reform
therefore demands more attention to appointment and tenure than
the statutes presently give. That is a conclusion drawn from the
Kural, not against it.

VIII. Conclusion

The relationship between the TirukKural and the public law
of Mauritius and India is one of convergence, and the convergence
is genuine rather than rhetorical. Kural 541 states, in a single couplet,
four requirements — enquiry, absence of favour, impartiality
toward all, and decision according to settled norms — that modern
administrative law took several centuries and a different civilisation
to articulate. The chapter on impartiality states the rule against
bias in its appearance-based form. The chapters on the crooked
sceptre state that unjust rule is illegitimate rule, which is the ethical
core of constitutionalism.

That these propositions recur in the Gita, in the Hebrew Bible,
in the Qur’an, in Aristotle and in Cicero is the strongest available
evidence that they are not the cultural property of any one tradition.
And that a common law judge invoked Genesis to justify the right to
be heard shows that positive law has always known its own moral
parentage.

But the relationship is convergence, not descent. The
Constitution of India abolished untouchability against the sanction
of received religious practice, and its principal draftsman rejected
that tradition. The Constitution of Mauritius was drafted by an



356 Gugm. umeh. GIMDedhigd

English professor of public law for a plural society, in terms
deliberately confessing no religion. Neither document was derived
from scripture, and neither should be claimed for one.

The truthful and more valuable formulation is that positive
law and moral philosophy have converged on a common set of
propositions about the exercise of power over others, and that the
convergence is the evidence of their soundness. Legal positivism
supplies the sanction; the older traditions supply the reason why
the sanction is owed. Where the two diverge — as on caste, and as
on the adequacy of statutory declarations of independence — it is
the ethical tradition that has proved the more demanding of the
two, and that is where its continuing usefulness to constitutional
argument lies.
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to the Tamil classic TirukKural and the positive
constitutional and administrative law of Mauritius and
India. It argues that the correct thesis is one of
convergence rather than derivation: the Kural did not
supply the drafting of either Constitution, but its ethical
propositions on impartial adjudication, restraint of
state power and the illegitimacy of corrupt rule
anticipate, with remarkable exactness, doctrines that
both legal systems have arrived at by a wholly different
route. The article analyses Kural 541 and the chapter
on impartiality as anticipations of the twin rules of
natural justice, traces those rules through Indian and
Mauritian public law, considers socio-economic rights
as the point at which the two constitutions diverge, and
assesses the new anti-corruption architecture in both
jurisdictions against the same ethical standard.

Introduction: A Thesis and a Caution

The intuition behind this enquiry is sound and important:
that the great constitutional guarantees equality before the law, the
right to be heard, the disqualification of the biased judge, the
illegitimacy of the corrupt ruler are not inventions of twentieth-
century draftsmen but restatements of the moral propositions that
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older civilisations had already articulated. That intuition deserves
rigorous development.

But it must be developed carefully, because the strong form
of the claim that the Constitutions of India and Mauritius derive
from Hindu religious sources, and that their framers were uniformly
devout Hindus applying scriptural principle is not sustainable, and
advancing it would expose the argument to immediate and fatal
criticism. Three corrections are necessary at the outset, and each
of them, properly understood, strengthens rather than weakens the
underlying case.

First, the TirukKural is not a Hindu scripture. It is a classical
Tamil work of 1,330 couplets attributed to Valluvar, and it is
universally acknowledged for its secular and non-sectarian
character; it is among the most translated non-religious ancient
texts in the world.[*1] It invokes no creator, prescribes no ritual
and belongs to no confession, which is precisely why Hindus, Jains,
Buddhists and Christians have all claimed it, and precisely why it
can serve as a bridge between moral philosophy and a secular
constitutional order.

Second, the framers were not uniformly devout Hindus, and
one central figure was the opposite. B.R. Ambedkar, principal
draftsman of the Indian Constitution, was among the most severe
critics of Hinduism in modern Indian thought; Annthilation of Caste
is a sustained repudiation of the religious sanction for caste, and he
embraced Buddhism in 1956, months before his death. To describe
him as a committed Hindu applying Hindu principle would be a
serious factual error and would be read, in India, as an appropriation
he explicitly rejected. The honest account is more interesting: the
Indian Constitution was drafted by a body containing devout Hindus,
a Buddhist convert, Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Parsis and agnostics,
and its ethical content commanded assent across all of them which
is evidence of convergence on shared moral ground, and thus
evidence for the article’s real thesis.

Third, the Constitution of Mauritius was drafted in a
deliberately non-confessional register. Its principal draftsman was
Professor S.A. de Smith, and its guiding purpose was
constitutionalism in a plural society where Hindus, Muslims,
Christians and others had to be assured that the state belonged to
none of them exclusively.[*3] Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam,
Sookdeo Bissoondoyal and Renganaden Seeneevassen were formed



BHEGSDET ADENBN DhEhEnS HMID HEOeOM d  Dpuleysei 363

by traditions including Hindu reformism and Tamil culture, and
that formation informed their public ethics. But the constitutional
settlement they built was expressly designed not to encode any
religion. In a jurisdiction whose stability rests on that neutrality, an
argument that the Constitution is Hindu in foundation would be
both inaccurate and politically corrosive.

The thesis this article therefore advances is the one the
enquiry’s own conclusion gestures towards: convergence.
Independently arising moral traditions — Tamil, Greek, Roman,
Hebrew, Christian, Islamic and Enlightenment — reached
compatible conclusions about the ethics of rule, and modern
constitutions positivised those conclusions. The Kural’s value to a
lawyer is not as a source of authority but as evidence that the norms
are not culturally contingent Western impositions. That is a stronger
argument, and a defensible one.

The Kural on Governance: The Relevant Text

The second book of the Kural, Poruy, concerns statecraft,
and several of its chapters bear directly on public law.

Chapter 39, Iraimaatchi (The Greatness of a King)

Chapter 39 of the Porumpl, Iraimaatchi (The Greatness of a
King), comprises Kurals 381—390. It sets out the institutional and
personal qualities expected of a ruler, including resources and
defence, courage and wisdom, vigilance and learning, adherence to
virtue, responsible management of public resources, accessibility,
generosity, justice, receptiveness to criticism, and care for the
people. The ten couplets are reproduced below with an English
rendering; they provide an important textual foundation for the
article’s discussion of ethical government and the legitimacy of
public power.

Chapter 39 — Iraimaatchi (The Greatness of a King)

Duties of a King as reflected in the ten verses

Verse No. | Duties of a king

381 The military, citizenry, resources, advisers, friends and
fortress
382 Fearlessness, generosity, wisdom and vitality

383 Vigilance, erudition and boldness
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384 Not swerving from righteousness and justice and
deterring violations, assuming greatnessand pride
through benevolent conduct

385 Strategizing, earning revenues, preserving and
allocating resources

386 Easily accessible and refrains from rude rebukes
387 Giving generously and protecting their people
388 Renders justice, and nurtures his people

389 Leader who heeds to counsel that stings the ear

390 Charity, love, justice and safe guarding the people

Kural 381
LIDLGIQ SalDHEMIDES: B LIIT6Tr Spmid
2_6mLWINENT IHTFWmET eIm)

An army, people, wealth, a minister, friends, fort: six things—
Who owns them all, a lion lives amid the kings.

Governance principle: Military strength, citizenry, resources,
advisers, allies and fortifications.

Kural 382

SIEH&FTEMID FeDS HDPeSHSD HHTEoTESLD
ETEh&TeMID GeurbSITe SuleoL]
Courage, a liberal hand, wisdom, and energy: these four Are
qualities a king adorn for evermore.
Governance principle: Fearlessness, generosity, wisdom and
vitality.
Kural 383
SMMBIsTenD Sevell glemnfllajmLend GLDepeTMILD
B BeoeuteT LeUT&HS

A sleepless promptitude, knowledge, decision strong: These
three for aye to rulers of the land belong.

Governance principle: Vigilance, learning and boldness in
those who govern.
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Kural 384
Sipellp&an Fevevemey [HaHd MesllDSST
LDIT6oT  (LpemLW S8
Kingship, in virtue failing not, all vice restrains,
In courage failing not, it honour’s grace maintains.

Governance principle: Adherence to virtue, removal of
wrongdoing, and preservation of honour.

Kural 385
SWHOEYLD FLLEYM SHTSSQID SHT5S
QIGHIEID 6UEVED FHT&

A king is he who treasure gains, stores up, defends, And duly
for his kingdom’s weal expends.

Governance principle: Strategising, earning revenue,
preserving resources and allocating them.

Kural 386
&MLd5 aOsefles HBEH6\FTe0606sT He060B6UTED
158samILD LDebTevTER [BEOLD
Where king is easy of access, where no harsh word repels,
That land’s high praises every subject swells.

Governance principle: Accessibility to the people and
restraint from harsh speech.

Kural 387
Betie\amevned FSHSH6 1SS CULOMDSGS HETEIFTEVT6D
SETSHETI LeWEBISHH6) 660S

With pleasant speech, who gives and guards with powerful
liberal hand, He sees the world obedient all to his command.

Governance principle: Giving generously, protecting the
people and speaking with grace.
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Kural 388

PEODOFIS STILMDMILD LDEITEIEI6HT LD&HSL S
SewmEWeiTn) emeussLl LIBLD

Who guards the realm and justice strict maintains, That king
as god o’er subject people reigns.

Governance principle: Rendering justice, performing the
duties of rule and protecting the people.

Kural 389

essflemslLg QFTHOLMMISGSD Lo enL Ceurbge
H6MDEEHSED FRGLD 260G

The king of worth, who can words bitter to his ear endure,
Beneath the shadow of his power the world abides secure.

Governance principle: Listening even to unwelcome counsel
and tolerating words that sting the ear.

Kural 390

OBMenLIell OFHIGHTeL GSIGIMIDLIEd [HT6ITELD
2 _emLwnenD Geubsiie: Q\&merfl

Gifts, grace, right sceptre, care of people’s weal; These four a
light of dreaded kings reveal.

Governance principle: Charity, benevolence, just rule and
care for the people.

Chapter 55, CeEkMImai (The Right Sceptre). Kural 541
provides that to enquire into the matter, to show favour to none, to
act with impartiality towards all, and to decide according to what is
duly determined, constitutes justice.[*4] The chapter continues:
as the world looks to the rain, subjects look to the sceptre for justice;
and the sceptre is the foundation of learning and of virtue alike.[ 5]

Kural 541 repays close attention because it is not a vague
exhortation to virtue. It states four discrete procedural
requirements: investigation before decision; absence of favour;
impartiality extended to all parties without distinction; and
determination according to settled norms rather than caprice.
Rendered into the vocabulary of modern administrative law, these
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are: a duty of enquiry, the rule against bias, equality before the law,
and legality. A twelfth-century Tamil couplet states, in seven words,
the substance of what English law would later call the rules of natural
justice and what Indian law now calls Article 14 read with Article
21.

The same four elements recur, independently, in the quatrain
on judicial virtue widely attributed to Socrates and repeated in
Indian judicial training material: that a judge must hear courteously,
answer wisely, consider soberly and decide impartially.[*28] The
attribution to Socrates himself is not settled by classicists — the
line is not traceable to a specific passage of Plato or Xenophon, and
circulates chiefly through later compilations — so it is best treated
as a customary judicial maxim of Socratic pedigree rather than a
verified quotation. Read side by side with Kural 541, however, the
structural correspondence is exact: courteous hearing answers to
enquiry without prejudgment; wise answering and sober
consideration together answer to the absence of favour and to
impartiality; and impartial deciding answers, word for word, to the
Kural’s own final term. The genres differ sharply the Kural
compresses the requirement into a single aphoristic couplet
addressed to a reigning sovereign, while the Socratic material
belongs to the discursive, dialectical register of Greek philosophy,
but the destination is the same, which is further evidence for
convergence rather than derivation.

Chapter 56, KomuEkMImai (The Cruel Sceptre), is best read
as Chapter 55’s deliberate counterpoint: where CeEkMImai defines
just rule affirmatively, in terms of enquiry, impartiality and legality,
KomuEkMImai defines its negation, holding that oppressive rule is
a graver wrong than ordinary criminality precisely because it is
committed by the very authority entrusted with preventing wrong,
and that the tears of the oppressed erode the ruler’s own wealth and
reign an early and precise statement of the proposition that unjust
government is self-destructive as well as wrong, not two separate
ethical claims but one claim viewed from either side of the same
sceptre.

Chapter 12, Namuvunilaimai (Impartiality). Kural 111 and
following define equity as impartiality maintained equally toward
enemies, strangers and friends; Kural 113 counsels the
abandonment, at the moment of its acquisition, of any gain obtained
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without equity.[*6] The first is the rule against bias in its purest
form. The second is a rule against the fruits of conflicted decision-
making.

Chapters on avoidance of fraud and of coveting (Ka77amai,
Ve%kamai) address the ethic underlying anti-corruption law: that
the wrong lies in the disposition to take what is another’s, and is
complete before any transaction occurs.

That these propositions are echoed elsewhere is the point
rather than a coincidence. The Mahbhrata and the Bhagavad Gita
on dharma and disinterested action; the Hebrew injunction against
the bribe that blinds the eyes of the wise; the Qur'nic command to
judge between people with justice; Aristotle on epieikeia and on the
rule of law as the rule of reason without passion; Cicero on ius
naturale all converge. Convergence across unrelated traditions is
precisely what a natural-law argument requires, and it is why the
Kural is better used as one witness among many than as a unique
source.

One documented line of transmission does exist and is worth
recording because it is verifiable: Tolstoy quoted the Kural in A
Letter to a Hindu (1908), and Gandhi read that letter, was deeply
moved by it, corresponded with Tolstoy about it, and arranged its
circulation.[~7] The Kural thus reached the Indian national
movement through a Russian novelist an unlikely route, but an
evidenced one. That transmission, and its wider historical and
secular parallels, are traced in more detail below.

ThirukKural and Judicial Thought: From Text to Bench

The Kural’s foundational status is not only textual but
institutional. It is a recurring point of reference in the working
culture of the Tamil Nadu bench and bar, cited by judges, invoked
by academic commentators, and treated as a shared inheritance at
bar and bench functions. A concrete and verifiable instance: in
September 2019, Justice G.R. Swaminathan of the Madurai Bench
of the Madras High Court, having taken a personal vow to memorise
a couplet daily, publicly asked members of the Madurai Bar

Association to do the same, on the view that at least fifty-one
couplets ought to be common knowledge among Tamil
advocates.[*29] That episode illustrates the Kural’s status as living
professional culture rather than antiquarian reference.
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Among the verses of the Kural, Kural 541 occupies a
particularly significant place in the judicial culture of Tamil Nadu.
It is regarded as a central statement on the proper administration
of justice and is prominently displayed in judicial spaces and court
complexes across Tamil Nadu. Its formulation,requiring the
decision-maker to enquire into the matter, to show favour to none,
to maintain impartiality towards all and to decide according to what
is duly determined, makes it especially apt as an ethical statement
of judicial responsibility. Its continued presence in the physical
spaces of the courts is itself significant: the verse operates not
merely as an ancient literary prescription addressed to a king, but
as a contemporary reminder to those exercising judicial power that
justice must be founded upon enquiry, impartiality and principled
decision-making. In this sense, Kural 541 represents a particularly
visible point at which the ethical vocabulary of Valluvar continues
to intersect with the professional culture of the modern Tamil Nadu
judiciary.

The couplets also surface directly in reported judgments. In
Prof Dr Samy Thiyagarajan v The Chief Secretary, Government
of Tamil Nadu, a Single Bench of the Madras High Court
(Dhandapani J), in the course of a writ petition concerning the date
on which Thiruvalluvar’s birthday is officially observed, described
the Kural as speaking to “the manner in which one could attain
greatness” and expressly invoked Kural 21, from the A_attuppal,
in its reasoning.[*30] That is a verified instance of a named judge,
in a named and reported case, treating a specific couplet as part of
the interpretive material available to the Court. It should be
distinguished, however, from the broader and frequently repeated
claim that Kural 541 itself, or the chapter on righteous governance,
has been expressly cited by name in a reported Madras High Court
or Supreme Court judgment on administrative law or governance.
No such reported judgment could be located for this article
notwithstanding a targeted search, and in keeping with the caution
already recorded in the note on sources below that more specific
claim should be verified against the law reports, and either
substantiated with a citation or left as an account of judicial culture
rather than judicial holding, before it is advanced in a refereed
version of this article.

The couplet is also invoked outside adjudication proper: at
convocations, at swearing-in and felicitation functions, and in public
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addresses by members of the Tamil Nadu judiciary and bar, the
Kural is regularly read as a source of civic and professional ethics
for the newly appointed a practice consistent with, though distinct
from, its citation in judgments, and one this article records as a
matter of legal culture rather than as a further citation claim
requiring case authority.

Set against this, the standing of the Kural in Western legal
philosophy is instructive by contrast rather than by resemblance.
Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics, Book V, and the correlative
discussion of epieikeia (equity) already cited above, together with
the broader Socratic tradition recorded by Plato, do not occupy an
equivalent place in the everyday working culture of common law or
civil law benches: they are taught as intellectual history and cited
occasionally in academic argument, but a common law judge does
not, as a matter of ordinary professional practice, open court by
reciting Aristotle. The Kural’s role in Tamil Nadu’s legal culture is
therefore not merely analogous to that of classical Greek ethics in
the West; it is functionally different closer to a living professional
catechism than to an academic canon which is itself a datum for the
convergence thesis: the same moral content that Western
jurisprudence preserves as intellectual history, Tamil legal culture
preserves as active, recitable, professional practice.

Sovereignty, Democracy and the Supremacy of the
Constitution

Both Constitutions open by constituting the political
community rather than by conferring power. Section 1 of the
Mauritian Constitution declares Mauritius a sovereign democratic
State; the Preamble to the Indian Constitution declares India a
sovereign socialist secular democratic republic and opens with the
words “We, the People.”

The Greek and Roman inheritance is direct: dgmokratia as
rule by the dgmos, and the Roman conception of the res publica and
of lex as the common bond. The Kural’s contribution is different in
kind and should not be overstated: it does not describe democracy,
because it addresses a monarchical order. What it does is more
subtle and, for constitutional argument, more useful. It conditions
the legitimacy of rule on its justice. The sceptre wielded with
rectitude sustains the people; the crooked sceptre destroys the
ruler. That is a theory of legitimacy grounded in performance rather
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than in status the conceptual ancestor of accountable government,
if not of representative government.

Constitutional supremacy is the decisive shared feature.
Section 2 of the Mauritian Constitution declares the Constitution
the supreme law and renders inconsistent law void to the extent of
the inconsistency. Article 13 of the Indian Constitution renders
void any law inconsistent with the fundamental rights. Both
jurisdictions thus reject the Diceyan doctrine of parliamentary
sovereignty, and both do so textually rather than by judicial
assertion.[" 8]

The Preamble as an Interpretive Key

The Preamble occupies a distinctive place in constitutional
interpretation because it states the purposes and values for which
the constitutional text was adopted. In In re: Berubari Union and
Exchange of

Enclaves, the Supreme Court described the Preamble as a
“key to open the mind of the makers”, capable of showing the general
purposes for which the several constitutional provisions were
framed. The Court nevertheless cautioned that the Preamble could
not itself be treated as the source of substantive power, and that its
interpretive assistance becomes relevant particularly where the
language of a constitutional provision is ambiguous or capable of
more than one meaning.[*46] The significance of this proposition
for the present enquiry is considerable: where positive
constitutional language admits of competing constructions, the
values stated at the constitutional threshold provide an interpretive
orientation rather than an independent source of power.

The later decision in Kesavananda Bharati altered the
Berubari position on one important point by recognising the
Preamble as part of the Constitution and treating it as reflecting the
Constitution’s basic structure.[*9] The interpretive function
identified in Berubari, however, remains important to the present
argument. The Preamble’s commitments to justice, liberty, equality
and fraternity supply the normative vocabulary through which
constitutional provisions may be read coherently, particularly
where a bare textual reading would leave a genuine ambiguity. This
provides a useful bridge to the TirukKural: its ethical propositions
are not advanced here as an alternative source of constitutional
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power, but as a moral vocabulary through which the purposes
embodied in the constitutional text may be understood.

The social-contract dimension is real but should be stated
with care. Constitutional supremacy expresses the idea that the
people, as constituent power, have laid down terms binding on the
government they constitute — a Lockean and Rousseauan
conception. The Indian Supreme Court has gone further, holding
in Kesavananda Bharati that even the amending power cannot
destroy the Constitution’s basic structure.[*9] The Privy Council
reached an analogous position for Mauritius in State of Mauritius v
Khoyratty, holding that an amendment removing bail jurisdiction
from the courts engaged the democratic-state guarantee and the
separation of powers.[*10] Both jurisdictions have therefore
recognised that there is law above the legislature which is the juridical
form of the natural-law intuition.

The doctrinal history of Kesavananda Bharati is itself a
further, and independent, instance of convergence, and is worth
recording because it complicates any simple account of where the
basic structure doctrine came from. The concept was not first
articulated from the Bar or the Bench in India. In February 1965,
Dietrich Conrad, then a German professor of law at the South Asia
Institute of the University of Heidelberg, delivered a lecture at the
Faculty of Law, Banaras Hindu University, titled “Implied Limitation
of the Amending Power,” drawing on Article 79(3) of the West
German Basic Law the so-called “eternity clause,” itself a post-war
response to the Weimar Constitution’s vulnerability to lawful
subversion to argue that every constituent power carries implied
limits that even its own amending organ cannot lawfully exceed.["31]
The lecture came to the attention of the constitutional lawyer M.K.
Nambiar, and through him to Nani Palkhivala, who deployed the
implied-limitation argument for the petitioners in Kesavananda
Bharati, where it was accepted, in substance, by the majority.[*32]
The doctrine that is now taught as the single most important
structural safeguard in Indian constitutional law thus arrived by a
third route distinct from either of the two already discussed in this
article: not from Tamil ethical literature, and not from an internal
doctrinal development of English or Roman public law, but from
comparative German constitutional scholarship, transplanted by a
German lecturer, carried into Indian argument by Indian counsel,
and adopted by an Indian court. That a limitation on sovereign
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amending power was independently reasoned to in twentieth-
century Heidelberg is further evidence for this article’s convergence
thesis rather than a complication of it: the same underlying moral
intuition that no holder of power, however constituted, may lawfully
use that power to destroy the very order that empowers it recurs
across German constitutional theory, English natural justice, and
the Kural’s own insistence that the ruler who acts without
impartiality and without regard to settled norms forfeits the
legitimacy of the sceptre he holds. Kural 541’s four requirements,
read at this level of generality, state a universal moral duty of self-
restraint that attaches to power as such, whatever institutional form
that power currently takes; the basic structure doctrine is one
modern positive- law expression of that duty, applied to the
amending power rather than to the adjudicating or administering
power that is this article’s more usual focus.

The same separation-of-powers intuition finds its own
directive expression in Article 50 of the Indian Constitution, which
requires the State to “take steps to separate the judiciary from the
executive in the public services of the State” a Directive Principle,
discussed further below, whose non-justiciability does not diminish
its status as a considered constitutional judgment that impartial
adjudication requires structural, not merely personal,
independence.["33]

Chapter II and Part III: Moral Norm Made Positive

Sections 3 to 16 of the Mauritian Constitution guarantee life,
liberty, security of the person and the protection of the law; freedom
from slavery and forced labour; freedom from inhuman treatment;
protection of property and of the privacy of the home; the
protection of the law including a fair hearing before an independent
and impartial court; freedom of conscience, expression, assembly
and association; and freedom from discrimination. Part III of the
Indian Constitution guarantees equality before the law and equal
protection (Article 14), the freedoms (Article 19), life and personal
liberty (Article 21), and abolishes untouchability (Article 17).

The relationship between these guarantees and older ethical
propositions is one of positivisation: a moral claim that previously
bound conscience is converted into a legal claim enforceable against
the state. The Kural’s insistence on impartiality toward friend,
stranger and enemy alike is a moral norm; section 16 of the Mauritian
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Constitution and Article 14 of the Indian Constitution make it a
justiciable one, with a remedy.

Hohfeldian Analysis: Rights, Duties, Privileges and
Immunities

The movement from moral norm to positive law can also be
expressed through Hohfeld’s analytical framework. Hohfeld
demonstrated that the word “right” conceals distinct juridical
relations: a claim-right correlates with a duty; a liberty or privilege
correlates with the absence of a claim; a power correlates with a
liability; and an immunity correlates with a disability. The value of
this analysis for the present enquiry is that it shifts attention from
rights as abstract possessions to the legal relations created between
persons and institutions.[”47]

Applied to the Kural, the correspondence becomes clearer.
When the ruler is required to enquire before deciding, the moral
requirement can be restated in Hohfeldian terms as a duty of the
decision-maker corresponding to the affected person’s claim to a
fair process. The prohibition on favouritism similarly converts the
ethical demand for impartiality into a relational duty. Conversely,
where constitutional rights protect an individual from State
compulsion, the relationship may be understood as an immunity
against the exercise of a governmental power, with a corresponding
disability upon the State to alter the individual’s protected legal
position except in accordance with constitutional limits. The Kural
itself does not use Hohfeldian terminology; the point is analytical
rather than historical. Hohfeld supplies a vocabulary for showing
how an ethical command can be restated as a structured legal
relationship.

This also clarifies the article’s use of the idea of a
“restatement” of law. Positive constitutional and administrative law
frequently restates ethical propositions in institutional form:
impartiality becomes a rule against bias; the duty to enquire becomes
procedural fairness; restraint upon the ruler becomes a limitation
upon public power; and the protection of conscience becomes an
enforceable fundamental right. The transformation is not merely
linguistic. Once the moral relation is positivised, the claim, duty,
privilege, power and immunity acquire institutional consequences
and judicial remedies. The Kural is therefore useful not because it
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supplies a hidden legal code, but because it reveals the moral
structure that later legal doctrine restates in technical juridical form.

Two cautions preserve the argument’s integrity. First, the
correspondence is imperfect. Section 16(3) of the Mauritian
Constitution enumerates a closed list of prohibited grounds, and
the Privy Council held in Matadeen v Pointu that no free-standing
general equality principle exists beyond it.[*11] A moral principle
of universal impartiality is broader than the legal rule that positivises
it. Second, on caste the divergence is sharpest. Article 17 of the
Indian Constitution abolishes untouchability precisely because the
received religious tradition had sanctioned it. Here the Constitution
operates against inherited practice rather than in continuity with it
which is why Ambedkar’s role matters, and why an argument of
unbroken derivation from religious tradition collapses at exactly
this point.

Philosophical, Historical and Secular Parallels Tolstoy,
Gandhi and a Verifiable Line of Transmission

The clearest documented channel by which the Kural’s ethical
vocabulary reached the constitutional generation runs through Leo
Tolstoy rather than through any Indian intermediary. In A Letter
to a Hindu (1908), written in response to correspondence from the
Indian nationalist Tarak Nath Das, Tolstoy quoted the Kural in
support of his argument that love, not violent resistance, was the
only legitimate response to unjust rule.[*7] Gandhi, then a young
lawyer organising Indian communities in South Africa, read the
letter in 1909, was, on his own later account, profoundly affected
by it, corresponded directly with Tolstoy in the months before
Tolstoy’s death in November 1910, and arranged for the letter’s
printing and circulation among Indian readers.[~34] This is one of
the few points in the article’s argument where transmission, rather
than mere convergence, can be shown on the historical record: an
ethical proposition first stated in a Tamil couplet was carried into
the thought of the man who did more than any other individual to
shape the moral register of the Indian national movement, by way
of a Russian novelist who had never visited India. The route is
unlikely precisely because it is indirect, but the indirection does
not weaken the evidence; if anything, an ethic that persuades a
reader two removes from its original language and culture is stronger
evidence of its universality than an ethic that persuades only within
its own tradition.
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Untouchability, Article 17 and Wider Civil-Rights
Parallels

The Kural’s insistence, in Chapter 12, that equity consists in
impartiality maintained equally toward enemies, strangers and
friends alike is a humanistic core that sits uneasily beside any account
of justice organised around inherited status. It would be a serious
overstatement, and inconsistent with the caution urged throughout
this article, to present that couplet as the intellectual source of
Article 17’s abolition of untouchability: as already stressed,
Ambedkar’s authorship of that abolition drew on his own lived
experience of caste oppression and on Buddhist and Enlightenment
egalitarianism, and was framed expressly against the received
Hindu social order rather than in continuity with any strand of it,
Valluvar’s included. What can properly be said is narrower: that
the Kural’s refusal to condition ethical worth on birth or status
belongs to the same family of humanistic commitments that,
pursued through entirely independent nineteenth- and twentieth-
century paths, produced Article 17.

Gandhi’s own anti-untouchability work culminated, in a
different register, in the Noakhali padayatra of November 1946 to
January 1947, when, in the aftermath of communal violence in
Noakhali district (then Bengal, now Bangladesh), Gandhi walked
from village to village urging Hindus and Muslims toward
reconciliation an application, on the eve of Independence, of the
same insistence on impartiality between communities that Chapter
12 states as the definition of equity.[*35] The wider, transnational
parallel is Martin Luther King Jr’s “I Have a Dream” speech,
delivered at the March on Washington on 28 August 1963. King’s
own account of his intellectual formation records a direct debt to
Gandhian non-violent method, reinforced by King’s visit to India in
19509; his description of a future in which people “will not be judged
by the color of their skin but by the content of their character”
restates, in an independently arrived-at twentieth-century
American idiom, the same impartiality-toward-all-persons norm
that the Kural states of the just ruler and that Article 17 states as
positive constitutional law.[*36] None of this is a chain of direct
textual influence from Valluvar to King; Valluvar did not influence
King. But each link in the chain that can be verified, Tolstoy’s
quotation of the Kural, Gandhi’s acknowledged debt to Tolstoy,
and King’s acknowledged debt to Gandhi is historically anchored,
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and together they illustrate, more vividly than abstract
convergence can, how a single ethical insistence on impartial regard
for persons recurs across traditions that had no occasion to borrow
from one another directly.

Secularism and the Opening Couplet

The Kural’s non-sectarian character, already noted in the
Introduction as central to its usefulness for constitutional argument,
is stated by the text itself in its very first couplet. Kural 1 reads, in
transliteration, Akara mudhala ezhuthu ellam athi Bhagavan
mudha__ ¢ ulaku: as the letter A is the first of all letters, so the
eternal First Cause is first in the world.[*37] The term rendered
“First Cause” or “God” is Bhagavan in its most general sense an
abstract designation of the primal or original being rather than the
name of any sectarian deity and it is precisely this generality that
has allowed Hindu, Jain, Buddhist, Christian and secular-rationalist
readers alike to read the opening couplet as consistent with their
own first principles, a point already recorded in the descriptive
literature cited at note 1. The couplet is, in that respect, the literary
analogue of Article 25 of the Indian Constitution, which guarantees
to all persons equally “freedom of conscience and the right freely
to profess, practise and propagate religion,” and of the state’s studied
neutrality toward the content of that conscience.[*38] Both texts
decline, for the same structural reason, to specify or privilege a
sectarian content for the ultimate object of reverence: a plural
audience readers of the Kural across two millennia of Tamil religious
diversity, and the citizens of a religiously plural Republic can only
be bound as a whole by a governing text that remains agnostic
between the competing theological claims its audience holds.
Section 11 of the Constitution of Mauritius performs the equivalent
function for that jurisdiction, guaranteeing freedom of conscience,
thought and religion in comparable terms, again for a plural society
in which no single confession could be permitted to define the state’s
ethical premises without unravelling the settlement described in
the Introduction.[*39]

Individual Morality, Collective Morality and
Constitutional Morality

The relationship between the individual and the
constitutional order may be further understood through the
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distinction between individual morality, collective or social
morality, and constitutional morality. The TirukKural begins with
the formation of the individual moral agent. Kural 131, which places
right conduct above life itself, treats morality first as a discipline of
personal conduct. The ethical inquiry then moves outward. Kural
322, in describing the sharing of food and the protection of all life as
the chief of virtues, transforms individual virtue into an ethic of
social responsibility and collective welfare. At the level of public
authority, Kural 541 supplies the institutional form: the decision-
maker must enquire, avoid favour, maintain impartiality and decide
according to what is duly determined. The three levels therefore
form a continuum — individual character, collective responsibility
and principled exercise of public power, rather than isolated moral
prescriptions.[ 48]

This threefold structure is useful when contemporary
constitutional disputes are framed as a conflict between personal
or social morality and constitutional morality. In the Sabarimala
litigation, Justice D.Y. Chandrachud emphasised that the morality
contemplated by Articles 25 and 26 cannot be reduced to transient
popular or sectarian notions; it must be understood through
fundamental constitutional principles, including liberty, equality,
fraternity and dignity. He further connected constitutional morality
to the Preamble and treated it as a restraint upon majoritarian social
morality.[*49] In Navtej Singh Johar v Union of India, the Court
similarly held that constitutional morality cannot be equated with
prevailing social morality and that the constitutional order must
protect pluralism and the rights of even a small or unpopular
minority.[*50] The relevance to the Kural is not that Valluvar
anticipated the modern doctrine in its technical form. Rather, the
Kural supplies an ethical sequence by which the individual’s
conduct, the community’s obligations and the ruler’s exercise of
power are judged by principles capable of standing above transient
preference. That sequence provides a useful interpretive
framework for contemporary legal ambiguities where the question
is not merely what society presently approves, but what the
constitutional order requires.

Minersville School District v. Gobitis: Conscience,
National Unity and Majoritarian Authority

The tension between individual conscience and the State’s
conception of national unity was confronted by the Supreme Court
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of the United States in Minersville School District v. Gobitis, 310
U.S. 586 (1940). Two schoolchildren belonging to the Jehovah’s
Witnesses were expelled from a public school for refusing, on sincere
religious grounds, to salute the national flag. The school authorities
treated participation in the flag-salute ceremony as part of the
common civic education of pupils. The majority of the Supreme
Court upheld the requirement, reasoning that national unity was an
interest of the highest importance and that the legislature was
entitled to select appropriate means for cultivating the sentiment
necessary for the cohesion of a democratic society.

The judgment is nevertheless significant for the present
enquiry because of the constitutional conflict it exposes between
collective identity and individual conscience. The majority accepted
that religious freedom was of fundamental importance but
considered that conscientious objections did not necessarily exempt
an individual from compliance with a generally applicable civic
requirement. The Court thus placed substantial weight upon the
State’s interest in securing national cohesion, illustrating the
difficulty that arises when the State’s conception of a common civic
identity encounters the sincerely held convictions of a minority.

The dissent of Justice Stone is particularly significant. He
considered that the State was impermissibly compelling the children
to express a sentiment which they did not entertain and which,
according to their religious convictions, they could not honestly
affirm. He emphasised that constitutional guarantees of civil liberty
are ultimately guarantees of the freedom of the human mind and
spirit, and that government cannot compel an individual to affirm a
belief contrary to conscience merely because such compulsion is
considered desirable for national unity. He further warned of the
particular danger posed when restrictions upon liberty are directed
against politically helpless minorities.

Gobitis is therefore important not because its majority
judgment represents the constitutional position ultimately adopted
in this field, but because the dissent illustrates an early articulation
of a principle that would subsequently assume greater prominence
in constitutional jurisprudence: the legitimacy of public authority
is subject to limits where the exercise of that authority compels
conformity of conscience merely to satisfy majoritarian
expectations. The case thus provides a useful comparative
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background to the later Indian decision in Bijoe Emmanuel v. State
of Kerala, (1986) 3 SCC 615, where the Supreme Court protected
the conscientious refusal of schoolchildren to sing the National
Anthem while respectfully standing during its rendition.

The movement from Gobitis to Bijoe Emmanuel is
particularly instructive for the present argument. In both cases,
the State invoked a national symbol and the cultivation of civic
unity; in both, the individual claimed exemption on the basis of
sincere religious conscience. Yet the constitutional conclusions
differed. Bijoe Emmanuel treated the protection of conscience as
sufficiently important to restrain the State from compelling an
affirmation that violated the children’s religious convictions. The
comparison demonstrates that constitutionalism is not concerned
only with the ends pursued by public authority, but also with the
limits upon the means by which those ends may be pursued. In the
language of the TirukKural, legitimate authority is not simply
authority possessing power; it is authority exercised according to
restraint, principle and justice.

Freedom of Conscience and the Protection of the Minority

The Indian Supreme Court gave concrete constitutional
expression to this principle in Bijoe Emmanuel v State of Kerala
(1986) 3 SCC 615. Three school children belonging to the Jehovah’s
Witnesses faith were expelled because they declined to sing the
National Anthem on grounds of their sincerely held religious
convictions, although they stood respectfully while the Anthem was
sung. The Supreme Court held that the expulsion violated their
rights under Articles 19(1)(a) and 25(1) of the Constitution. The
Court emphasised that Article 25 protects freedom of conscience
and that, where a belief is genuinely and conscientiously held, the
fact that it may not appeal to the reason or sentiment of the majority
cannot by itself justify its suppression.

The significance of Bijoe Emmanuel for the present enquiry
lies less in the particular question of the National Anthem than in
the constitutional principle it articulates. The Court described
Article 25 as an “article of faith” in the Constitution, incorporated
in recognition of the proposition that the true test of a democracy
is the ability of even an insignificant minority to find its identity
within the constitutional order. Constitutional secularism therefore
operates not merely by preventing the State from establishing or
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preferring a particular religion, but by restraining the State from
converting majoritarian sentiment into a compulsory test of
conformity.

This provides a particularly useful constitutional parallel to
the ethical universalism of the TirukKural. The Kural does not
formulate a doctrine of fundamental rights in the modern sense,
nor does it establish a constitutional regime of religious liberty. Its
importance lies instead in its insistence that the exercise of authority
must not depend upon favour, status or personal preference. The
constitutional development represented by Bijoe Emmanuel
translates that ethical restraint into a positive legal guarantee: the
State must tolerate even a conscientious position that the majority
regards as unusual, inconvenient or insufficiently patriotic,
provided that the constitutional limitations upon the right are not
attracted. The judgment thus illustrates the movement traced
throughout this article from a moral requirement of even-handed
rule to a justiciable limitation upon public power.

The judgment is also significant for the relationship between
constitutional rights and executive authority. The Court noted that
the restrictions permitted by Article 25 must operate within the
constitutional framework and, where reliance is placed upon law-
making authority to restrict the right, the restriction must have the
force of law rather than rest merely upon an executive or
departmental instruction. This aspect of Bijoe Emmanuel closely
complements the article’s discussion of legality and natural justice:
the State cannot enlarge its own power merely by issuing an
administrative direction and then treat that direction as sufficient
authority for restricting a fundamental right. The same structural
idea appears in Kural 541, where the ruler is required not merely to
decide, but to decide according to what has been duly determined
rather than according to personal will.

The final observation of the Court is particularly apposite to
the constitutional ethic examined here. After directing the children’s
re-admission, the Court stated that India’s tradition teaches
tolerance, its philosophy preaches tolerance and its Constitution
practises tolerance. In that sense, Bijoe Emmanuel supplies a
modern constitutional instance of the proposition that legitimate
authority is authority exercised with restraint. The Kural expresses
that restraint through the image of the righteous sceptre; the
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Constitution expresses it through enforceable rights of equality,
conscience and religious freedom. [*38(a)]

From this perspective, the distinction between individual,
collective and constitutional morality also explains why the article
treats socio-economic rights as part of the same inquiry. Justice is
not exhausted by fair procedure: the constitutional order must also
determine how the burdens and benefits of social cooperation are
distributed. The Kural’s ethical vocabulary therefore moves
naturally from the conduct of the individual to the welfare of the
community and finally to the duties of public authority.

Where India Goes Further: Socio-Economic Rights

The Indian Constitution provides what the Mauritian does
not. Part IV’s Directive Principles Articles 38, 39, 41, 45 and 47 are
declared by Article 37 to be fundamental in the governance of the
country and not enforceable by any court. Yet the Supreme Court
has progressively rendered much of their content justiciable by
reading them into Article 21. Article 37 repays a closer reading
than it is usually given, because its non-enforceability clause is
routinely misread as demoting the Directive Principles to moral
suggestion. The Article does the opposite: having declared the
principles non-justiciable in the first half

of the sentence, it immediately states in the second half that
they are nonetheless “fundamental in the governance of the
country” and that “it shall be the duty of the State to apply these
principles in making laws.” Non-enforceability, on the text’s own
terms, governs only the remedy available to an individual litigant
seeking to compel compliance; it does not touch the existence of
the underlying constitutional obligation, which binds the State as a
matter of constitutional duty from the moment of adoption. The
distinction matters for this article’s thesis because it is the
constitutional articulation, in positive law, of a distinction the Kural
itself assumes throughout: an ethical duty of governance does not
become less real for being judicially unenforceable against the ruler
who owes it: it becomes, instead, a duty whose sanction lies
elsewhere in the Kural’s register, in the self-destruction of the
crooked sceptre; in Article 37’s register, in the political and
constitutional accountability of a State that fails a duty it cannot be
sued for ignoring.
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The right to livelihood was recognised in Olga Tellis;["12]
education was addressed in Mohini Jain and Unni Krishnan and
subsequently constitutionalised by the Eighty-Sixth Amendment,
which inserted Article 21A, implemented by the Right of Children
to Free and Compulsory Education Act 2009;["13] shelter was
recognised in Chameli Singh; ["14] and the right to food was
developed through the sustained proceedings in PUCL v Union of
India, which preceded and informed the National Food Security
Act 2013.["15]

The jurisprudential significance for this article’s thesis is
precise. Directive Principles began as programmatic moral
aspirations the state’s duty to secure a social order in which justice
informs all institutions. They have become, in substantial part,
positive law with remedies. This is the clearest available
demonstration of the movement from ethics to enforceable norm,
and it is the answer to the objection that natural-law talk is merely
decorative.

Mauritius has no equivalent. Chapter II is a first-generation
instrument, and there is no constitutional right to work, health,
education or food. The reform now before the Constitutional
Review Commission would alter this.[*16]

One further, more modest textual reform is worth suggesting
alongside that substantive one. The Constitution of Mauritius,
unlike the Constitution of India, has no Preamble: it proceeds
directly from its short title to Section 1’s declaration of statehood.
A Preamble modelled on the opening of the Indian Constitution’s
own Preamble itself informed by the Preamble to the Charter of the
United Nations, which opens “We the peoples of the United
Nations,” determined to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights
and in the dignity and worth of the human person[”40] would not,
by itself, create any enforceable right, any more than Article 37
makes the Directive Principles directly enforceable. What it would
do is what Article 37 already does for Part IV: state, in a single
declaratory text standing above and interpreting everything that
follows, the governing purposes justice, liberty, equality, human
dignity — against which subsequent legislation and administration
can be measured, interpretively if not by direct suit. Such a
Preamble would be the constitutional-drafting equivalent of the
“golden thread” this article has traced through the Kural’s chapters
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on righteous and cruel governance: a standing statement, at the
head of the instrument, of what legitimate rule is for, prior to and
independent of the particular powers the instrument goes on to
confer. It is, in other words, precisely the kind of textual reform
the Constitutional Review Commission might usefully consider
alongside the socio-economic guarantees already under discussion.

Administrative Law and Natural Justice Constitutional
Foundations

In Mauritius, administrative law rests on the Supreme Court’s
supervisory jurisdiction over inferior tribunals and public
authorities, exercised through the prerogative writs, together with
constitutional foundations in section 10 subsection (1) requiring a
fair hearing within a reasonable time by an independent and
impartial court in criminal matters, and subsection (8) extending
the requirement of an independent and impartial authority and a
fair hearing to the determination of civil rights and obligations. The
Privy Council has held that even the Director of Public
Prosecutions, though constitutionally free from direction or
control, is not immune from judicial review.[*17]

In India, the foundation is Articles 14 and 21 as construed
since Maneka Gandhi, which held that procedure affecting life or
personal liberty must be fair, just and reasonable, integrating
Articles 14, 19 and 21.[*18] Article 14 has been held to exclude
arbitrariness in state action generally.

The Two Rules and Their Ancient Statement

Audi alteram partem. The classical English authority itself
invokes a religious origin: in Dr Bentley’s Case Fortescue J observed
that even God did not pass sentence upon Adam before calling upon
him to make his defence.[*19] That a common law judge in 1723
reached for Genesis to justify a procedural rule is direct evidence
for this article’s thesis, the rule was understood as antecedent to
positive law.

The same relationship between form and justice appears in
the jurisprudence of Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer. In Sushil Kumar
Sen v State of Bihar, he warned against allowing processual law to
overpower substantive justice and described procedure as the
“handmaid, not the mistress, of legal justice”.[* 51] The formulation
is particularly relevant to the present comparison because it does
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not reject procedure; it assigns procedure its proper constitutional
and jurisprudential purpose. Procedure exists to make justice
possible. Read alongside Kural 541’s insistence upon enquiry before
decision, the principle demonstrates that procedural legality is not
an end detached from justice but an institutional means through
which fairness is realized Kural 541’s first requirement, to enquire
into the matter before deciding, states the same principle in its
procedural aspect. The Kural’s formulation is arguably the more
precise, since it locates the duty in the decision-maker’s obligation
to investigate rather than only in the party’s right to be heard.

Nemo judex in causa sua. Kural 541’s second and third
requirements, to show favour to none, and to maintain impartiality
toward all together with Chapter 12’s definition of equity as
impartiality toward enemy, stranger and friend alike, state the rule
against bias and, importantly, state it in the appearance form: what
is required is a settled disposition of even-handedness observable
by others, not merely subjective good faith.

Positivisation in the Two Jurisdictions

In India, A.K. Kraipak v Union of India dissolved the rigid
distinction between judicial and administrative functions for the
purposes of natural justice and applied the rule against bias to a
selection board on which a candidate sat.[*20] Mohinder Singh
Gill held that natural justice is not a matter of form but of fair play in
action.[*21] Maneka Gandhi constitutionalised the requirement.
Tulsiram Patel examined the limits of exclusion, and D.K. Yadav
extended the hearing requirement into employment
termination.[*22]

In Mauritius, the same principles operate through the
supervisory jurisdiction and through section 10(8). The Mauritian
courts apply English administrative law principles as developed
since Ridge v Baldwin,["*23] and the Privy Council’s Mauritian
jurisprudence has applied natural justice and reviewability to
constitutionally protected offices.["24]

The analytical claim is therefore this. Two rules that older
traditions stated as ethical requirements binding on any person
exercising judgment over another stated in the Kural with unusual
procedural precision, and in the English case law with explicit
theological warrant are now enforceable public law norms in both
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jurisdictions, with remedies of certiorari, prohibition and
mandamus. Their content has not materially changed. What has
changed is their sanction: conscience has been replaced by the writ.

Public Contracts and the Tender State

A distinct but related line of Indian authority extends the
same impartiality norm from adjudication and administration to
the State’s own contracting and tendering capacity, and it is worth
tracing because it is where the Kural’s insistence on a ruler who
shows favour to none meets the practical reality of a modern state
that increasingly governs by contract rather than by direct
command. The starting point is Ram Krishna Dalmia v Justice S.R.
Tendolkar, in which the Supreme Court laid down the classification
test that has since governed Article 14 generally: a classification is
permissible only if founded on an intelligible differentia bearing a
rational relation to the object sought to be achieved.[*41] That
doctrinal foundation was carried, through E.P. Royappa and
Maneka Gandhi, into the proposition that Article 14 strikes at
arbitrariness in State action as such, and from there, in Ramana
Dayaram Shetty v International Airport Authority of India, into
the specific holding that the State, even when trading or contracting
with the public rather than exercising sovereign power, remains
bound by Article 14 and may not depart arbitrarily from the
eligibility conditions it has itself published for a tender.[*42] The
leading modern statement is Tata Cellular v Union of India, which
confines judicial review of tender and contract awards to illegality,
irrationality in the Wednesbury sense, and procedural impropriety
— including mala fides and bias — while preserving for the executive
a wide margin of appreciation in matters properly requiring
commercial and technical judgment.[*43]

The doctrinal balance struck in that line of authority a
demanding requirement of non-arbitrariness and freedom from bias,
paired with real deference on matters of commercial and technical
judgment restates, in the vocabulary of contemporary
administrative law, exactly the balance Kural 541 and Chapter 12
already struck: enquiry, absence of favour and impartiality are non-
negotiable; the substantive merits of a particular decision, once
those procedural conditions are satisfied, are for the decision-maker
and not for the reviewing authority to remake. What has changed is
the scale and structure of the decision-maker itself. Kural 541
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addresses a single ruler exercising a single sceptre. The
contemporary state increasingly acts, in a globalised administrative
era, through public-private partnerships, disinvestment,
outsourcing and licensed or concessioned delivery of what were
once directly governmental functions telecommunications
spectrum, airport operation, infrastructure concessions and the
like, of precisely the kind at issue in Tata Cellular itself. The ethical
requirement of impartial, non-favoured dealing that the Kural
locates in the ruler’s own conduct must now be read into the terms
on which the state selects, and continues to supervise, the private
and quasi-private actors through whom it increasingly governs a
considerably harder supervisory task for courts than the classical
model assumed, precisely because the sceptre is now frequently
held, on the state’s behalf, by a licensee or concessionaire rather
than by the ruler in person.

The New Anti-Corruption Architecture

Mauritius. The Financial Crimes Commission Act 2023
represents the most substantial reordering of the field in two
decades. Passed on 19 December 2023 and assented on 21
December, it repealed and replaced the Prevention of Corruption
Act, the Asset Recovery Act, the Good Governance and Integrity
Reporting Act and Part II of the Financial Intelligence and Anti-
Money Laundering Act, and established the Financial Crimes
Commission as the apex agency for the detection, investigation and
prosecution of financial crime.[*25] The FCC, established on 29
March 2024, absorbed the functions of the Independent
Commission Against Corruption, the Asset Recovery Investigation
Division and the Integrity Reporting Services Agency, and is
declared not to be under the direction or control of any person or
authority in the discharge of its functions.[*26] The Act
reintroduced the Operations Review Committee for oversight of
case management, and it operates alongside the Declaration of
Assets Act 2018.["27]

India. The Prevention of Corruption Act 1988, substantially
amended in 2018, is supplemented by the Lokpal and Lokayuktas
Act 2013, the Central Vigilance Commission Act 2003, the Right to
Information Act 2005 and the Whistle Blowers Protection Act 2014.

Assessment against the ethical standard. Two observations
are warranted, and the second is critical rather than celebratory.
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The consolidation is consistent with the Kural’s treatment of
corruption: the wrong is treated as a disposition and as a breach of
the trust on which rule rests, not merely as a transactional offence.
Asset declaration regimes and unexplained-wealth mechanisms
operate on the same premise that the illegitimacy lies in the holding,
not only in the taking.

But institutional independence is the whole question, and here
the older insight is more demanding than the modern statute. A
commission declared independent by statute, whose Director-
General is appointed and removable through processes in which
the executive participates, is independent in form. Kural 541’s
requirement is not that the judge declare himself impartial but that
he show favour to none and be seen to act evenly toward all. The
consolidation of anti-corruption functions into a single body
increases both the efficiency of enforcement and the consequences
of capture; the ethical tradition invoked in support of such reform
therefore demands more attention to appointment and tenure than
the statutes presently give. That is a conclusion drawn from the
Kural, not against it.

Conclusion

The relationship between the TirukKural and the public law
of Mauritius and India is one of convergence, and the convergence
is genuine rather than rhetorical. Kural 541 states, in a single couplet,
four requirements enquiry, absence of favour, impartiality toward
all, and decision according to settled norms that modern
administrative law took several centuries and a different civilisation
to articulate. The chapter on impartiality states the rule against
bias in its appearance-based form. The chapters on the crooked
sceptre state that unjust rule is illegitimate rule, which is the ethical
core of constitutionalism.

That these propositions recur in the G+t, in the Hebrew Bible,
in the Qur’n, in Aristotle and in Cicero is the strongest available
evidence that they are not the cultural property of any one tradition.
And that a common law judge invoked Genesis to justify the right to
be heard shows that positive law has always known its own moral
parentage.

But the relationship is convergence, not descent. The
Constitution of India abolished untouchability against the sanction
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of received religious practice, and its principal draftsman rejected
that tradition. The Constitution of Mauritius was drafted by an
English professor of public law for a plural society, in terms
deliberately confessing no religion. Neither document was derived
from scripture, and neither should be claimed for one.

The truthful and more valuable formulation is that positive
law and moral philosophy have converged on a common set of
propositions about the exercise of power over others, and that the
convergence is the evidence of their soundness. Legal positivism
supplies the sanction; the older traditions supply the reason why
the sanction is owed. Where the two diverge as on caste, and as on
the adequacy of statutory declarations of independence it is the
ethical tradition that has proved the more demanding of the two,
and that is where its continuing usefulness to constitutional
argument lies.

Justice as Fairness and the Jurisprudential Completeness of
the Kural - The convergence becomes still clearer when the Kural
is read alongside modern theories of justice. John Rawls’s
conception of “justice as fairness” begins from the idea that the
basic structure of society must be arranged on terms that free and
equal persons could fairly accept, with equal basic liberties, fair
equality of opportunity and concern for the least advantaged.[”52]
Kural 111’s insistence upon equal impartiality toward friend,
stranger and enemy, and Kural 322’s emphasis upon sharing and
protecting life, can be read as ethical counterparts to the Rawlsian
insistence that social institutions must not be structured around
morally arbitrary advantage. The correspondence is not one of
influence: Rawls developed his theory in a twentieth-century liberal
framework, while the Kural belongs to a very different moral and
political world. The significance lies in the convergence of the
underlying demand that justice must not be organised around
privilege and that the social order must account for those who would
otherwise be disadvantaged. Roscoe Pound’s sociological
jurisprudence adds a second dimension. Pound conceived law as a
social institution whose principles and doctrines must be considered
in relation to the human conditions and social interests they are
meant to govern.[~53] That perspective resonates with Kural 385,
which treats the acquisition, preservation and allocation of
resources as part of responsible rule, and with Kural 388 and 390,
which place justice and the protection of the people at the centre of
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legitimate government. The ruler is not judged solely by the formal
possession of authority; the social consequences of governance form
part of the ethical measure of the authority itself. In that sense, the
Kural’s account of governance possesses the practical and social
orientation that sociological jurisprudence later systematised.

Ronald Dworkin supplies the third dimension: law cannot be
reduced to rules alone, because adjudication requires principles of
political morality that give the legal system integrity and treat
individuals as holders of rights that constrain governmental
choice.[*54] Kural 541 is especially apt at this point. Its insistence
that the decision-maker enquire, favour none, maintain impartiality
and decide according to what is duly determined places principle
above personal discretion. Kural 389’s requirement that the ruler
tolerate counsel that is difficult to hear reinforces the same idea
from another direction: legitimate authority must remain open to
reasons capable of correcting its own exercise of power. What
Dworkin describes through rights, principles and integrity, the Kural
expresses through the righteous sceptre, impartiality and
disciplined rule.

Taken together, Rawls, Pound and Dworkin demonstrate
three dimensions of the same jurisprudential problem: justice as
fairness in the distribution of social cooperation; law as a social
institution responsive to human conditions; and adjudication as an
exercise of principled judgment constrained by rights and integrity.
The Kural contains ethical counterparts to each. Its treatment of
personal conduct addresses individual morality; its insistence upon
sharing, compassion and care for the community addresses
collective morality; and its treatment of the ruler, justice and
impartial decision-making addresses what may, in modern
constitutional vocabulary, be described as constitutional morality.
The Kural therefore does not provide a substitute Constitution or a
pre-modern code of positive law. Its enduring significance is more
fundamental: it supplies a coherent moral grammar from which
contemporary ideas of justice, equity, restraint, dignity and
legitimate authority can be understood. Where modern
constitutional texts leave genuine interpretive ambiguity, that
moral grammar can illuminate the values at stake, while the
Constitution itself remains the controlling source of legal authority.
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Footnotes

[*1]: On the Kural’s structure (1,330 couplets in three books —
aram, poruy, inbam), its universality and its secular
character, and its standing as among the most translated non-
religious ancient texts, see the standard descriptive literature
and the UNESCO recognition of the work.

[~2]: S. Radhakrishnan’s assessment of the Kural as an ethical
treatise that does not discriminate on grounds of religion,
caste or creed is widely reproduced; the original should be
traced to his published writings before citation in a refereed
version of this article.

[*3]: SA de Smith, ‘Mauritius: Constitutionalism in a Plural Society’
(1968) 31 Modern Law Review 601.

[*4]: TirukKural, Porumpal, ch 55 (CeEk6Imai), Kural 541,
rendered in the standard English translations as requiring
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reading of and correspondence concerning that letter, see
the standard Gandhi literature.

[~8]: Constitution of Mauritius 1968, s 2; Constitution of India
1950, art 13. Contrast AV Dicey, Introduction to the Study of
the Law of the Constitution (10th edn, Macmillan 1959) 39—

40.
[*9]: Kesavananda Bharati v State of Kerala (1973) 4 SCC 225.

[*10]: State of Mauritius v Khoyratty [2006] UKPC 13, [2007] 1
AC 8o.

[*11]: Matadeen v Pointu [1998] UKPC 9, [1999] 1 AC 98.

[*12]: Olga Tellis v Bombay Municipal Corporation (1985) 3 SCC
545.

[*13]: Mohini Jain v State of Karnataka (1992) 3 SCC 666; Unni
Krishnan JP v State of Andhra Pradesh (1993) 1 SCC 645;



392

Gupm. umeh. SIMDedmIGLD

Constitution (Eighty-Sixth Amendment) Act 2002; Right of
Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act 2009.

[*14]: Chameli Singh v State of Uttar Pradesh (1996) 2 SCC 549.
[*15]: People’s Union for Civil Liberties v Union of India, Writ

[*16]:

[*17]:

[*19]:

[*20]:

[~21]:
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students who, on the basis of their conscientiously held
religious faith, declined to sing the National Anthem while
standing respectfully during its rendition violated Articles
19(1)(a) and 25(1). The Court emphasised that Article 25
protects freedom of conscience and that the genuineness of
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Note on sources and verification

The translation of Kural 541 relied on here follows the
standard English renderings; a refereed version should cite a named
translation (Pope, Drew and Lazarus, or Rajagopalachari) with the
Tamil transliteration alongside, since the renderings differ in
emphasis and the argument turns on the four discrete requirements
the couplet states. The Radhakrishnan assessment quoted at note 2
circulates widely without consistent attribution and should be traced
to its published source. Assertions that the Supreme Court of India
has cited the Kural in judgments on governance and corruption
appear in secondary commentary but I was unable to verify a
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specific reported judgment; that claim should either be
substantiated with a citation or omitted. Mauritian statutory
citations should be checked against the consolidated texts published
by the Attorney-General’s Office.

The same caution extends to the material added on judicial
culture at notes 28—30. Prof Dr Samy Thiyagarajan v The Chief
Secretary, Government of Tamil Nadu is a genuine, reported-in-
legal-media Madras High Court decision (Dhandapani J, 19
September 2024) that does quote Kural 21, and Justice

G.R. Swaminathan’s 2019 appeal to the Madurai Bar
Association to memorise couplets is contemporaneously reported;
both should be checked against the official law report and the
original notice respectively before a refereed version relies on them.
No reported judgment expressly citing Kural 541 or the chapter on
righteous governance by name could be located for this article, and
the text above has been drafted so as not to assert that one exists; a
refereed version should either locate and cite such a judgment or
continue to frame the point, as here, as one about judicial and
professional culture rather than about a specific holding. The
quatrain attributed to Socrates at note 28 is likewise recorded as a
customary attribution rather than a verified quotation, for the
reasons given there.



